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18.1 Introduction (JAS)
The ceramic assemblage from the 1980/81 exca-
vations at Calanais – excepting finds of obviously 
post-medieval date (i.e. glazed china) – comprises 
just over 1100 sherds and fragments, plus numer-
ous crumbs, weighing around 3 kg overall. At least 
169 – and probably many more – pots are repre-
sented (see below). All but a handful of sherds are 
likely to date to between the second half of the 4th 
millennium BC (i.e. the Early/Middle Neolithic) 
and the first half of the 2nd millennium BC (i.e. 
the Early Bronze Age), with the Hebridean Ne-
olithic, Grooved Ware, Beaker and Food Vessel 
ceramic traditions being represented.
The assemblage was initially reported on by 
ASH shortly after the excavation; preparatory 
work for this had included cleaning and labelling 
of the sherds, and gluing many of the conjoining 
sherds. That report, recording the state of knowl-
edge during the early 1980s, is archived. Its cata-
logue arranged the assemblage into chronological 
and fabric groupings as far as was possible, provid-
ing details of individual identifiable vessels; a large 
‘unclassified’ category covered material that could 
only tentatively (if at all) be assigned to a period, 
and this was not described in detail. In 1997 MJ 
undertook the cataloguing of this ‘unclassified’ 
material and also weighed the entire assemblage 
and updated the discussion. Since then, advances 
in our understanding both of Scottish prehis-
toric pottery and of the sequence of activities at 
Calanais have necessitated a further revision. This 
was undertaken by JAS at various times between 
2010 and 2012 and the work included a thorough 
re-examination of the whole assemblage and an 
overhaul of the Catalogue. An unique running 
Catalogue number was added for each piece of 
pottery over 5 mm in its greatest dimension. The 
final report has therefore been written by JAS 
incorporating elements of ASH’s report and of 
MJ’s work, together with stratigraphic and distri-
butional information and analysis from PJA. The 
organisation of the Catalogue, and its relation-
ship with the ASH version of the catalogue, is 
explained in its preamble (Chapter 18.11.1). The 
current ordering by Catalogue number mostly 
follows the ASH numbering sequence. Readers 
will be able to re-order the entries by period, area, 
context etc. by converting the catalogue to editable 
form. In the following text, references to the ASH 
Catalogue numbers are prefaced ‘ASH’ to distin-
guish them from the final Catalogue numbers.
18. The Pottery Assemblage
Alison Sheridan (JAS), Audrey Henshall (ASH) and Melanie Johnson (MJ), with excavation 
detail from Patrick Ashmore (PJA)
Illus 18.1 Numbers of sherds (pieces > 10 
mm in maximum width or length) and frag-
ments (pieces between 5 mm and 10 mm in 
width or length), by weight
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A high proportion of the assemblage is of a lam-
inar fabric, consisting of spalls or pieces from 
which a surface has spalled off. Most, but by no 
means all, of the laminar pieces appear to be of 
Early/Middle Neolithic date.
Some sherds and fragments are friable; a few 
(mostly of Early/Middle Neolithic date) are burnt; 
and some of the sherds from Area S were in such 
poor condition when discovered that they disinte-
grated upon excavation. As for the material from 
test pit J, this was so friable and scrappy that it is 
difficult to be certain that the five ‘fragments’ really 
are of pottery; they are given the benefit of the 
doubt here, and regarded as being ‘indeterminate’.
The fragmentary and worn appearance of the 
pottery, together with the fact that the same fab-
rics and inclusion types are found in pottery of 
demonstrably differing age (see below), hampers 
attempts to arrive at a reliable estimation of the 
overall number of vessels represented, and has 
posed a challenge for the identification of individ-
ual pieces as to pot style and date. The ‘minimum 
number of individual pots’ figure cited above (169) 
is based on feature sherds such as rims and those 
with other distinctive characteristics; more vessels 
are bound to be represented among the large num-
ber of featureless body sherds and fragments in 
the assemblage. As far as attribution of pieces to a 
specific pot type and period is concerned, the large 
number of sherds and fragments that Henshall 
placed in her ‘Unclassified’ category reflects the 
difficulty of the task. The re-examination of the 
whole assemblage has allowed some of those ‘Un-
classified’ pieces to be given a firmer identification 
(not least because many had been found close to 
larger, more easily identifiable sherds which they 
resemble); as a consequence, just over half the as-
semblage (57%) has been attributed to a chrono-
logical period to the confidence level of ‘definite’ 
or ‘probable’. Most of the remaining 43% is likely 
to date to either the Early/Middle Neolithic or to 
the Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age.
18.3 Fabric
While some variability in fabric was observed 
(Table 18.2), the fact that the same fabric types 
(namely 1, 2, 3 and 4) occur among vessels of dif-
18.2 Condition of the pottery (JAS and 
PJA)
One of the challenges posed by this assemblage 
is the fact that it consists mostly of small, fea-
tureless pieces: 864 out of 1110 sherds and frag-
ments (i.e. 77.8%, or just over three-quarters of 
the assemblage) are smaller than 25 mm in their 
length or width, and 95% weigh 10 g or less (Illus 
18.1; Technical Note 18.2.1). The largest sherd 
(excluding those formed by the refitting of con-
joining sherds) measures just 63 x 45 mm (Cat 
385, Beaker ASH 42).
Furthermore, most pots are represented only 
by a single sherd, constituting less than 2% of the 
vessel. The largest proportion of any pot to survive 
is only c 15%, with the three vessels in question 
comprising a Grooved Ware bowl (Cat 489–495, 
497–519 and 521, ASH 61), a small fine Beaker 
(Cat 353–355, possibly 358, 362–364 and 366–
371, ASH 39) and a larger Beaker (Cat 374–382, 
384–398 and 401–403, ASH 42. As will be dis-
cussed below, the degree of fragmentation relates 
to the circumstances of deposition, with most (if 
not all) of the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery 
having been brought into the site in sherd form, 
whereas the Grooved Ware pot ASH 61, at least 
some of the Beaker pottery, and the Food Vessel 
ASH 75 had probably been deposited whole.
Most of the assemblage is also heavily abraded 
(Table 18.1), and once again this relates to dep-
ositional circumstances, and also to the fact that 
post-depositional disturbance occurred.
Table 18.1 Degree of abrasion. (Note: 
Catalogue entries recording intermediate 
degrees of wear have been counted as the 
more worn degree)
Wear (as abrasion to frac-
ture surfaces)
No of shds/
rgs %
1:fresh or slightly abraded 13 1.2
2: medium abrasion 311 28.0
3: marked abrasion 786 70.8
Total 1110
100
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Table 18.2 Fabric types and frequency. The overall percentage has been rounded to 100
Fabric No of shds/
frgs %
1: Fairly hard, corky (voids mostly 0.5–3.5 mm but sometimes bigger); often also sparse, 
mostly sub-angular inclusions, up to 4 mm, of one or more stone type; mica platelets 
occasionally present. Overall density of voids and inclusions
< 5%, usually <3%; can be laminar fabric 401 36.1
1a: Hard, sparse and small corky sockets (density 3% or less), no other obvious inclusions 
apart from minute mica platelets  109 9.8
2: Hard, slightly sandy, with a few corky voids; abundant mica platelets on surface. Can 
include larger sub-angular lithic inclusions of various minerals, up to c 4 mm in greatest 
dimension. Density c 5% or less
131 11.8
3: Fairly hard, non-corky and non-sandy, sparse lithic inclusions (3% or sparser); inclu-
sions can be angular and up to c 4.5 mm in maximum dimension. Mica platelets can be 
present
330 29.7
3a: As 3 but very hard 10 0.9
4: Hard, gritty (= ASH’s ‘harsh gritty’): angular & sub-angular fragments, mostly of 
quartz/ite, some with integral mica; can be up to 5.7 x 5.7 mm but generally smaller 
than 2 x 2; density 5–7%
90 8.1
4a As 4 but inclusion density >7% and up to c 25% 2 0.2
5: (seen only in ASH 75): sub-angular and rounded fragments, up to 7.8 x 5.4, of fine-
grained speckled stone, creamy-coloured with blackish mineral inclusions, at density of 
7–10%
28 2.5
Indeterminate/none visible 9 0.8
Total 1110 100
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Sub-area Wt No shds/frgs % by Wt % by No shds/frgs
C 14.5 5 0.5 0.5
D 5 1 0.2 0.1
DI 680 233 22.6 21.0
DII 30.5 14 1.0 1.3
DIII 10 5 0.3 0.5
DIV 5.5 5 0.2 0.5
DV 87 21 2.9 1.9
E 79 14 2.6 1.3
FI 4 1 0.1 0.1
FV 13.5 10 0.4 0.9
FVI 4.5 3 0.1 0.3
FVIII 6.5 5 0.2 0.5
G1 167 42 5.6 3.8
HI 150 70 5.0 6.3
HII 224 140 7.4 12.6
JI 2.5 5 0.1 0.5
S 55.5 55 1.8 5.0
Totals 3007 1110 100.0 100.0
Sub-area Wt No shds/frgs % by Wt % by No shds/frgs
AI 30 5 1.0 0.5
AII 12 2 0.4 0.2
B 13 2 0.4 0.2
BI 151 55 5.0 5.0
BII 51.5 29 1.7 2.6
BII/III 17.5 6 0.6 0.5
BIII 74.5 43 2.5 3.9
BIIISX 46.5 12 1.5 1.1
BIINE 8.5 2 0.3 0.2
BIN 28 11 0.9 1.0
BISX 5 3 0.2 0.3
BIV 301 78 10.0 7.0
BIVSX 30 12 1.0 1.1
BIVWX 94 23 3.1 2.1
BIWX 70 23 2.3 2.1
BNW 2.5 2 0.1 0.2
BV 197.5 70 6.6 6.3
BVSX 278.5 88 9.3 7.9
BVWX 57 15 1.9 1.4
Table 18.3 Distribution of sherds and fragments by area and sub-area
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Most of the pottery (87% both by number of 
sherds plus fragments and by weight) was found 
in the central Areas B, D and H, while very little 
was found in Areas A, C, E, F, G1 and S, and as 
noted above the ‘ceramic’ finds from test pit J are 
not definitely pottery.  The differing sizes of the 
trenches, and the fact that only the top 15 cm of 
Trench S was excavated, do not fully account for 
this distributional variability and it appears that 
there had been a genuine concentration in the vi-
cinity of the chambered cairn, with a fall-off away 
from this. The layers excavated in Area S, for ex-
ample, included those that had elsewhere produced 
abundant pottery. All that was found in S were 
sherds, fragments and crumbs that probably belong 
to a single pot of Early/Middle Neolithic date.
Furthermore, there is some variation in the type 
of pottery found in the different areas, with all 
the pottery from Area A (with just one possible 
exception, Cat 743), being post-Early Bronze Age 
in date and probably significantly later than this 
(see 18.3.18), while the five  sherds found in Area 
C (Cat 558–562, ASH 74) may belong to a Food 
Vessel – a style of pottery represented by only one 
other pot from Calanais (Cat 563–572, 576–578, 
580–583, 585–594, 912 and 1024–1029, ASH 75).
Of the pottery from the vicinity of the chambered 
cairn, more than 40% of the entire Calanais assem-
blage (by both weight and sherd-plus-fragment count) 
was found in Trench B, mainly from BIV, BIVS, BV 
and BVS to the SE of the chamber tomb passage 
entrance. Over a fifth of the assemblage came from 
sub-area DI to the south of the cairn, predominantly 
from prehistoric plough soil contexts. About a sixth 
of the sherds came from Area H, somewhat more 
from the cairn (HII) than from the soils to its north 
(HI); those from the cairn were well below average 
in weight except sherds of the aforementioned Food 
Vessel ASH 75, which were found in capping levels.
The spatial distribution of pottery of different 
periods will be discussed in more detail in the rest 
of this Chapter; in the meantime, it should be 
noted that in a few cases, it was possible to track 
the distances that separated sherds belonging to 
the same pots. With the Grooved Ware pot ASH 
61, the three sherds that were not found with the 
27 others in the shallow scrape or pit 877 just 
outside the Ring came from less than 0.3 m away; 
ferent date means that the use of this characteristic 
as a chronological indicator is limited, especially 
when trying to distinguish between Early/Mid-
dle Neolithic and Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age 
pottery.
The only clear exception is fabric category 5, 
which was only found in the Early Bronze Age 
Food Vessel ASH 75, but it should also be noted 
that Fabric 3a mostly comprises sherds that are 
suspected to be of post-Early Bronze Age date 
(see below).
The recurrence of the same kinds of lithic in-
clusion in pottery of different dates – including a 
soft stone that leached or burnt out, creating the 
corky voids as seen in many of the Early/Middle 
Neolithic sherds, in the Grooved Ware pot ASH 
61 and in some of the Beaker pottery – suggests 
that the pottery had probably been made locally.
18.4 Spatial and contextual/stratigraphic 
distribution (PJA/JAS)
Pottery was found in all of the excavated areas and 
in Test Pit G1, albeit in widely varying quantities. 
Illus 18.2 shows the overall distribution of sherds 
and fragments by sub-area, and Table 18.3 shows 
the breakdown of the pottery in the different areas 
and sub-areas.
Illus 18.2 Overall distribution of pottery 
by sub-area; the largest green circle in DI 
represents 233 sherds (plus 30 fragments), 
weighing 0.68 kg
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1. Early/Middle Neolithic (comprising undeco-
rated and decorated vessels belonging to the Heb-
ridean Neolithic tradition)
2. Late Neolithic (Grooved Ware)
3. Probably Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age
(Beaker and Food Vessel)
4. Post-Early Bronze Age (possibly Iron Age and/
or later)
5. Ambiguous or indeterminate.
Categories 1–4 will be described below.
18.5.1 Early /Middle Neolithic pottery (JAS/
ASH)
The Early/Middle Neolithic pottery encompasses 
both undecorated and decorated vessels. The un-
decorated pots (Illus 18.3–18.5) are in corky, non-
corky and minimally-corky fabrics. It should be 
noted that Henshall’s category ‘non-corky’ included 
vessels of fabric category 2, which do have sparse 
corky voids. The decorated vessels (Illus. 18.6–18.8) 
are almost all in non-corky fabrics 3 and 4, and 
their decoration is almost invariably by incision 
(see below for the exceptions). While most of these 
‘Hebridean Incised’ decorated vessels seem to have 
been large bowls and jars, generally thicker-walled 
than the undecorated pots, a small number of fine, 
thin-walled decorated vessels are present and these 
will be discussed below (18.3.1.2). Furthermore, 
it needs to be kept in mind that some of the un-
decorated non-corky Early/Middle Neolithic body 
sherds (and possibly a few of the corky sherds) may 
have come from decorated pots, since we know that 
some Hebridean Incised vessels had decoration 
that did not extend over the whole of the body (as 
seen, for example, at Clettraval and Unival cham-
ber tombs, North Uist: Henshall 1972, 308, 309). 
This may well be the case, for example, with Cat 
233, a relatively large undecorated sherd in fabric 
3 from a large pot.
There is every reason to suspect that the un-
decorated and decorated Early/Middle Neolithic 
pots were constituent parts of  the same overall 
similarly, the sherds from Beaker ASH 42 – a pot 
which may well have been deposited in a grave – 
were not distributed over a wide area, with the fur-
thest-flung piece under 2 m away from the main 
sherd cluster. A longer distance – around 7m in 
one case, and nearly that in the other – separated 
sherds (some conjoining) from the Early Interna-
tional Beakers ASH 38 and ASH 39.
The depositional history and taphonomy of the 
artefactual assemblage is complex, with some pot-
tery probably having been brought onto the site 
in sherd form, among clay and earth used to level 
up the surface particularly in Phase 7, some being 
brought in with small amounts of soil and clay as 
part of individual depositions, and other pottery 
being brought in as complete pots, for use in epi-
sodes of structured deposition. The incorporation 
of residual material (e.g. in the primary cham-
bered cairn make-up) complicates matters, as do 
various episodes of disturbance and restructuring 
that occurred both during prehistory and in the 
more recent past. As will be seen in the detailed 
presentation of the evidence below, it can be hard 
to relate specific kinds of pottery to specific stages 
in the history of the site on purely stratigraphic 
grounds, although a notional chronology of ce-
ramic deposition can be proposed. In brief, even 
though the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery from 
Calanais is likely to have been used – elsewhere 
– around the same time that the pre-Ring, Phase
3 (and possibly Phase 2) cultivation was taking 
place at Calanais, this pottery was not deposited 
on the site until later (except, perhaps, in Area F 
– see below); how much later is discussed below in
18.3.3. The dating of the deposition of the single 
Grooved Ware pot – probably shortly after the 
erection of the Ring – is discussed in 18.3.5 and 
18.3.6. Ceramic deposition seems to have occurred 
intermittently until perhaps Phase 12, and then 
after a considerable interval, there was probably 
some minor deposition during the later phase/s of 
disturbance (i.e. Phase 16, and possibly Phase 17).
18.5 Assemblage composition (JAS)
Given the aforementioned caveats regarding iden-
tification, the following chronological ordering of 
the pottery is proposed:
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those from Calanais tend to be simple hemispher-
ical or deeper bowls (cf. Northton: Simpson et al. 
2006, fig. 2.26, 5; Eilean an Tighe: Scott 1951a, 
fig. 5.W1, fig. 6.Y2, fig. 9, 2.1; Clettraval: Henshall 
1972, 308, No 16). Bowls with flanged rims also 
appear to be represented at Calanais (see below).
Although the rim sherds are too small to allow 
reliable estimation of the pots’ rim diameters, it 
is clear that several are from small vessels, with 
estimated rim diameters ranging between c 120 
mm (ASH 1) and c 200 mm (ASH 4). One thin, 
fine, curving body sherd (Cat 228, ASH ‘NC’, not 
illustrated) may well have come from a small cup.
The range of rim shapes represented among the 
undecorated pots is as follows:
vi. Rounded, upright or slightly everted (e.g. Cat 
222,  ASH 13; Illus 18.3);
vii. Gently pointed and upright (e.g. Cat 15, 
ASH 7a) or slightly everted (e.g. Cat 54, ASH 
10b) (Illus 18.3);
viii. Gently flattened, upright (Cat 6, ASH 3; 
Illus 18.3)
ix. Slightly expanded on exterior, flattish or 
rounded on top, rounded and upright or slightly 
everted (Cat 235, ASH 17 (not illustrated), Cat 
878, ASH 76 crb; Illus 18.3)
x. Externally-bevelled, upright or slightly inturned 
(Cat 1, ASH 1; Cat 10, ASH 4; Cat 11, ASH 5 (a 
very gentle bevel); Cat 12, ASH NC; possibly also 
Cat 39, ASH 9 and Cat 868, ASH 76 (although 
the ‘bevel’ might be an abraded surface); Illus 18.4)
xi. Flanged (Illus 18.5; see below).
The realisation that some sherds that had pre-
viously been assumed to be upright rims may in-
stead be rim flanges (e.g. Cat 2, ASH 2a) resulted 
from close perusal of the decorated flanged rims 
in the assemblage (e.g. Cat. 281, ASH 20). Al-
though no sherd is sufficiently large to prove that 
it had lain at a near right-angle to the body of the 
pot, this interpretation accounts for the slightly 
unusual ‘exterior’ of Cat 2 – actually the under-
ceramic repertoire, as is the case with other Heb-
ridean Neolithic assemblages such as Northton, 
Harris (Simpson et al. 2006, 44-68) and Eilean 
an Tighe, North Uist (Scott 1951a).
The degree of fragmentation is very high, with 
most vessels being represented by just a single 
sherd, or at most a few sherds. Henshall identi-
fied a minimum number of 33 individual vessels 
of Early/Middle Neolithic date (mainly on the 
basis of rimsherds and other ‘feature’ sherds) but 
the total may well be significantly higher, given 
the large number of featureless body sherds in the 
assemblage that are similar in fabric, thickness and 
surface finish to those covered by her catalogue 
entries ASH 1–36.
18.5.2 Undecorated vessels
Notwithstanding the possibility, mentioned above, 
that some undecorated body sherds could belong 
to decorated pots, there is an indication that un-
decorated vessels are indeed present in the assem-
blage. These vessels (Illus 18.3–18.5) are generally 
thin-walled (5–8 mm, exceptionally 10 mm thick) 
and fine-textured, with surfaces that have been 
carefully smoothed and coated with a thin slip (or 
else wet-smoothed); a few may have been polished 
to a low sheen (e.g. Cat 2, ASH 2a). They occur 
in fabric types 1, 1a, 2 and 3, most commonly 1. 
Their shape must largely be determined from rim 
sherds, as very few other ‘feature’ sherds exist; the 
absence of any flat bases, and the presence of curv-
ing belly sherds, are taken to indicate that they 
had been round-bellied. It is hard to tell whether 
any of the undecorated vessels had been carinated; 
the main candidate sherd (Cat 39, ASH 9, Illus 
18.4) could just as easily have been an inturned, 
bevelled rimsherd as a carination, and two other 
sherds (Cat 13, ASH ‘NC’ and Cat 245, ASH 18) 
that may have a gentle carination are too small for 
a firm identification.
Support for the assumption that the ‘undeco-
rated’ vessels had indeed been undecorated (as op-
posed to being from pots that had been decorated 
below the rim area) is provided by comparanda 
from other Hebridean Neolithic assemblages; 
these also suggest the overall shape of the pots 
in question. Vessels with similarly-shaped rims to 
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Illus 18.4 Undecorated sherds that definitely or possibly belong to rim type v (externally 
bevelled). Those with ASH numbers up to and including 11 are of corky fabric; the others 
are non-corky. Cat 12, 868 and 11 drawn by Marion O’Neil; the rest by Tom Borthwick
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of these presented both as flanges and as upright 
or slightly sloping rims, to illustrate the different 
ways of interpreting the sherds.
The fabric of these undecorated pots has already 
been mentioned. As regards the material that had left 
the corky voids in so many of the sherds, the slightly 
angular shape of the voids indicates that the absent 
material had not been grass or other plant matter. 
The shape suggests some kind of stone, and this 
is confirmed in the corky Late Neolithic Grooved 
Ware pot ASH 61, where the final remains of the 
stone in question survived in some of the voids.
side of the flange – and for other features noted 
on other sherds: a squarish profile, or divergent 
surfaces, one flattish and the other concave (e.g. 
Cat 232, ASH 16). The candidate sherds are Cat 
2 (ASH 2a), 3 (ASH 2b), 4 (ASH 2c), 14 (ASH 
6), 16 (ASH 7a), 224 (ASH 15), 232 (ASH 16), 
236–7 (ASH 17a), 730 (ASH 76 Unc) and two 
spalls from among 1049–1103 (ASH ‘NC’), one 
of which has a markedly curved exterior as if from 
the flange-neck junction.  One further sherd, Cat 
730 (ASH 76 Unc), is a ‘possible’. Six of the can-
didate sherds are shown in Illus 18.5, with two 
Illus 18.4 Undecorated sherds that definitely or possibly belong to rim type v (externally 
bevelled). Those with ASH numbers up to and including 11 are of corky fabric; the others 
are non-corky. Cat 12, 868 and 11 drawn by Marion O’Neil; the rest by Tom Borthwick.
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tation of black organic material, either on the ex-
terior (as with Cat 4 (ASH 2c)), or on the interior 
(e.g. Cat 117). If this organic residue had been 
burnt on, this implies that the pots had been used 
for cooking. In a few instances the residue takes 
the form of a black stain rather than an encrusta-
tion, present on either the exterior (as in Cat 14 
(ASH 6)) or the interior (Cat 64, among ASH 
11); the possibility that this represents the evap-
orated contents of the vessel (or of a spill, in the 
case of exterior staining), rather than burnt-on 
residue, must be borne in mind.
The spatial and contextual distribution of this 
pottery is discussed below (18.5.4).
Some ‘corky’ sherds also contain lithic inclu-
sions which, like those in non-corky sherds, con-
sist of small, sub-angular and rounded fragments 
of several minerals including quartz/ite and a 
black mineral, sometimes attached to the quartz/
ite. Tiny mica flecks are occasionally present. The 
inclusions have the appearance of coarse sand and 
were either present naturally in the clay, or else 
deliberately added as a filler.
Some of the undecorated sherds have broken 
along coil joint lines (as in ASH 10b), indicating 
their manner of manufacture. Many sherds are of 
a laminar fabric, prone to spalling. Hardness varies.
A few undecorated sherds have a thin encrus-
Illus 18.5 Undecorated sherds that are probably rim flanges; Cat 3 and 4 are shown as both 
flanges and as slightly splaying rims. Those with ASH numbers up to and including 11 are of 
corky fabric; the others are non-corky. Cat 3, 4 and 232 drawn by Marion O’Neil; the rest by 
Tom Borthwick
The pottery assemblage \ 583
Calanais Survey and Excavation, 1979-88
Illus 18.6 Decorated sherds of Hebridean Incised ware, from large jars plus collared jar or 
bowl. All drawings except section of Cat 308 (which is by Marion O’Neil) by Tom Borthwick
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with fairly broad diagonal incised lines, which 
could have been made with a piece of straw or the 
end of a twig. Cat 308 (ASH 31) might also have 
come from the neck of a large carinated jar, with 
an estimated neck diameter of c 240 mm and wall 
thickness of up to 14.1 mm. It, too, is of fabric 4 
(and is particularly gritty, with an inclusion density 
of 7–10%), had split along a coil joint plane, and 
has diagonal incised line decoration.
Comparanda for this vessel form can be found, 
for example, at Clettraval and Unival (Henshall 
1972, 308, Nos. 5–11; 309, Nos. 7, 9, 10, 13).iii) 
Cat 282 (ASH 21) is from the rim and upper belly 
of a large, globular jar, with an inturned rim that 
meets the belly in a well-defined carination. The 
estimated diameter at this carination is at least 
240 mm. It is thinner-walled than the other large 
vessels (maximum 8.9 mm) and is of fabric 2. In 
shape it is comparable with pot O.11 from Eilean 
an Tighe (Scott 1951a, fig. 7).
iv) Cat 283 (ASH 22) comprises a collared rim
from a small, probably deep-bellied pot (with 
estimated rim diameter of c 150 mm); fabric 4; 
thickness at least 11.1 mm; decoration in the form 
of incised diagonal lines on the collar. Although it 
is unclear whether the body had been smooth or 
carinated, this rim form finds abundant parallels in 
assemblages of Hebridean Neolithic pottery (e.g. 
Eilean an Tighe pots Z.27 and O.45, Scott 1951a, 
fig. 7) where it is also found on larger vessels, in-
cluding ridged jars.
v) The category ‘carinated and shouldered bowls’
(Illus 18.7) comprises pots of various sizes, includ-
ing small (<150 mm in maximum diameter) and 
medium-sized (150 – 200 mm) as well as large 
(> 200 mm). Rims range in shape from rounded 
and upright (Cat 267 (ASH 18) and 287 (ASH 
25a)) or slightly everted (Cat 297 (ASH 26)) to 
flanged – with narrow (Cat 284 (ASH 23) and 
285 (ASH 24)) and broad flanges (Cat 280 (ASH 
19 – part of the flange broken off), 281 (ASH 20), 
522 (ASH 62), 534–5 (ASH 64), 544 (ASH 69)). 
Where pots are represented only by rimsherds, 
their inclusion within this shape category is based 
on comparanda with similarly-shaped rims: for 
example, a flanged rim is associated with a cari-
18.5.3 Decorated vessels
The decorated vessels (Illus 18.6–18.8) encom-
pass a variety of vessel forms, sizes and textures, 
as follows:
xii. Large ridged jars
xiii. Large carinated jars
xiv. Large globular jar/s
xv. Collared jar or bowl
xvi. Carinated and shouldered bowls, includ-
ing examples with flanged rims
xvii. Fine, thin-walled pots of uncertain form
i.)  At least three possible examples of large, 
deep-bellied, ridged jars have been identified (Cat 
298–9 (conjoining sherds; ASH 27a), 718 (ASH 
76 unc) and 1106 (ASH NC)), with Cat 298–9 
and 718 coming from pots c 260 mm wide and 
1106 from a pot c 270 mm wide. All are in Fabric 
4 – Henshall’s ‘harsh, gritty’ fabric – and the wall 
thicknesses range between 10.6 mm and 11.7 mm. 
Where decoration survives, it is in the form of 
diagonal incised lines; on Cat 298 these run in 
two directions but do not form the herringbone 
design usually seen on such pots (e.g. at Northton: 
Simpson et al. 2006, fig. 22; Scott 1951a, fig. 8, 
1.1). The ridges would have made it easy to grip 
these large pots, as well as evoking the ribbing on 
basketry.
Whether the spall Cat 306 (ASH 29) had also 
been from a ridged jar is uncertain; it is smaller 
than the vessels described above (with a diameter 
at the ridge of c 180 mm), although of the same 
fabric type, and an alternative possibility is that it 
was from a carinated bowl.
ii) Cat 302 (ASH 28) is a rim- and necks herd
from a large, deep-bellied, carinated jar with an 
estimated rim diameter of c 220 mm. Like the 
ridged jars, it is of Fabric 4, relatively thick-walled 
(11.4 mm), and would have been a robust vessel 
for cooking or storage. The short neck is decorated 
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Illus 18.7 Decorated sherds of Hebridean Incised ware, probably from carinated or shoul-
dered bowls and including four rim flanges. Cat 534–5 drawn by Marion O’Neil; rest by Tom 
Borthwick
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Chrysal, Barra: Gibson 1995, fig. 4.35.146 and 
154 – the latter on the interior of a flaring rim).
Illus 18.8 Sherd from fine, thin-walled pot 
with incised decoration. Drawn by Marion 
O’Neil
vi) Sherds from five pots fall into the category of
‘Fine, thin-walled pots of uncertain form’ (Illus 
18.8): Cat 309 & 311 (ASH 32), 312 (ASH 33), 
313–4 (ASH 34), 315 (ASH 34) and 316 (ASH 
35). Wall thickness ranges from 4.7 mm (Cat 316) 
to 7.4 mm (Cat 311), and all are of the hard, vir-
tually inclusion-free fabric 3. The surfaces have 
been carefully smoothed; Cat 309 & 311 and 312 
had been polished to a low sheen, inside and out. 
Decoration is by incision, in some cases deep (309 
& 311), featuring horizontal and diagonal lines; 
both are found on 309.
The question arises as to whether these are 
from a particular and distinctive type of pottery 
called Unstan Bowls – bipartite bowls of various 
sizes with shallow bellies and straight, vertical or 
slightly inturned collars, the collars usually dec-
orated with horizontal and diagonal lines. Such 
vessels are known from Hebridean Neolithic as-
semblages (e.g. Eilean an Tighe: Scott 1951a, fig. 
nated bowl shape at Unival (Henshall 1972, 309, 
No 11). Various decorated body sherds may well 
belong to this shape category, although they might 
equally belong to uncarinated bowls; candidates 
include Cat 305 (ASH 28) and 332 (ASH 36) 
– fairly thin, fine belly sherds with incised lines,
arranged in a herringbone design on 305.
Where carinations are present, these are gentle 
(as in Cat 330 (ASH 36), whereas the shoulder on 
Cat 48 (ASH 10a) – a fine vessel with corky (type 
1) fabric – is prominent and cordon-like.
While this group includes at least one fairly 
thick-walled pot – Cat 307 (ASH 30), 10.7 mm 
thick, of fabric 4, and with a belly diameter of c 130 
mm – most of the other pots are thinner-walled, 
with the rim flange Cat 544 (ASH 69) being as 
thin as 4.2 mm. The vessels also range in fabric and 
include examples in fabrics 1 (Cat 48 (ASH 10a) – 
the aforementioned shouldered bowl), 1a (Cat 522 
(ASH 62), from a flanged bowl) and 3 (Cat280 
(ASH 19), another flanged bowl). These, like the 
undecorated pots described above, constitute the 
finer end of the Hebridean Neolithic ceramic 
spectrum and they may well have been used for 
serving food. Some fine pots could, however, have 
been used for cooking, as suggested for example by 
the thin black organic encrustation on the interior 
of Cat 305 (ASH 28) – although whether this had 
been burnt on, or represents the residue of evap-
orated pot contents, is uncertain. The rim flange 
Cat281 (ASH 20) is of a colour that suggests that 
it could have been burnt, post-firing.
The surfaces of these carinated and shouldered 
vessels had been carefully smoothed and in at least 
one case (Cat 522 (ASH 62) – a large flanged 
bowl) the surfaces had been polished to a low 
sheen. Decoration is mostly in the form of di-
agonal incised lines – including lines arranged in 
herringbone design, as on Cat 287 (ASH 25a) – 
but a few of the pots have impressed decoration: 
deep jabs on Cat. 307 (ASH 30); shallower stab 
impressions plus incision on Cat 48 (ASH 10a); 
oval stab impressions on the top of rim flange 
Cat 280 (ASH 19) and irregular ‘dot’ impressions 
on the top of the rim flange Cat 534–5 (ASH 
64). Impressed decoration is known from other 
assemblages of Hebridean Neolithic pottery (e.g. 
at Unival: Henshall 1972, 309, No 11, and at Allt 
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Illus 18.9 Spatial distribution of Early / Middle Neolithic pottery
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Hebridean sherds (Cat 313–4 and Cat 317) and 
one Non-corky sherd (Cat 164). Two sherds, Cat. 
315 (Hebridean Incised) and Cat 868 (probably 
E/MN Non-corky) were found in green clays 
near the eastern Ring stones, as detailed below, 
and their presence may have related to Ring stone 
erection.
The third greatest single find of Non-corky 
pottery, 42g, came from a shallow patch of char-
coal-rich grey sand 846 northwest of the inner-
most stone of the East Row, close to where the 
Grooved Ware pot ASH 61 was found. It is con-
ceivable that this was a ritual deposit emphasising 
the potsherds rather than the soil containing them. 
There were lesser concentrations of both fabric 
groupings and Hebridean sherds in the area south 
of this deposit, and south-east of the chamber 
tomb passage entrance, mostly in ground-worked 
soils.
The relationships of Corky and Non-corky 
sherds to the chambered cairn fills differed from 
one another (Illus 18.9). The sherds in the body 
of the cairn and chamber wall on Area H were all 
Corky apart from three spalls and a sherd from a 
Hebridean Incised pot (Cat 1040–43). Non-corky 
pot related to the cairn on Area H, in contrast, 
was found only in small amounts in the secondary 
filling of the chamber wall, and in dark greasy clay 
by and under the secondary kerb. In layers related 
to the cairn on Area D Corky sherds were con-
centrated in layers of imported clay soils (352, 369 
and 374) immediately outside the cairn but Non-
Corky (including Hebridean Incised) sherds were 
found only in the highly disturbed basal layers of 
the cairn. It seems, then, that the cairn was bedded 
with clay brought from an ‘ancestral’ settlement 
site where Corky wares had been in use, but Non-
corky sherds mostly reached the places where we 
found them after the cairn had been robbed.
Clay soils associated with the northern part of 
the enclosure bank contained no Corky sherds and 
a fair scatter of Hebridean and Non-corky sherds 
(Illus 18.7). One possibility is that the sherds had 
various origins and were brought in with individual 
baskets of clay soil when the enclosure was built. 
Another is that enclosure was not built when the 
chambered cairn was built but somewhat later 
when the cairn was being robbed, for as noted above 
8, 1.4 and 1.12; Northton: Simpson et al. 2006, fig. 
2.20; and Eilean Domhnuill: Armit 1987, 1989 
and in prep), and are also found in Orkney (e.g. 
at the eponymous chamber tomb at Unstan: Hen-
shall 1963, 252–3)and – in an earlier form – in 
north-east mainland Scotland, where the pot style 
seems to have developed (e.g. at Spurryhillock, 
Aberdeenshire: Alexander 1997, illus 6, SF 2). The 
Hebridean examples tend to be thin-walled and 
fine-textured, whereas in Orkney they occur in a 
wider range of thicknesses and fineness.
While it is indeed possible that the Calanais 
sherds are from Unstan Bowls, none of the sherds 
is from the diagnostic collar-belly junction; and 
since it is known that some fine carinated Hebri-
dean Incised bowls can have the same decoration 
and be of comparable thinness and fineness (e.g. 
at Unival: Henshall 1972, 309, No 11), one cannot 
rule out the possibility that the sherds belong to 
such pots.
18.5.4 Distribution of the Early / Middle 
Neolithic pottery (PJA)
In Illus 18.9 and subsequent sherd plot diagrams 
the smallest dot represents 0.5gm, and the areas of 
the dots are proportional to the weights of sherds 
from individual contexts.
A small but significant minority of the Early/
Middle Neolithic sherds was found in soils and 
clays formed before and around the time the 
Ring was erected, and a little was found in the 
grey patches SE of the Ring entrance and may 
represent post-Ring but pre-cairn ritual depos-
its. However, the contextual distribution makes 
it clear that most of this pottery was brought to 
the site as smallish sherds in soils that had been 
brought in from nearby ‘ancestral’ sites to build 
up the pre-cairn layers and the cairn itself. The 
heaviest concentration of Non-corky sherds was 
in Test Pit G1 well to the southwest of the main 
excavation areas, so perhaps one such ancestral site 
lay in that area, a possibility discussed in Chapter 
24.4.5.
The question of how and when this pottery was 
introduced into the site is pursued in 18.5.5.
Turf line 164, which formed the surface through 
which the Ring stones were erected, included two 
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face finish; but there are no classic ‘traditional CB’ 
carinated bowls present, and their makers were 
several generations more recent than the makers 
of ‘traditional CB’ pottery.
The decorated vessels are readily paralleled 
among Hebridean Early to Middle Neolithic as-
semblages, as seen at the aforementioned sites and 
at a number of other settlement and funerary sites 
in the Hebrides, including Eilean an Tighe, North 
Uist (Scott 1951a), Bharpa Carinish, North Uist 
(Crone 1993), the Udal, North Uist (Crawford 
1980), Rubh’ a’ Charnain Mhoir, Berneray Cause-
way, North Uist (Downes and Badcock 1999), 
Barpa Langais, North Uist (Sheridan 2009), Dal-
more, Lewis (Cowie pers. comm.) and Clettraval, 
North Uist (Scott 1935; Henshall 1972).
As noted above, the possible presence of Un-
stan Bowls among the decorated pottery is also a 
feature shared with many of the other Hebridean 
assemblages, with Eilean Domhnuill having pro-
vided a particularly fine selection. This particular 
vessel type is also found in Orkney and in north-
east Scotland, and its ancestry can arguably be 
traced to the early fourth millennium decorated 
bipartite bowls found at Balbridie, Aberdeen-
shire (Ralston 1982); evidence for its emergence 
in north-east Scotland, and its spread thence to 
Orkney around 3600 BC, is accumulating (Schult-
ing et al. 2010). It seems that the use of Unstan 
bowls was adopted in the Hebrides through con-
tacts with Orkney around the middle of the fourth 
millennium BC.
The genesis and development of Hebridean 
Neolithic pottery has been discussed elsewhere 
(Sheridan 2003, fig. 2.5). Essentially it represents 
a west Scottish fusion of, and development from, 
two formerly separate ceramic traditions – the CB 
tradition, with its roots in northern France, and an 
Atlantic, ultimately Breton tradition, as seen in its 
earliest Scottish manifestation at Achnacreebeag, 
Argyll & Bute (Sheridan 2010, with further refer-
ences). Added to this are influences deriving from 
continuing links down the Atlantic façade during 
the first quarter or so of the fourth millennium. 
By the time the ‘Hebridean Neolithic’ pottery was 
being made, this fused tradition had evolved with 
regionally specific trajectories – with pottery in 
south-west Scotland ( Jack Scott’s ‘Beacharra Clyde’ 
Hebridean ware and to a lesser extent Non-corky 
ware was associated with cairn destruction levels. 
But the most likely explanation is that the sherds 
were in the clay and soil components of locally 
cut turves used to build the enclosure wall. This is 
given credibility by the occurrence of Hebridean 
and Non-corky sherds in pre-Ring turf line 164 
and in green clays stratigraphically between it and 
post-Ring turf line 162, as listed above, and by the 
fact that the interior of the enclosure seems to have 
been cut down through these turf and clay levels.
The greatest concentration of Hebridean In-
cised ware by weight was in a plough soil 1108 in 
Area E (Cat. 300 to Cat. 302). The next greatest 
concentrations were in destruction levels of the 
cairn and in clay soils associated with the enclo-
sure bank and its destruction, as described above.
Hebridean Incised ware and Non-corky ware 
were more widely distributed than Corky ware 
sherds (Illus 18.9) fitting the idea that they were 
associated with early farming in the area.
18.5.5 Discussion of the Early to Middle 
Neolithic pottery (JAS/ASH/PJA)
Despite the spatial and contextual differences be-
tween the corky and non-corky sherds outlined in 
18.5.4, by analogy with other Hebridean ceramic 
assemblages it is reasonable to regard the undec-
orated and decorated Early/Middle Neolithic 
pottery from Calanais as being contemporary 
and forming a unified ceramic tradition that is 
characteristic of the Hebrides during the Early/
Middle Neolithic. Its dating is discussed below. 
Specific parallels for individual vessel shapes and 
for decorative techniques, motifs and designs have 
been suggested above. The simple, uncarinated, 
undecorated bowls have been found alongside 
Hebridean incised pottery at Eilean Domnhu-
ill, North Uist (Armit 1989, 2003 and in prep); 
Northton, Harris ( Johnson 2006, fig. 2.26.5) and 
Allt Chrysal, Barra (Gibson 1995, fig. 4.29), for 
example. The undecorated vessels usually form a 
minority element in the overall assemblage. Ulti-
mately the ancestry of the undecorated pots can be 
traced to the early fourth millennium Carinated 
Bowl (CB) tradition (Sheridan 2007a), and this is 
reflected in their fineness, wall thickness and  sur-
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Illus 18.10 Probability distributions of dates associated (with varying degrees of closeness) 
with the Hebridean Neolithic pottery tradition: each distribution represents the relative prob-
ability that an event occurs at a particular time. For each of the radiocarbon dates two distri-
butions have been plotted, one in outline, which is the result of simple radiocarbon calibra-
tion, and a solid one, which is based on the chronological model used. Distributions other 
than those relating to particular samples correspond to aspects of the model. For example, 
the distribution ‘start_Neolithic_ceramic’ is the estimated date for the start of Hebridean 
Neolithic pottery tradition. The large square brackets down the left hand side along with the 
OxCal keywords define the model exactly. Illus by Peter Marshall (see Marshall 2009, figure 
4, v2); the dates at the top, listed as ‘Sequence 1’, relate to Eilean Domhnuill, Loch Olabhat
The pottery assemblage \ 591
Calanais Survey and Excavation, 1979-88
The question of whether one should use the 
term ‘Middle/Late Neolithic’ (following Parker 
Pearson 2012 in his review of pottery from South 
Uist), rather than ‘Early/Middle Neolithic’, to 
describe the overall currency of the Hebridean 
Neolithic tradition is a moot point, and one sus-
pects that many more dates and more modelling 
will be required before we can truly judge how 
long-lived the tradition had been. The term ‘Early/
Middle Neolithic’ had been used to describe the 
Calanais material from an early stage in its re-
assessment, not least because of the probability 
that this ceramic tradition had emerged during 
what, for the Hebrides, would count as the Early 
Neolithic. However, it is acknowledged that, if the 
Calanais pottery had indeed been made between 
c 3300 BC and c 2900 BC, then ‘Middle/Late 
Neolithic’ might be a better term to use to describe 
it. But since the whole of the publication text has 
used ‘Early/Middle Neolithic’, then for the sake 
of convenience that term will be retained, albeit 
with the qualification made here. This is not sim-
ply a matter of semantics; the question of when 
the Calanais pottery was made is relevant to its 
relationship with the Grooved Ware found at 
Calanais, as discussed further below (18.3.4).
If the Calanais pottery had indeed been made 
between c 3300 BC and c 2900 BC, then when was 
it deposited at the site? This is a difficult question 
to answer, as the evidence is complex and ambiv-
alent. It does indeed seem probable that there was 
more than one episode of deposition, even if the 
pottery had all been made at roughly the same 
time. We can say, with a fair degree of confidence, 
that some of the pottery was almost certainly in-
troduced during Phase 7, after the construction of 
the Ring and possibly as late as c 2500 BC. (See 
24.3.2 for the site phasing.) It would have been 
deposited as centuries’ old, worn sherds – perhaps 
midden material from an old settlement or settle-
ments nearby – which were incorporated within 
clays roughly contemporary with the platform 
upon which timber structures were erected. The 
evidence supporting this statement is summarised 
in Chapter 24.11 and described in detail in the ex-
cavation narratives. Furthermore, given the spatial 
and contextual distribution of the pottery, it seems 
likely that additional sherds entered the site along 
pottery: Scott 1964) differing somewhat from pot-
tery in the Hebrides (Sheridan 2003; 2004c).
The dating of Hebridean Neolithic pottery 
leaves much to be desired since the number of re-
liable, firmly-associated radiocarbon dates is small, 
despite the important contribution made by the 
Eilean Domhnuill assemblage. Unfortunately, the 
Calanais material does not help with dating this 
tradition since the pottery is not securely associ-
ated with any of the radiocarbon-dated samples. 
That said, as argued in 23.4.7–8, an argument can 
be made for linking the charcoal samples dating 
to c 3300–2900 BC from various parts of the site 
with the pottery’s initial period of use: for ex-
ample, the material brought into the site during 
Phase 7 to create a clay platform contained both 
sherds and pieces of charcoal, which could have 
derived from the same episode of settlement ac-
tivity elsewhere. The c 3300–2900 BC date range 
is consistent with other dates for Hebridean Ne-
olithic pottery (Illus 18.10).
The latter have recently been subjected to 
Bayesian modelling by Peter Marshall (Marshall 
2009), who has kindly allowed his results to be 
reproduced here (Illus 18.9). Bearing in mind that 
not all the dates are as closely associated with the 
pottery as one would wish, and that in the case 
of Northton, the date was obtained from a bulk 
sample of animal bone, Marshall’s model places 
the beginning of this tradition (at least as far as its 
radiocarbon-dated manifestation is concerned) to 
3740–3640 cal BC at 68% probability and 3840–
3580 cal BC at 95% probability, with most dates 
falling after 3500 BC.
The end date falls around 2800 BC; thus, a date 
range of c 3300–2900 BC for the manufacture 
of the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery found at 
Calanais is indeed plausible. This places the pro-
duction of the pottery contemporary with the 
Phase 3 episode of cultivation on the site. Whether 
any of the pottery had been made before c 3300 
BC, and had been contemporary with the earlier 
farming episodes in the area, Phase 2a (3720–3530 
cal BC) and/or Phase 2b (3640–3380 cal BC; see 
24.3.2 for details), cannot be determined. Given 
the overall date range for the ceramic tradition as 
presented in the Bayesian model, one cannot rule 
out this possibility.
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date (possibly 2950–2850 BC, contemporary with 
the Ring’s erection) is possible for the deposition 
of Cat 315, which was found in the yellow-green 
clay fill/capping of Ring Stone 42 stone-hole (see 
7.15.5). Interestingly, sherds 313–4 and 315 come 
from two of the Unstan-like bowls, while 317 is 
from another thin-walled, fine bowl. However, 
slight uncertainties about the interpretation of 
the green clay context where Cat 315 was found, 
and the long-live nature of the turf line where Cat 
313-4 were found, means that we cannot be pre-
cise about how their depositional history relates 
to the Ring’s erection.
18.6 Late Neolithic: Grooved Ware (JAS)
18.6.1 Description
Just one pot – ASH 61 (Cat 489–495, 497–519 
and 521, Illus 18.11) – can be ascribed to this 
ceramic tradition. It is a fairly small, fine, thin-
with the soils used to build up the wall and body 
of the chambered cairn, during Phase 8, perhaps as 
late as post-2500 BC [Appendix 12].Some of these 
sherds would subsequently have been disturbed 
and spread around when the cairn was robbed.
There may have been other episodes of depo-
sition (e.g. when parts of a pot were deposited in 
area S). An important question is: Was any Early/
Middle Neolithic pottery deposited prior to Phase 
7? There are hints that a few sherds might have 
been, and the evidence is set out below. The possi-
bility that some pottery was deposited as early as 
Phase 3, and was associated with the cultivation 
that occurred during that Phase, is raised by the 
evidence from Area F (see Chapter 24 Discussion 
24.4.4-24.4.5) A deposition date in Phase 5b – 
possibly around 3000-2900 BC, and just prior to 
the Ring’s erection – is possible for sherds Cat 243, 
313–314, 317 that were found in the pre-Ring turf 
line BI 164, and Cat 676 which was found in soil 
below 164 (see 7.15.5 and 7.16.1); and a Phase 6b 
Illus 18.11 Grooved Ware pot ASH 61. Drawing by Tom Borthwick
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decoration running horizontally rather than di-
agonally, and it is most likely to have come from 
a thin-walled Beaker, albeit a particularly gritty 
example (see 18.7.7)
18.6.2 Location of the Grooved Ware (PJA/
JAS)
The sherds of ASH 61 were found a few metres 
east of the Ring, in area BIV (Illus 18.12). Twenty 
seven of the 30 sherds were found in the shallow 
scrape or pit 877, and the remainder less than 0.3 
m away, in a roughly circular patch of grey sand 
with charcoal flecks (866).
Illus 18.12 Distribution of sherds of ASH 61
The sherds from 866 (namely Cat 489–491) 
conjoin with others from 877. Both these contexts 
appeared to have been disturbed by ground-work-
ing represented by a generally black soil 160; that 
and the later ground-working which formed soil 
141 may well be responsible for the presence of 
Early/Middle Neolithic and probably Beaker 
sherds (Cat 496, 520 and 733–4) in 877.
Even though only 15% of the pot is present, this 
is still a considerably greater proportion than was 
the case with the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery, 
and it seems reasonable to suggest that the pot 
may originally have been deposited complete in 
walled, tub-shaped bowl with a wide flat base, 
gently splaying wall and gently-pointed rim. 
The estimated rim and base diameters are c 186 
and c110 mm respectively, the estimated height 
132 mm, and the wall thickness 5.0–10.2 mm. 
Around 15% of the pot is present, and its con-
stituent sherds range from being moderately to 
heavily abraded. Several sherds had broken along 
coil joint lines, and the base sherds had spalled 
along a joint plane. The exterior is a medium 
brown with varying degrees of orange; the core 
is generally mid to dark grey; and the interior is 
medium-brown to blackish. There are traces of a 
very thin black organic encrustation on the inte-
rior, which may well represent the remains of the 
pot’s evaporated contents, rather than any material 
that had been burnt on. (In other words, there is 
no evidence that this had been used as a cooking 
pot.) The fabric (type 1) is hard and corky, with 
some relatively large voids, over 2 x 2 mm; traces 
of a dull, brownish, fine-grained rotten stone at the 
bottom of two hollows on the base may provide 
a clue as to what had produced the corky texture 
as seen in the Calanais sherds. The surfaces had 
been carefully smoothed and slipped and there is 
decoration on the interior immediately below the 
rim (comprising a single, thin horizontal incised 
line) and over much of the exterior surface. The 
latter consists of horizontal and diagonal incised 
grooves (the latter probably arranged in triangle 
and/or lozenge shapes), and narrow horizontal and 
diagonal bands of ‘wave and dot’ decoration, fea-
turing a meandering line in false relief, the effect 
being created by having carefully gouged the clay 
from either side of the line, then stabbing the hol-
lowed areas with a sharp oval-ended tool.
A few other sherds were considered by Hen-
shall as potential Grooved Ware candidates, but 
the evidence to support their identification as such 
is weak and, as she pointed out, alternative identi-
fications can be suggested. In particular, Cat 524 
(ASH 63, Illus 18.xx) had been likened to the 
ASH 61 pot because of its banded decoration, and 
because the sherd had been thought to have come 
from just above the base of a pot. However, careful 
reassessment of its curvature indicates that this 
is from the neck of a small pot (whose diameter 
at this point had been c150 mm), with the linear 
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shall 1993, with P41–46 offering especially close 
parallels for ASH 61, and P48–54 also being com-
parable); Machrie Moor, Arran (Haggarty 1991, 
illus 6, see especially nos. 17a and 20a); Knowth 
passage tomb 6, Co. Meath, Ireland (Eogan 
1984);and at various sites in southern England, 
including Woodlands, Wiltshire – the find spot 
chosen as the type-site for this variety of Grooved 
Ware by Ian Longworth (Wainwright and Long-
worth 1971).
The evidence from Stenness, Balfarg henge and 
Machrie Moor indicates a pattern of association 
between this type of Grooved Ware and stone 
(and timber) circles, some set within early henge 
monuments. Indeed, it has been argued (Sheri-
dan 2004a, 32–3 and fig. 5.1, and see Chapter 24) 
that this strikingly broad geographical spread was 
related to the spread southwards and south-west-
wards, from Orkney, of the use of stone circles 
(with some being preceded by timber circles, as at 
Machrie Moor, Arran: Haggarty 1991) and of the 
practice of using Grooved Ware pottery in general. 
The two phenomena appear to be linked, with the 
use of Grooved Ware appearing to be an integral 
part of the ceremonies. It should be noted that at 
both Stenness and Balfarg henge, the vessels that 
are most similar to the Calanais vessel had been 
found as large parts (e.g. around a third) of a pot, 
as if a whole pot – or a large portion thereof – had 
been deposited.
The dating of this early type of Grooved Ware 
has recently been reviewed (Schulting et al. 2010, 
33–39), and while its use may have begun in 
Orkney prior to 3100 BC, the evidence from the 
Stones of Stenness suggests its use there during 
the 29th century BC (ibid., illus 23). The vessel 
from that site which most closely resembles the 
Calanais pot – pot 16 (Ritchie 1976, fig. 6, 16) – 
was found in the west ditch terminal, from where 
some of the bones that were AMS-dated in 2006 
and 2007 had been found (Sheridan and Higham 
2006 and 2007). The dating evidence from other 
sites is consistent with a use of this pottery dur-
ing the first few centuries of the third millennium 
BC. At Balfarg Riding School, the pottery most 
similar to the Calanais bowl is associated with six 
dates from Timber Structure 2, the charcoal-im-
pregnated layer in the ditch and the pit (Dalland 
877 (or else as a substantial part of a pot). The 
subsequent disturbance could explain not only the 
displacement of the three sherds to 866, but also 
the disappearance of the rest of the pot. Also, the 
edge of the late ditch 100 was very close to these 
contexts and may have removed related pot-rich 
features.
The stratigraphic evidence is not inconsistent 
with the deposition of the pot in the pit after the 
stone ring had been erected and before the cham-
bered cairn was constructed. It may be that the 
pot’s deposition formed part of the rituals associ-
ated with the initial phases of use of the Ring, thus 
belonging to Phase 6c or 7 in the overall chrono-
logical scheme – or even to Phase 6b immediately 
after the Ring’s erection. (See Chapter 24.3.2).
18.6.3 Discussion of the Grooved Ware (JAS)
The presence of Grooved Ware at Calanais is of 
considerable significance, as this type of pottery is 
very rare indeed in the Hebrides, and absent from 
the north-west mainland of Scotland (Longworth 
& Cleal 1999). The only other Grooved Ware find 
in the Western Isles is a small, thin-walled fine 
bowl from the passage tomb of Unival, North Uist 
(Henshall 1972, 309). The deposition of that bowl 
represents secondary activity in the tomb, occur-
ring after – and probably several centuries after 
– the deposition of Hebridean Neolithic pottery
(Scott 1948). The Unival bowl, while not identical 
to ASH 61, is closely comparable in being a small, 
thin-walled, fine-textured bowl with incised dec-
oration in triangular/lozenge designs. It is smaller 
than the Calanais vessel; its wall splays more and 
the rim curves upwards; and it has stab decoration 
in filled triangles/lozenges rather than the wave 
and dot design, although both pots have horizon-
tal and diagonal grooves, and share the internal 
sub-rim groove.
The variety of Grooved Ware represented by 
ASH 61 belongs to the early part of this ceramic 
tradition and is particularly widespread, being 
found for example at the Stones of Stenness 
(Ritchie 1976), Quanterness (Renfrew 1979) and 
Barnhouse ( Jones 2005) in Orkney; at Balfarg 
henge, Fife (Henshall and Mercer 1981, 128–9 
and fig 43); Balfarg Riding School, Fife (Hen-
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As for the Calanais Grooved Ware pot, there is 
no directly-associated radiocarbon-dated material, 
and so its dating depends on the comparanda cited 
above, and on the supposed date of the erection 
of the Ring. The comparanda from Stenness and 
Knowth suggest that the pot could be as early as 
the 30th or 29th century BC. That date is consist-
ent with the limited and indirect dating of Phase 
6b (i.e. the erection of the Ring), with its termi-
nus post quem of 2980–2510 BC, the interpolated 
date for the start of pollen zone 3a. (See 24.3.2 
and 24.9.1)
In theory, then, the Calanais Grooved Ware 
pot could have been made while the Hebridean 
Neolithic ceramic tradition was still current (as 
discussed in 18.3.3) – although one cannot rule 
out the possibility that its manufacture post-
dates that of the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery 
found at Calanais by up to a few centuries. That 
the Grooved Ware pot had been made locally is 
suggested by the fact that it has the same corky 
fabric as had been seen in some of the Early/Mid-
dle Neolithic pottery from the site. How, then, is 
its presence to be interpreted?
The most plausible scenario is that this exotic 
style of pottery appeared, along with the idea of 
creating a stone circle (and the beliefs and cere-
monial practices that accompanied this), as a re-
sult of links with Orkney around or shortly after 
3000 BC – the same links that are responsible for 
the more general southward spread of the use of 
timber/stone circles and of Grooved Ware (Sher-
idan 2004a; 2012a). This would not have been the 
first occasion on which links had existed along the 
Atlantic façade, between the Hebrides and Ork-
ney, as the shared use of virtually identical Un-
stan Bowls clearly demonstrates. Exactly when the 
shared use of Unstan Bowls occurred remains a 
matter for debate, but recent Bayesian modelling 
of the radiocarbon dates for the Knap of Howar 
settlement in Orkney (where such vessels were 
found in its Phase 2) indicates that Unstan Bowl 
use at that site is bracketed between 3620–3370 
cal BC and 3320–2920 cal BC (95%: Schulting et 
al. 2010, 33 and illus 21). Thus, the Orkney-Heb-
rides Unstan Bowl link could theoretically pre-
date the stone circle/Grooved Ware link by up to 
several centuries.
1993, table 8). These dates cluster within the first 
three centuries of the third millennium, with some 
standard deviations extending back into the late 
fourth millennium; Bayesian modelling of those 
dates might suggest a narrower date range. And at 
Knowth passage tomb 6, three recently-obtained 
AMS determinations for calcined human bone 
found in the immediate vicinity of the Grooved 
Ware pot cluster tightly (when Bayesian-mod-
elled) in the range c 3000–2900 cal BC (Schulting 
et al. 2010, 37; Schulting et al. forthcoming).
The dating from other sites is problematic, but 
could still be taken to indicate the use of this type 
of Grooved Ware within the first half of the third 
millennium BC. At Balfarg henge, feature A11 – a 
posthole of one of the timber circles within the 
henge, whose fill included parts of a pot compa-
rable in style to the Calanais vessel (Henshall & 
Mercer 1981, fig. 43,7) – produced charcoal that 
was dated to 4035±50 BP (GU-1161, 2860–2470 
cal BC at 95.4% probability). However, the dated 
sample was bulked charcoal of alder (c 32 g), wil-
low (c 4.2 g), hazel (c 3 g), oak (c 1.7 g) and un-
identified species (c 48 g: Dickson & Stenhouse 
1981), thereby casting some doubt on its reliabil-
ity. Furthermore, since this was a date measured 
before technical upgrades at the dating labora-
tory, Ashmore et al. (2000) have recorded that its 
standard deviation needs to be increased to ±110, 
thereby reducing its precision to 2890–2290 cal 
BC at 95.4% probability.
The dating evidence for the timber circles at 
Machrie Moor (Haggarty 1991) is not good 
enough to be used, although it should be noted 
that the complex timber circle (site 1) that has 
produced the Grooved Ware similar to the Cala-
nais pot is comparable with other complex timber 
circles that have been dated – mainly in Ireland 
– to between 2900/2800 and 2500 BC (e.g. at
Knowth, Co. Meath; Ballynahatty, Co. Down; 
at sites on the M3 motorway in Co. Meath; and 
near Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone: Eogan and Roche 
1999; Hartwell 1998; Lyne 2008; J. Lochrie pers. 
comm.).
The dating evidence from southern England, 
reviewed by Garwood (1999), is ambivalent and 
inadequate, with some dates within the first half of 
the third millennium, and others in the second half.
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18.7.1 Stylistically earliest, international-type 
Beakers (JAS)
Stylistically the earliest Beaker pottery is repre-
sented by sherds of four very thin-walled, fine, 
almost inclusion-free Beakers (ASH 37–39, Il-
lus. 18.13–18.15, and ASH 40, not illustrated) 
of international style. In David Clarke’s Beaker 
typology (1970), ASH 37 and 38 – and probably 
also ASH 40 – fall into his ‘All Over Cord[-im-
pressed]’ (AOC) category, and ASH 39 into his 
‘European’ (E) category. According to Lanting & 
van der Waals’ stepwise Beaker typochronology 
(1972), they would all fall within steps 1–2. Ac-
cording to Humphrey Case’s scheme (2004), all 
belong in his ‘Group D’. And according to the 
latest typochronology, by Stuart Needham (2005), 
all will have been ‘Low-Carinated Beakers’. All 
four classification schemes agree that these are 
early and of styles with a wide, international 
distribution.
The AOC Beaker ASH 37 (Illus 18.13) is rep-
resented by four abraded sherds from the rim and 
neck, as follows (Table 18.4).
(Note that Henshall had originally attributed 
Cat 350 to ASH 38, but in fact it belongs to this 
pot, conjoining with Cat 342.) Cat 343 and 346 
probably conjoin, but their edges are too abraded 
18.7 Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age: 
Beaker and Food Vessel
At least 53 vessels – 51 Beaker plus one definite 
and one probable Food Vessel – have been iden-
tified, making Beakers potentially the commonest 
category of pottery found at Calanais (although 
the difficulties of estimating the minimum num-
ber of Early/Middle Neolithic vessels makes com-
parison of vessel numbers hard).
The Beaker pottery is diverse in style and likely 
to relate to different episodes, and different kinds 
of activity; the Food Vessels are likely to represent 
at least one further episode of activity. Overall, the 
episodes of activity represented by the Beakers and 
Food Vessels could span as many as 750 years. As 
will be seen below, the question of how these epi-
sodes relate to the other evidence for activities at the 
site (e.g. the construction, use and modification of 
the chambered cairn) is not always easy to answer.
In order to structure the description and dis-
cussion of the Beaker and Food Vessel pottery, it 
will be dealt with as follows:
18.7.1-4: Stylistically earliest, international-type 
Beakers; 18.7.5-13: Miscellaneous fine and ‘do-
mestic’ Beakers; 18.7.10-12: Beaker ASH 42, from 
a possible grave; 18.7.13-15: The Food Vessels
Illus 18.13 International-type, AOC Beaker ASH 37. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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least wet-smoothed), and polished to a medium 
sheen on the exterior. 
Beaker ASH 38, a smaller AOC Beaker, is rep-
resented by between six and eight sherds (Illus 
18.14; Table 18.5). Three of these (Cat 347, 348 
and 351), are from the rim and upper neck area 
and conjoin with each other. A fourth neck sherd, 
Cat 357, may also belong to this pot although one 
cannot rule out the possibility that it belongs to 
ASH 37; it does not (contra the original Henshall 
catalogue) seem to belong to ASH 39. Cat 846 is 
a very small sherd from the pot’s gentle carination. 
A base-belly junction sherd, Cat 356, may also to 
belong to this pot; it had originally been attributed 
to ASH 39 but differs from that Beaker slightly in 
colour and its characteristics are consistent with 
those of the ASH 38 sherds.
Again, less than 5% of the vessel is present.
As with ASH 37, the rim is gently squared off 
and, along with the upper neck, gently everted. The 
estimated rim diameter is c 130 mm and the wall 
thickness ranges from 5.7 mm to 7 mm. The fab-
ric matches that of ASH 37 (including the pres-
ence of glittery mica platelets). The surfaces are a 
dark reddish-brown and the core is dark grey; the 
surfaces had been very carefully smoothed (and 
possibly slipped), and the exterior polished to a 
low sheen.
to form a firm conjoin. Overall, less than 5% of 
the pot is represented by these sherds.
Table 18.4. Sherds from Beaker ASH 37
Cat SF No Area Con-text
Shd 
Wt (g)
ASH 
No
342 81.382 BV 813 4 37
343 81.396 BV 813 5 37
346 81.179 BV 810 9 37
350 81.416 BVWX 160.3 1 38 [sic]
The rim is gently squared off; it and the upper 
neck splay gently, before the rest of the neck de-
scends near-vertically to what would have been a 
low carination and flat base.
The estimated rim diameter is c 180 mm, 
narrowing to c 160 mm at the upper neck; wall 
thickness ranges from 4.4 mm (on Cat 350) 
to 6.5 mm, and the fabric is virtually inclu-
sion-free (type 3), although tiny mica platelets 
give the surfaces a slightly glittery appearance. 
The sherds are a dark, slightly reddish-brown 
throughout and the surfaces had been very 
carefully smoothed (and possibly slipped or at 
Illus 18.14 International-type, AOC Beaker ASH 38. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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Both ASH 37 and 38 have been decorated 
with horizontal impressions of fine (c 1mm thick) 
twisted cord, with three lines on the inside just 
below the rim, and a blank area on the exterior of 
the neck before the horizontal lines commence. By 
analogy with other AOC Beakers, it is assumed 
that these lines will have continued down to the 
bottom (or close to the bottom) of the wall, and 
indeed the small sherd 846 confirms the presence 
of horizontal lines on either side of the carination.
A belly sherd from one other pot (Cat 372, 
ASH 40; not illustrated) has twisted cord im-
pressions and could be from an AOC Beaker al-
though it is slightly thicker than the others and 
is somewhat gritty (fabric 4).A second sherd that 
may well belong to this pot, and is from the neck, 
also has twisted cord impressions, albeit very faint 
(Cat 917, ASH 76 crb).Beakers ASH 37, 38 and 
Table 18.5 Sherds from Beaker ASH 38
Cat SF No Area Con-text
Shd
Wt (g)
ASH 
No
347 81.176 BV 810 4 38
348 81.619 BVSX 837 4 38
349 81.431 BVSX 812.1 1 38
351 81.104 HII 736 2 38
352 81.104 HII 736 1 38
356 80.115 BI 117 2 39 [sic]
357 80.144 BI 120 2 39 [sic]
846 80.61 BV 117 1 76 crb
Illus 18.15 International-type Beaker ASH 39. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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on the exterior, and a low to medium sheen on 
the interior. There are signs that the interior may 
have been scraped prior to polishing, to ensure 
thinness of the walls, and some sherds had broken 
along strap joint lines to reveal that the constituent 
straps had been fairly narrow on the neck. The 
exterior surface is blackish-brown; the core, dark 
grey; and the interior is medium brown, slightly 
reddish, becoming darker brown at the upper neck. 
Patches of very thin black staining on both sur-
faces may represent the residue left by evapora-
tion of pot’s contents (although some deliberate 
blackening of the exterior may have occurred); this 
residue does not represent material burnt on by 
the use of the pot for cooking.
While of recognisably international style 
(Clarke’s ‘European’, ‘E’), this Beaker contains a 
local element in that part of its decoration has 
been made by impressing the edge of a cockle 
shell, collected from a nearby beach, into its sur-
face. (See below for other examples of the use of 
shell on Calanais Beakers).
The decoration is fairly sparse and comprises 
roughly horizontal short stretches of shell impres-
sion, forming 2 discontinuous lines on the neck, 
spaced around 9 mm apart. There is a discontin-
uous line of shell impressions immediately above 
the carination, an untidy, slightly diagonal line on 
the carination, and another line immediately be-
low it. Below this, there is a shallow incised criss-
cross lattice design on belly. The decoration had 
been partly smudged by the final pot-smoothing 
process.
In her discussion of the early Beakers, Henshall 
also included the tiny rim sherd with a low, sub-
rim external cordon (ASH 49a, Cat 450) within 
this category, and while this pot may indeed have 
been early, it is not the only Beaker in the assem-
blage with such a cordon (c.f. ASH 50, Cat 457–8, 
for example), nor is the sherd as diagnostic an in-
dicator of ‘early, international style’ as the shape of 
ASH 37–39. It will therefore be discussed below 
along with the ‘miscellaneous fine and domestic’ 
Beakers – on the understanding that the ‘miscel-
laneous fine Beaker’ category might well include 
some vessels that are as early as the ‘international 
style’ Beakers but which, like Cat 450, are not in-
dubitably early.
40 are the only pots in the Calanais assemblage 
with twisted cord impression.
The ‘European’ Beaker ASH 39 (Illus 18.15) is 
somewhat less incomplete than ASH 37 and 38, 
with around 15% of the body being present. It is 
represented by 12, possibly 13 sherds from the rim, 
neck, carination and belly (Table 18.6, and see also 
18.11.5, Entry 1).
Table 18.6 Sherds from Beaker ASH 39
Cat SF No Area Con-text
Shd 
Wt (g)
ASH 
No
353 81.170 BII 112 <1 39
354 80.39 BI 107 1 39
355 80.115 BI 117 3 39
358 
(poss.) 80.144 BI 120 <1 NC
362–
363 81.305 BIWX 9999 3 39
364 80.185 BNW 9999 <1 39
366 80.61 BV 117 4 39
367 81.448 BV 812 3 39
368 81.174 BV 813 4 39
369 81.396 BV 813 2 39
370–
371 
(con-
joined)
81.137 
+ 
81.392
BVSX 141 13 39
The rim is gently squared off and the neck (which 
occupies around 2/3 of the pot’s height) is long and 
sinuous, flaring at the top. The neck-belly junction 
is marked by a low gentle carination, and the pot 
would have had a flat base (Fig. 18.14). In size it is 
comparable with ASH 37, with an estimated rim 
diameter of c 165 mm and estimated carination 
diameter of c 130 mm; enough of the pot is present 
to estimate its height at c 120 mm. Wall thickness 
ranges between 4.7 mm and 5.9 mm.
The fabric is virtually inclusion-free but for a 
few corky voids on its interior (fabric 1a). The sur-
faces had been very carefully smoothed, possibly 
slipped, and polished – to a medium to high sheen 
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18.7.2 Distribution of stylistically earliest, 
international-type Beakers (PJA)
With the exception of Cat 372 (ASH 40) which 
was found in Area DIII, and Cat 917 (ASH 76 
crb but may well be from ASH 40), which was 
found in DI, all the sherds from the early, inter-
national-style Beakers described above come from 
the east side of the excavated area (Illus 18.16).
All four of the sherds from AOC Beaker ASH 
37 were found in Area BV and its western exten-
sion into the passage area (Illus 18.17, Table 18.4). 
Two (Cat 242 and 243) came from the oval Pit 
813 with its dark soil containing much charcoal; 
one (Cat 346) came from disturbed green sandy 
clay 810 in the southern part of Area BV, around a 
metre away from pit 813; and the fourth (Cat 350) 
was found in the post-Grooved Ware, pre-Insular 
Beaker soil 160 in Area BVWX. The overall extent 
of the spread of sherds from this Beaker is nearly 
3 metres.
Illus 18.16 Distribution, by weight, of sherds from the early international-style Beakers ASH 
37–40. They were probably all originally deposited before construction of the chambered 
cairn and enclosure
Illus 18.17 Distribution, by weight, of sherds 
from AOC Beaker ASH 37.The cairn is in-
cluded although it may have been later than 
initial deposition of the Beaker.  The lines 
show conjoining sherds
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used to bed the large stones of the primary layers 
of the cairn. Broadly similar contexts also con-
tained fairly abundant sherds of Early to Middle 
Neolithic Corky pottery, which must have been 
residual. This implies that the initial deposition of 
Beaker ASH 38 – probably in the southern part 
of Area BV – pre-dated the construction of the 
chambered cairn, and suggests that its disturbance 
occurred when the cairn was constructed.
The sherds that belong to Beaker ASH 39 
were even more widely spread (Illus 18.19, Ta-
ble 18.6), with slightly over 10 metres between 
the furthest-flung sherds. The greatest number 
and weight of sherds of came from BV and its 
southern extension (Cat 366–371), from ground-
worked soil 141, late plough soil 117, and from 
the dark pit 813; note that pit 813 had also pro-
duced sherds from ASH 37. Three (including Cat 
358, which may belong to this pot) came from BI, 
one from turf 107 (Cat 354), one from pre-peat 
plough soil 117 (Cat 355), and one from upper 
soil 120 in the as yet unbuilt enclosure (Cat 358). 
Two sherds (Cat 362, 363) were found in BIWX, 
The six to eight sherds of AOC Beaker ASH 38 
were more widely spread, with a distance of nearly 
7 m between the most widely-separated sherds (Il-
lus 18.18, Table 18.5). One (Cat 356, the wall-base 
junction sherd that may belong to this pot) came 
from superficial pre-peat soil 117 in BI, while an-
other (Cat 846) came from the same context in 
BV. Two came from the southern part of BV, in 
disturbed sandy green clay 810 (Cat 347) and per-
haps slightly less disturbed sandy green clay 812.1 
(Cat 349).Cat 348 came from BVSX, context 837 
– slowly-accumulated fills of a cultivation bed
trough. The two sherds that are most important 
in terms of the dating of activities at Calanais are, 
however, Cat 351 and 352, as these shed light on 
when the chambered cairn was constructed. (Cat 
351 conjoins with Cat 348 from BVSX.) Both 351 
and 352 were found in the primary fill 736 of the 
cairn in Area H and, as argued elsewhere, these are 
unlikely to have arrived in that position through 
percolation through the cairn material. Instead, as 
argued in Chapter 12 (Area H), it is highly likely 
that these two sherds had been introduced in soil 
Illus 18.18 Distribution, by weight, of sherds 
from AOC Beaker ASH 38.The cairn is in-
cluded although it was later than initial depo-
sition of the Beaker. The line shows conjoin-
ing sherds
Illus 18.19 Distribution by weight of Interna-
tional Beaker ASH 39.The cairn is included 
although it may have been later than initial 
deposition of the Beaker. The largest spot rep-
resents 13g.The line shows conjoining sherds
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and Newmill, Perth & Kinross (Watkins & Shep-
herd 1980, the former with AOC, Cord-Zoned 
Maritime and epi-Maritime-type Beakers, the 
latter with a herringbone-impressed ‘European’ 
Beaker); and
 — the cist graves with AOC Beakers from Dor-
noch Nursery, Sutherland (Ashmore 1989) and 
Salen, Mull (Duns 1883), the latter with frag-
ments of a copper blade.
Sherds from two Beakers from the Poltalloch 
Estate in Argyll & Bute – one an AOC Beaker, 
the other a ‘European’ type (Maritime) Beaker with 
cardium (cockle shell) impressions, might also have 
come from cist graves (Clarke 1970, 71 and 514; 
RCAHMS 1988, 20, fig. C and 21). Like the Cala-
nais Beakers, these are thin-walled and fine-textured.
Human remains from three of these Scottish 
graves – Sorisdale, Upper Largie and Dornoch 
Nursery – have recently been radiocarbon dated 
(as have the ‘Amesbury Archer’ and ‘Boscombe 
Bowmen’), and all have produced dates within the 
third quarter of the third millennium BC (Sher-
idan 2007c), placing them among the earliest 
Beaker finds in Britain. For example, the Soris-
dale individual produced a date of 3879±32 BP 
(2470–2220 cal BC at 95.4% probability, OxA-
14722: Sheridan 2005, 183). Significantly, where 
the human remains have survived and it has been 
possible to undertake strontium and oxygen iso-
tope analysis of the molar enamel of the deceased, 
the results have come back as ‘non-local’ in the 
case of Sorisdale (Sheridan 2008b), the ‘Ames-
bury Archer’ and some of the ‘Boscombe Bowmen’ 
(Fitzpatrick 2011). All may have been immigrants 
from the Continent, with the ‘Amesbury Archer’ 
believed to have come from Alpine central Europe, 
some of the ‘Boscombe Bowmen’ possibly coming 
from northern France, and the Sorisdale individ-
ual conceivably coming from the Netherlands (al-
though more research is required to check the last 
identification). A probable Dutch connection has 
also been claimed for the Upper Largie and New-
mill graves (Sheridan 2008b; Watkins & Shep-
herd 1980). Therefore, it seems likely that these 
international-style Beakers are associated with the 
widespread (but sparse) appearance in Britain of a 
small number of Continental immigrants; the rea-
very probably in the loose cairn material or the turf 
(9999), and a rimsherd (Cat 364) was found in the 
northwest of Area B, also in 9999.Finally, Cat 353 
came from BII, in context 112; this context was a 
plough soil which in some places was composed 
of ploughed-down and spread Stage 2 enclosure 
bank, and in others seems merely to have been the 
subsoil of the prevalent pre-peat soil 117.
Finally, the sherd from the fourth stylistically 
early Beaker pot (Cat 372, ASH 40, possibly an 
AOC Beaker, not illustrated) came from general 
soil 309 in Area DIII, to the west of the Ring 
(Illus 18.16).
18.7.3 Discussion of the stylistically earliest, 
international-type Beakers (JAS)
The question of how and when these Beak-
ers were originally deposited at Calanais will be 
considered below, in the light of the spatial and 
contextual data presented in 18.7.3; first, their 
comparanda and likely date will be reviewed.
Beakers of Clarke’s AOC and E types (includ-
ing small pots comparable to ASH 38) are particu-
larly widely distributed over Britain, extending as 
far north as Shetland (Clarke 1970, fig. VIII and 
maps 1 and 2). They have been found in graves, in 
chamber tombs and in domestic contexts.
The grave finds include the earliest finds of 
Beaker pottery in Britain – as in the case of the 
‘Amesbury Archer’ and ‘Boscombe Bowmen’ 
graves, Wiltshire and the graves from Sorisdale, 
Coll and Upper Largie, Argyll & Bute, for exam-
ple (Fitzpatrick 2011; Ritchie & Crawford 1978; 
Sheridan 2008; Cook et al. 2010). As discussed 
elsewhere (Sheridan 2008; Cook et al. 2010; Shep-
herd 2012), the graves feature oval or sub-rectan-
gular pits dug into the ground, with the deceased 
interred in a wooden, probably plank-built rec-
tangular ‘coffin’ or in a stone version thereof (i.e. a 
cist), or perhaps sometimes without any container. 
Examples from Scotland include the following:
 — The aforementioned oval grave with a small 
AOC Beaker from Sorisdale, Coll (Ritchie & 
Crawford 1978);
 — the Dutch-style graves from Upper Largie, 
Argyll & Bute (Sheridan 2008; Cook et al. 2010) 
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identical to that obtained for the Sorisdale indi-
vidual (but see Sheridan 2012c, 231 regarding the 
dating of material from the trench in question).
Given these comparanda, it therefore seems 
likely that the Calanais international-style Beakers 
date to the third quarter of the third millennium 
(i.e. within the Chalcolithic period – see Sheridan 
2012 b), possibly as early as the 25th century BC. 
Unfortunately, no radiocarbon date was securely 
associated with any of the Calanais sherds, and the 
stratigraphic data reveal only that:
 — ASH 37 had been deposited later than the 
Grooved Ware pot ASH 61, and before the in-
sular-style Beaker pottery as described in 18.7.5;
 — The sherds of ASH 37 and 38 found in 810, 
and of ASH 39 found in 812, are in contexts that 
are interpreted as contemporary with or slightly 
later than the building of the green clay platform 
and its associated light timber structure;
 — The sherds of ASH 37 and ASH 39 in pit 
813 had been deposited during the build-up of 
plough soil 141 which is believed to have ceased 
sometime before – probably well before – 1690 
BC (see 7.3.2–7.3.3); and
 — ASH 38 had been deposited before the cham-
ber tomb was constructed.
Furthermore, the two radiocarbon dates from 
Calanais that fall within our ‘candidate’ 2500–
2250 BC horizon – SUERC-11590 and -11591 
(Chapter 23.10.2 Radiocarbon Dates) – cannot 
be linked with the international Beaker sherds, as 
they represent residual material in plough soils re-
lating to the dilapidation of the chambered cairn.
As far as the contextual and stratigraphic data 
are concerned, with the exception of the two 
pieces found in the basal level of the cairn, the 
sherds are not linked with any of the structures 
(such as the pre-cairn timber structure/s) and not 
a single sherd is demonstrably in its original place 
of deposition. (The presence of a few sherds in-
side the area occupied by the Enclosure does not 
imply any contemporaneity with that structure; 
see Chapter 24.13 on the dating of the Stage 2 
Enclosure.) The degree of disturbance to ASH 
37–39 is reflected in the fact that, in most cases, 
pottery of earlier and later date had been found 
sons for their appearance are discussed elsewhere 
(Sheridan 2008b; 2012b; Shepherd 2012). That 
said, it should also be noted that AOC Beakers 
appear to have a long currency in Britain: there 
is evidence (e.g. from Eweford, East Lothian: 
Sheridan 2007c, fig. 11.8) suggesting that AOC 
Beakers continued to be made into the last quarter 
of the third millennium (at least until c 2200 BC. 
See Needham 2005 for a discussion of this phe-
nomenon). AOC Beakers are, however, principally 
a Chalcolithic phenomenon. On the Continent, 
the comparanda for our early, international-style 
Beakers are unlikely to precede the 25th century 
by very long, if at all. (See Sheridan 2008c for 
a discussion.) This therefore offers a generalised 
terminus post quem for the Calanais examples.
The other contexts which have produced early, 
international style Beakers include a few chamber 
tombs in Scotland (Clarke 1970, 529–30, 531–2), 
with Geirisclett, North Uist constituting a West-
ern Isles find (Henshall 1972, 310, UST 18,2); 
here, however, the sherds of AOC Beaker are less 
fine-textured than those of Calanais ASH 37–39, 
and are closer in fabric to ASH 40.It is assumed – 
though cannot be proven – that the Beakers found 
in chamber tombs had accompanied interments. 
Where this has been tested through radiocar-
bon-dating human remains from such contexts, 
this has been found to be the case (e.g. at Achna-
creebeag, Argyll & Bute: Sheridan 2005).
The non-funerary finds of early, internation-
al-style Beakers in Scotland include sherds of 
AOC pottery from Tiree (Clarke 1970, 514), of 
AOC and E Beaker from Torastain Cornaig, Coll, 
and those of both AOC and cardial-impressed 
E Beakers, thin-walled and fine-textured, from a 
midden at Sanna Bay, Ardnamurchan (ibid., 513; 
Mitchell 1934, 146; Ritchie 1970, 52). A fur-
ther sherd of AOC Beaker from Ardnamurchan 
was found in sandhills at Cul na Croise, Ken-
tra Bay (Ritchie 1970, 51-2). The recent excava-
tions at a Beaker period settlement on machair 
at Sligeanach, Cill Donnan, South Uist (Sharples 
2012) have produced sherds of an AOC Beaker 
(Sheridan 2012c, fig. 11.11, A1). A radiocarbon 
date – on sheep bone from the same context as the 
AOC Beaker – of  3875±35 BP (2470–2200 cal 
BC at 95.4% probability, OxA-8905) is virtually 
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this is offered by the deposition of a potful of barley 
grains (together with the Beaker that had proba-
bly contained them) on an ancient Early Neolithic 
long mound at Eweford, East Lothian (Lelong & 
MacGregor 2007, 90 and fig. 4.21).
18.7.4 Miscellaneous fine and ‘domestic’ 
Beakers
Most of the Beaker sherds from Calanais fall 
within this category, the vessels encompassing 
Henshall’s catalogue numbers ASH 41, 43–60, 
63, 65–8 and 70–72, plus numerous sherds from 
among her ASH 76 and 79 categories and a few 
that she had not classified. It is hard to be certain 
about how many vessels are represented, because 
there are overlaps in fabric types between Beaker 
and Early/Middle Neolithic sherds, and some 135 
small featureless sherds have had to be listed in 
the Catalogue under headings such as ‘[E/MN] 
corky or Beaker’ (see Technical Note 18.7.6). Not 
only is there textural overlap: there is also some 
spatial overlap in the distribution of Early/Middle 
Neolithic and Beaker pottery, especially in Area 
D. Similarly, in several cases it is impossible to 
be sure whether the sherds in question are from 
‘domestic’ Beaker or much later pots (see Chapter 
18.7.7 and Technical Note 18.7.7) The description 
and discussion that follows focuses on those sherds 
that are deemed to be definitely, probably or possi-
bly Beaker (excepting those which are covered in 
sections 18.7.1–18.7.4 and 18.7.10–18.7.12). The 
sherds in question are listed in Technical Notes 
18.7.6 and 18.7.7. If one then takes a conserva-
tive estimate of the minimum number of vessels 
represented among those listed sherds, restricting 
the criterion of acceptability to ‘feature’ sherds (e.g. 
rims, cordons and bases, and decorated sherds), 
and excludes those where there is uncertainty 
about the identification, one arrives at a figure of 
45 (comprising 27 ‘fine’ pots and of 18 ‘domestic’ 
pots, as defined below). However, if one accepts 
every individual entry in the lists as a discrete pot, 
the total rises to 93 (60 fine, 33 ‘domestic’) – al-
though this may be an over-estimate, since the 
small size of many of the pieces makes it impossi-
ble to tell whether sherds listed in different entries 
could belong to the same pots.
in the same contexts. And while it is tempting to 
view the oval pit 813 – in which sherds of ASH 
37 and ASH 39 were found – as a potential grave, 
but if it was it was much later and associated with 
Beaker ASH 42 (see Chapter 7.8.5).
What can we say, then, about the deposition 
of these four pots? The fact that a greater per-
centage of each vessel was present (as far as ASH 
37–39 are concerned) than had been the case with 
the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery suggests that 
these may originally have been deposited as com-
plete pots. The concentration of sherds of ASH 
37–39 in Area BV and its southern extension 
could be taken to indicate that they had been de-
posited outside the Ring, in its SE quadrant area. 
It is indeed possible that they had been deposited 
in one or more grave which lie/s outside the ex-
cavated area. The possibility that there may have 
been some graves (in addition to the later Beaker 
grave containing ASH 42, discussed below) is dis-
cussed in Chapter 24.12.10.They may have been 
set into the area between BIV/BV and the Ring, 
or that south and east of stone 30 of the East Row, 
outside BI/BIV/BV, which were not excavated. 
Alternatively, as suggested in 7.10, one cannot rule 
out the possibility that the light timber structure 
inside the Ring had been used for funerary pur-
poses, and that the Beakers had been disturbed 
during clearing out of this structure prior to cairn 
construction. What one can say is that it is un-
likely that any of these early Beakers had been 
grave goods for interments in the chamber tomb, 
since at least one of these pots demonstrably pre-
dates the tomb’s construction.
Whether or not the international Beakers had 
been grave goods, their proximity to the Ring sug-
gests that their deposition had been determined by 
the presence of the Ring. In other words, if they had 
been grave goods for one or more pit-dug grave, the 
juxtaposition of the grave/s with the Ring evokes 
the kind of deliberate placement as seen in the 
grave of the ‘Amesbury Archer’ (although in the 
latter case, the grave lies at a considerably greater 
distance from the Stonehenge circle: see Fitzpatrick 
2011). If the Calanais international Beakers had 
been deposited in a non-funerary context, again 
this implies deliberate structured deposition that 
respects a by-then ancient sacred site. A parallel for 
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of 280–300 mm (Cat 468, ASH 55) – have been 
labelled in the Catalogue as ‘domestic Beaker’. 
However, it should be emphasised that all the 
Beakers described here probably formed part of 
the same ceramic repertoire, with the ‘fine’ pots 
simply representing the smaller and finer com-
ponent. (See Gibson 1982, 69–76 for a discussion 
of Beaker domestic assemblages.) Whether they 
had actually been used at Calanais in a domestic 
context will be considered below.
In terms of situating these pots within our un-
derstanding of Beaker pottery in general, it should 
be noted that they do not fit comfortably within the 
existing Beaker classificatory schemes, which were 
largely constructed with funerary Beakers in mind; 
the closest comparanda in Clarke’s 1970 scheme 
are late Northern British Beakers. However, as will 
As with the Early/Middle Neolithic pottery, the 
vessels discussed here are highly fragmented, with 
most pots represented by single (or a few) sherds 
constituting less than 2% of the overall vessel. (The 
exception is a large ‘domestic’ Beaker, Cat422–449 
and 857–61 (ASH 48), but even here, less than 
10% of the pot is represented.) Reconstruction 
of overall pot shapes and decorative schemes is 
therefore hampered. However, it is clear that a 
range of vessel sizes and fabrics is represented, and 
a distinction can be made between thin-walled, 
fine-textured and generally small to medium-sized 
pots (with estimated rim diameters of 100–200 
mm) – henceforth referred to as ‘fine’ – and others 
that are generally slightly thicker-walled and/or 
larger, and/or coarser-textured. The latter – which 
include one pot with an estimated rim diameter 
Illus 18.20 Miscellaneous fine Beakers. All drawings except Cat 29 by Tom Borthwick; Cat 
29 by Marion O’Neil
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incised lines around the neck of the pot. In some 
cases, these are deep grooves (e.g. Cat 409, 410 
and 413, ASH 45a, 45b and 46); in others, they are 
shallow (e.g. Cat 415, ASH 46). In one instance 
(Cat 416, ASH 46), the lines run in two directions 
(horizontal plus diagonal) – a common motif on 
Beaker pottery, with Hebridean parallels including 
sherds from Northton, Harris (e.g. Gibson 2006, 
fig. 3.23, 14) and Sligeanach, South Uist (Sheridan 
2012c, fig 11.11,10).
Impressed decoration is present on Cat 536, 
ASH 65; Cat 541–2, ASH 67 and Cat 543, ASH 
68 (with Cat 541–3 possibly all from the same 
pot) and in each case it consists of random dot-
stab impressions, some roughly circular. These pots 
had not originally been classed as Beakers by Hen-
shall and indeed, as pointed out below, we cannot 
rule out the possibility of an Early/Middle Neo-
lithic date for these sherds; but there are parallels 
for the use (albeit rare) of dot-stab impressions 
on Beaker pottery (e.g. at Rosinish, Benbecula: 
Shepherd 1976, fig. 11.3.4).
What is striking about the decoration on the 
fine Beakers – and also the ‘domestic’ Beakers – is 
the absence of cord- and comb-impressed deco-
ration: this sets these pots apart from the early, 
international-style Beakers ASH 37, 38 and 40 
described above, with their cord impressions, 
and from Beaker ASH 42 (described below in 
18.3.14–16), with its comb-impressed decoration.
The presence of thin blackish organic residue on 
the exterior of fine Beaker sherds Cat 450 (ASH 
49a) and Cat 457–8 (ASH 50) provides a clue as 
to these pots’ original contents, although it is hard 
to be certain whether this represents burnt-on ma-
terial, from the use of the pots as cooking pots, or 
material that has simply spilt onto the exterior and 
had evaporated. Similarly, it is unclear whether 
the burning that may well have been suffered by 
Cat 672 (ASH 79) – a very thin, fine pot – had 
resulted from the pot having lain in a hearth after 
breaking from use as a cooking pot.
18.7.6 The ‘domestic’ Beakers
The ‘domestic’ Beakers (listed in Technical Note 
18.7.7 and see Illus 18.21 and 22) are generally 
larger, with estimated rim diameters up to 280–
be seen below (18.7.9), the Calanais assemblage 
finds several points of similarity with non-funerary 
Beaker assemblages in the Western Isles.
18.7.5 The fine Beakers
The ‘fine’ Beakers (listed in Technical Note 18.7.6, 
and see Illus 18.20) range in size from an esti-
mated rim diameter of 100 mm (Cat 409, ASH 
45a) to just over c 200 mm (Cat 459, ASH 51), 
with most falling towards the lower end of that 
range. Wall thickness ranges between just 4.3 
mm (Cat155, ASH 11) and 8.5 mm (Cat 416, 
ASH 46) – with base sherd thickness of up to 
10.6 mm (Cat 472, ASH 58). Most are of fabric 
type 3 (i.e. containing very few inclusions), but 
fabrics 1a and 2 (and, in two instances, gritty fab-
ric 4) are also represented. The surfaces had been 
carefully smoothed and either wet-smoothed or 
coated with a thin slip; in some cases (e.g. Cat 415, 
ASH 46) the surfaces had been polished to a low 
or medium sheen. Rims are rounded (Cat. 457–8, 
ASH 50), gently squared-off (Cat 29, ASH NC) 
or slightly pointed (Cat 409, ASH 45a; Cat 450, 
ASH 49a) and upright or slightly everted. Definite 
or possible sub-rim cordons on the outside of the 
neck were noted on seven sherds, from six or seven 
pots (Cat 450, ASH 49a;Cat 451, ASH 49b;Cat 
457, ASH 50; Cat. 459, ASH 51; Cat 896, ASH 
76 crb; and Cat 918–9, ASH 76 crb, these last 
from one or two pots). These cordons – a wide-
spread feature on Beaker pottery – may have been 
decorative, but they could also have facilitated the 
tying of a flexible cover.
The neck sherds belonging to the fine Beak-
ers indicate curving, splaying necks akin to those 
seen among the early, international-style Beakers 
ASH 37–39. One definite, and gentle, carination is 
present in the assemblage – a burnt sherd Cat 672 
(ASH 79) – and there are two other possible cari-
nation sherds (Cat 932, ASH 76 crb, and Cat1004, 
ASH 76 crb). The base sherds are, naturally, flat; Cat 
469–70 (ASH 56) are from a base, around 80 mm 
in its diameter, with an internal omphalos (raised 
area) at the centre, while Cat 472 (ASH 58) has a 
pedestalled base, above which the belly kinks out.
The decorative repertoire on these fine Beakers 
is very narrow, consisting principally of horizontal 
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Illus 18.21 Miscellaneous ‘domestic’ Beakers. All drawings except Cat 524 and Cat 547–8 
by Tom Borthwick; others by Marion O’Neil
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by Cat 422–449 and 857–61 (ASH 48) had been 
polished to a low sheen.
The rims on the ‘domestic’ Beakers are either 
rounded or gently squared off, and upright or flar-
ing (as in Cat 468, ASH 55, Illus 18.21). Some 
sense of the overall shape of one of the ‘domestic’ 
Beakers is provided by the sherds belonging to 
ASH 48 (Illus 18.22): this unusually-shaped ves-
sel has a funnel-like neck with minimally-everted 
rim, and below this the body swells out, with a 
gentle carination at the top of the belly. (See 
18.11.5, entry 3, for a detailed description of this 
pot.) Indeed, it may not be the only large pot with 
a funnel-like neck. If Cat 405 (ASH 44a) and 406 
(44b) genuinely belong to a single pot, then this 
implies that the 140 mm wide neck swelled out 
to a globular belly, possibly as wide as c 230 mm. 
300 mm (Cat 468, ASH 55), and they are also 
thicker-walled, with thickness ranging up to 16.4 
mm (Cat 462–3, ASH 53). However, a few fairly 
small pots have been included in this category, on 
the grounds that they are either thicker-walled 
than the ‘fine’ pots, or else that that they have a 
gritty fabric that sets them apart from most of the 
fine pots. Overall, the fabric of these ‘domestic’ 
Beakers varies, with fabric types 1, 1a, 2, 3 and 4 all 
represented – so some pots are gritty, some corky, 
and others have very few inclusions. Some pots 
have fairly large lithic inclusions, and the stone 
used includes crushed quartz and sharp sand. De-
spite the large size of most of these pots, care had 
been paid to achieving smooth surfaces, and they 
had been wet-smoothed or, in some cases possibly 
slipped. Parts of the exterior of the pot represented 
Illus 18.22 Large ‘domestic’ Beaker jar ASH 48. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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incised ‘V’ (Cat 671, ASH 79) is not certainly a 
Beaker, and may be of later date; see below regard-
ing its stratigraphic position.
Impressed decoration is also present on the ‘do-
mestic’ Beakers, with two pots having shell-edge 
impressions: cockle, in the case of Cat 417–421 
(ASH 47), and some other marine shell with a 
wavy edge in the case of Cat 422–438 and 857–
861, ASH 48). In the former, the impressions are 
arranged in horizontal and diagonal lines; in the 
latter, as horizontal lines, extending below the 
neck grooves and also present on the rim top. 
Finger- or thumbnail impressions are present 
on two or three pots, and in each case the nail 
Indeed, it is conceivable that the pots represented 
by Cat 462–5 (ASH 53a–b), Cat 466–7 (ASH 
53b & 54) and Cat 468 (ASH 55) had also had 
upright (or minimally-everted) funnel-like necks 
above a globular belly and narrow base; this form 
of domestic Beaker is known from elsewhere (e.g. 
Cluntyganny, Co. Tyrone, Ireland: Brennan et al. 
1978, fig. 3).As with the ‘fine’ Beakers, decoration 
mostly consists of horizontal incised lines on the 
neck, starting just below the rim, but these lines 
are in most cases wider and shallower than those 
on the ‘fine’ Beakers, producing a corrugated effect. 
However, on Cat 405 (ASH 44a), the lines are 
narrow. One pot that appears to have a shallow 
Illus 18.23 Overall distribution, by weight, of sherds of miscellaneous fine and ‘domestic’ 
Beaker. (See Illus 18.16–19 for plots of the early, international-style Beakers and Illus 18.25 
for the plot of Beaker ASH 42) For a breakdown of pottery weight by context and area, see 
Technical Note 18.7.8
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G 1 produced one sherd (Cat 639, ASH 79) that 
is thin and fine enough to be from a fine Beaker, 
together with thicker sherds that could conceiv-
ably be from domestic Beaker/s, but an Early/
Middle Neolithic date for all these sherds cannot 
be ruled out.
As Illus 18.23 shows, there is a general simi-
larity between the distributions of the ‘fine’ and 
the ‘domestic’ Beakers, which tallies with the idea 
that the different vessel types formed part of the 
same overall repertoire. However, if one sets to one 
side for the moment the (atypical) distribution 
of sherds from ‘domestic’ Beaker ASH 48 – see 
below – then there are proportionately many more 
sherds of fine Beaker than of ‘domestic’ Beaker in 
Area D south of the cairn. This is not immediately 
clear from Illus 18.23, because the fine sherds are 
generally lighter than those from ‘domestic’ Beak-
ers and the dots are therefore small.
With both fine and ‘domestic’ Beaker sherds, 
there is a concentration of finds in BV/BVSX/
BVWX. This corresponds to the area where many 
of the sherds from the fine international Beak-
ers ASH 37–39 were found, and also to where 
the grave with Beaker ASH 42 was found (see 
18.3.14–16), suggesting that the area to the SE 
of the Ring was a focus for Beaker deposition.
(Whether or not any of this deposition was as-
sociated with small, enigmatic stone ‘enclosures’ 
in BIV and BV cannot be determined; see Chap-
ter 7.8.3) The paucity of sherds in the area of the 
earthen Enclosure in Area B (as shown on Illus 
18.22–24) suggests that there is not any particular 
association with that structure; the relationship to 
the chambered cairn is discussed below.
In terms of the contextual and stratigraphic dis-
tribution of the fine and ‘domestic’ Beaker pot-
tery, with the exception of the few sherds from 
contexts 730, 733 and 885 (which relate to im-
mediate pre-cairn and early cairn contexts and 
can be attributed to Phases 7 and 8– see below), 
none of the sherds came from a context that is 
demonstrably earlier than the chambered cairn. 
By contrast, a great deal of the miscellaneous fine 
and ‘domestic’ Beaker pottery comes from contexts 
that post-date the construction of the chambered 
cairn. Some relate to the disturbance/dilapidation 
and secondary capping of the cairn (Table 18.7), 
has been dragged into the clay. On Cat 547–8 
(ASH 70) the nail impressions are arranged into 
horizontal lines, while on Cat 549–53 (ASH 71) 
and Cat 554–6 (ASH 72 – conceivably the same 
pot as ASH 71), they are accompanied by oval 
stab impressions in a more random design. A pair 
of oval stab impressions on Cat 549–53 suggests 
‘rusticated’ decoration, as seen on large domestic 
Beakers from elsewhere in Britain (and beyond). 
Two other ‘domestic’ Beakers have stab impres-
sions: Cat 537–9 (ASH 66) has irregular rows 
of circular impressions, while Cat 524 (ASH 63) 
– a sherd formerly considered by Henshall as a
possible candidate for Grooved Ware – has lines 
of small dot-stabs interspersed with untidy, hori-
zontal incised lines on the neck of a fairly small, 
gritty pot.
That some of the ‘domestic’ Beakers had been 
used as cooking pots is suggested by the occasional 
presence of black, burnt-on encrusted residue (e.g. 
on the exterior of Cat 462–4 (ASH 53a)). A rim-
sherd from a very large ‘domestic’ Beaker (Cat 468, 
ASH 55) is burnt, which suggests that it may have 
lain in a hearth after the pot had broken. 
Other hints of pots’ former contents are given 
by the black staining (rather than burnt-on en-
crusted material) on the outside of the neck of 
ASH 48, although analysis would need to be 
undertaken to determine what this material had 
been. Indeed, lipid analysis of absorbed residues 
might be able to shed some light on the use of 
these ‘domestic’ Beakers.
18.7.7 Distribution of the miscellaneous fine 
and ‘domestic’ Beakers (PJA/JAS)
As the overall distribution plot of the fine and 
‘domestic’ Beakers reveals (Illus 18.23), this pot-
tery has two main areas of concentration, in the 
southern part of Area B and in Area D, with a few 
sherds in H, and scatters elsewhere – including 
the outlying areas E and G1. Area E produced 
one sherd of a small, fine Beaker (Cat 984, ASH 
76 crb) plus three conjoining (and now refitted) 
rimsherds from a large ‘domestic’ Beaker cook-
ing pot (Cat 462–4, ASH 53a), quite possibly the 
same pot as is represented by Cat 465 (ASH 53b) 
in BVSX, around 10 metres to the NNE. Test Pit 
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Bronze Age) date. While this seems impossible 
on stratigraphic grounds, nevertheless that sherd 
remains unusual, and its identification as Beaker 
is tentative. Finally, little can be said about Cat 
736 (ASH 76) other than that it is a small sherd 
from a thin fine pot, paler in colour than most of 
the Early/Middle Neolithic and Beaker sherds but 
not necessarily burnt.
Table 18.8 Miscellaneous Beaker sherds 
from immediate pre-chambered cairn and 
primary cairn contexts
Context Area Cat ASHNo
Beaker 
type
Bottom fill 
730 of slot 
773 of lat-
est of pre-
cairn timber 
structures
HII 671
672 79
79 Dom
fine
733 fill of 
outer part of 
cairn (possi-
bly disturbed)
HII 541–2 67 fine
Dark green 
fill 885 below 
passage north 
wall, like 
the fill of 
slot 883, the 
continuation 
of the slot on 
Area H
BIVWX 736 76 fine
As indicated above, the distribution of sherds 
from ‘domestic’ Beaker ASH 48 stands out as be-
ing different from the rest of the pottery discussed 
in this section for three reasons. First, it forms a 
cluster in Area DI (Illus 18.23), an area which 
is otherwise dominated by finds of fine Beaker, 
even though some other ‘domestic’ Beaker sherds, 
including those from the cockle shell-impressed 
others to plough soils relating to Phase 10 and 
Phase 11 ground-working, especially plough soil 
141 in BVSX (which had disturbed at least one 
probable burial including Beaker ASH 42) and 
long-lived plough soils 315 and 344 in DI, to the 
south of the cairn. The plough soil finds will have 
been residual; how the sherds made their way into 
the site will be discussed below.
Table 18.7 Beaker sherds from the capping, 
disturbance and dilapidation of the cham-
bered cairn
Context Area Cat ASHNo
Beaker 
type
708 capping HII 1031 76 crb fine
768 rooty soil 
in upper part 
of cairn
HII 27–29 NC fine
318.3 cairn 
disturbance DI 420–1 47 dom
326 cairn
disturbance DI 432–449 48 dom
As for the small number of putatively Beaker 
sherds from immediately pre-cairn and primary 
cairn contexts (i.e. 730, 733 and 885; see Table 
18.8), in the case of the very thin, fine, probably 
burnt sherd Cat 672, it is conceivable that this 
Beaker, with its gentle carination, had been as early 
as the international-style Beakers described in 
18.3.8. (Indeed, there may be other early Beakers 
among the fine sherds but, lacking diagnostically 
early features, they are hard to identify.) Sherds 
Cat 541–2 (ASH 67) are from a thin, fine pot with 
dot-stab decoration – and although this could in-
deed be a fine Beaker, the fact that one of the 
Early/Middle Neolithic rim flanges (Cat 534–5, 
ASH 64, Illus 18.7) also had dot-stab decoration 
reminds us that we cannot rule out an earlier date 
for these sherds, even though that kind of deco-
ration is rare in a Hebridean Neolithic context. 
As for Cat 671 (ASH 79), this is unusual in the 
Calanais assemblage as it seems to have an incised 
V on its exterior, and indeed Henshall had won-
dered whether it could be of late (i.e. post-Early 
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Islands (Henshall 2009). At Calanais the use of 
shell to decorate the pots, together with the fre-
quent presence of quartz/ite (including micaceous 
quartz/ite) as a filler, suggests that the pottery had 
been made locally.
Further Hebridean comparanda for the use of 
incised linear decoration comes from the machair 
settlement site at Sligeanach, South Uist (Sher-
idan 2012c, fig. 11.11); here, as at Northton, the 
horizontal lines are accompanied by more complex 
designs.
In terms of vessel shape, the use of a funnel- or 
collar-shaped neck above a broad, sinuous belly 
on ‘domestic’ Beakers is readily paralleled (e.g. at 
Northton: Gibson 2006, fig. 3.6, 3.8, 3.9; and at a 
settlement at Machair Mheadhanach, South Uist: 
Hamilton et al. 2012, fig. 10.1,1).
As regards the likely date of the Calanais pot-
tery, the fact that a considerable amount comes 
from cultivation soils (e.g. contexts 141 and 160) 
relating to a time when the chambered cairn was 
being robbed or had become dilapidated might be 
taken to suggest a date towards (or past) the end of 
the third millennium, at least for most of this ma-
terial. Indeed, it may be that the dates AA-24962 
(3555±50 BP, 2030–1750 cal BC at 95.4% prob-
ability from birch charcoal from 344), AA-24956 
(3580±45 BP, 2020 to 1880 cal BC cal BC at 
95.4% probability Pomoideae sp charcoal (sample 
54/80) from an ard mark cut into green clay B123) 
and AA-24968 (3575±45 BP, 2040–1770 cal BC at 
95.4% probability, willow charcoal from 738 – see 
Chapter 23.10.2 Radiocarbon), provide a reason-
able estimate for the age of the pottery, although it 
must be remembered that both the sherds and the 
charcoal are probably residual. Taking a minimalist 
view, all that can be stated in terms of the available 
dating evidence from Calanais is that the Beaker 
pottery is likely to have been deposited at some 
time between Phase 8 and Phase 13 in the overall 
phasing scheme for the site.
There is some, albeit limited, comparative dat-
ing from other Hebridean Beaker find spots. The 
Northton assemblage was associated directly with 
only one date from each of the two midden lay-
ers, namely 3604±70 BP (BM-706, 2150–1750 cal 
BC at 95.4% probability) for the lower, Beaker I 
midden and 3481±54 BP (BM-707, 1950–1660 
Beaker ASH 47, were also found in DI. Second, 
even though less than 10% of the pot is repre-
sented, this is nevertheless a significantly greater 
proportion than noted for the other ‘domestic’ 
and fine Beakers discussed in this section, and it 
raises the possibility that this might have been 
deposited as a complete pot. Thirdly, the sherds 
were found in stratigraphically late contexts, with 
several coming from the Phase 10 ploughsoil 315, 
which covers much of Area DI to the south of the 
cairn. Some had clearly been moved during Victo-
rian disturbance, since many sherds were found in 
context 326. It may be that the Victorian workers 
came upon the sherds of this pot while cutting 
through 315 in their re-building of the cairn’s kerb, 
and tossed the sherds against the cairn; the grey 
gritty material that constitutes 326 is quite unlike 
the plough soil 315.
18.7.8 Discussion of the miscellaneous fine 
and ‘domestic’ Beakers (JAS, PJA)
The assemblage finds parallels in vessel shape, dec-
orative technique and decorative style among the 
numerous finds of Beaker pottery in the Western 
Isles (Parker Pearson et al. 2004, fig. 18). One of 
the geographically closest assemblages comes from 
the multi-period settlement site of Dalmore in the 
sand dunes around 10 km to the north of Cal-
lanish (Ponting &Ponting 1984a; Sharples 1983; 
T. Cowie pers. comm.); note also the presence of 
incised Beaker at Breasclete, even closer to Cala-
nais ( Johnson 2006b). The Dalmore assemblage 
includes several vessels featuring horizontal inci-
sions below the rim (and indeed elsewhere) and 
includes a vessel with rusticated decoration. The 
large Beaker assemblage from the settlement at 
Northton, Harris (Gibson 2006) also includes nu-
merous vessels with horizontal linear incised dec-
oration, especially on the neck(e.g. ibid.,, fig. 3.9), 
along with more complex incised designs (ibid., 
e.g. fig. 3.6). The Northton Beaker assemblage also 
includes sherds with dot-stab impressed decora-
tion (ibid., fig. 3.35, 6–9) and shell-impressed dec-
oration (ibid., fig. 3.34, 1–7)– the latter a feature 
noted at several Beaker find spots on or near the 
coast in various parts of Scotland and elsewhere, 
including Holm of Papa Westray North, Orkney 
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tomb’s clearance;
 — Likewise, there is no evidence that any of these 
pots had been buried in a grave (as is argued below 
in the case of Beaker ASH 42);
 — As noted above, there are no grounds to link 
the pottery with the use of the Enclosure, and 
there are no unequivocal signs that people had 
been living on the site (as opposed to ploughing 
its soils and probably making ritual deposits), so 
the pots from which the sherds came must have 
been used elsewhere.
 — The distribution pattern of the Beaker sherds 
appears to respect the existence of the chambered 
cairn (while encroaching on the cairn), rather than 
the shape of the Ring. That said, it may be that 
the paucity of Beaker sherds on the cairn simply 
means that the cairn could not be used for culti-
vating the land. Furthermore, the focus on depo-
sition to the south-east of the chamber entrance 
and at the south-east side of the Ring continues 
a practice that extended back to pre-cairn times 
(see 18.3.6 and 18.3.10) and may mean that this 
area had a special significance in terms of the cos-
mology of the people. (See 24.x.x for discussion 
of cosmology.)
18.7.9 Beaker ASH 42, from the possible 
grave
Along with the early, international style Beaker 
ASH 39, this is the least incomplete of all the 
Calanais Beakers, with an estimated 15% of the 
pot present, represented by 27 sherds from the 
rim, neck, carination and belly (Illus 18.24; Cat 
374–382, 384–398, 401–403; see 18.11.5, entry 
3). Many of these sherds survive to a greater size 
than in any of the other Calanais pots, and in-
deed the largest sherd in the whole assemblage 
(Cat 385) belongs to this pot. Furthermore, the 
sherds are generally less abraded than the other 
Beaker sherds. These facts suggest that the pot 
may have been deposited whole, and was subse-
quently disturbed.
Pot ASH 42 differs in several respects from the 
other Beakers from Calanais: it is a tall, angular bi-
partite jar with a well-defined carination lying just 
above 2/3 of the estimated height of the pot; it has 
comb-impressed decoration – a feature not seen 
cal BC at 95.4% probability) for the upper, Beaker 
II midden; in each case, the date was determined 
from animal bone, probably a bulked sample 
rather than single entity sample. There is also a 
terminus ante quem of 3395±50 BP (AA-50316, 
1880–1530 cal BC at 95.4% probability), provided 
by human remains from a corbelled cist dug into 
the upper Beaker midden (Simpson et al. 2006). 
The closeness of the BM-706 Northton date and 
the AA-24968 Calanais date should, however, be 
noted. The dates from other sites at Rosinish and 
the Udal are severely compromised by the fact that 
they have been determined from shell (Sheridan 
2007c, Appendix 6). At Sligeanach, there are ra-
diocarbon dates within the bracket c 2200–1900 
cal BC, and these may well relate to the incised 
Beaker sherds; See Sheridan 2012c, 231 for a dis-
cussion of the dates in question.
How did the fine and ‘domestic’ Beakers come 
to be deposited at Calanais? With the exception 
of the large ‘domestic’ Beaker ASH 48, the de-
gree of fragmentation and abrasion is compara-
ble with that seen for the Early/Middle Neolithic 
pottery, and given that so many of the sherds were 
found in plough soils, it is tempting to interpret 
this as meaning that – as with the Early/Middle 
Neolithic pottery – these Beakers were brought 
in as sherds, rather than as complete pots. If this 
is correct, then might we be seeing a repeat of 
the Early/Middle Neolithic practice of importing 
sherds, among midden material, that originated as 
pots that had been used (for cooking, inter alia) in 
a nearby settlement? This is indeed a possibility, as 
is their subsequent moving around as a result of 
ploughing. However, as PJA has argued elsewhere 
(24.11.5, 24.14.2, 24.14.3), we may additionally be 
dealing with the purposive, ceremonial deposition 
of basket loads of soils-with-sherds. And in the 
case of ASH 48, it may be that this was brought 
in as a complete pot, perhaps as a ritual offering.
Additional observations concerning the tapho-
nomy of these Beaker sherds are as follows:
 — There is nothing in the spatial and strati-
graphic distribution of the sherds to indicate that 
any of the pots had been deposited inside the 
chamber tomb (as complete pots, accompanying 
interments), and then dumped outside during the 
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Illus 18.24 Beaker ASH 42. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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cairn passage entrance (Illus 18.25). The fact that 
many of its sherds were found in the immediate 
vicinity of the putative grave 894, with its traces of 
a crouched skeleton (see Chapter 7.5.5), suggest 
that the sherds had originally been deposited as 
a complete pot in that grave, as a grave good; the 
proximity of two finds of barbed and tanged ar-
rowheads (CAT. 218-9, see 17.3.6) suggests that 
these, too, had been grave goods.
The sherds of ASH 42 were almost exclusively 
found around and in the ground-worked layers 
(134, 139, 141, 160.2) which had disturbed the 
putative grave, and it is likely that this cultivation 
activity had been responsible for the breakage of 
the pot and the dispersal of its sherds, with the 
furthest-flung sherds being found around 2 m 
away from the main concentration. In the case of 
Cat 388–92 from context 141, these sherds were 
found very close to the decayed human bone in 
the putative grave.
Of the pieces not found in these ground-worked 
layers, three sherds (Cat 401–3) were found in the 
(poorly recorded) upper black fill of the slot 837 
in BVSX (equivalent to the upper black plough 
soil 141 elsewhere). One sherd (Cat 382) was 
on any of the other Calanais Beakers, although it 
does occur on the Food Vessels – and its decora-
tion includes panels (metopes) featuring vertical 
lines and herringbone decoration.
The rim is flattish-rounded and everted, with 
an estimated rim diameter of 135 mm. Below this, 
the neck is fairly straight, with a cordon just under 
half way down. The neck-belly junction is marked 
by a fairly crisp carination, with the estimated di-
ameter of the pot at this point 170 mm. Below 
this, the belly tapers evenly towards what would 
have been a flat base; the diameter at the lowest 
surviving part of the belly is 140 mm. The pot may 
originally have stood as high as 260 mm, making 
this a tall, slender jar. Wall thickness ranges from 
7.3 mm to 9.6 mm; scrape-marks and facets on 
the interior suggest that its wall had been thinned 
and shaped by scraping.  The surfaces had been 
carefully smoothed and probably slipped, and the 
exterior of the neck had been polished to a me-
dium sheen before the decoration was applied.
The presence of bands that are matte on the 
neck may indicate that the pot had been wrapped 
during the polishing process. The decoration 
consists of impressions made by a short (6 mm), 
square-toothed comb along with vertical lines 
that had either been incised or (more probably) 
impressed. The rim-top has comb impressions 
arranged in a radial, herringbone design and the 
pot’s exterior has bands of horizontal herringbone 
comb impressions interspersed with plain zones; 
there are with two bands of metopic design, one 
on the lower neck, the other on the belly, featuring 
panels of vertical herringbone interspersed with 
panels of vertical incised/impressed lines.
The exterior of the pot is mid-brown and dark 
greyish-brown on the neck, and slightly reddish mid-
brown elsewhere; the core is mid to dark grey-brown; 
and the interior is a light to medium grey-brown.
The fabric (type 1a) is virtually free of inclusions 
but there are some corky voids, clearly visible on 
the interior, and some glittery mica platelets.
18.7.10 Location of Beaker ASH 42 (PJA/
JAS)
The remains of Beaker ASH 42 were found only in 
BIV/BV, the trench south-east of the chambered 
Illus 18.25 Beaker ASH 42 sherds by 
weight; the oval green area corresponds to 
the sherds found in 141. The lines indicate 
conjoins; there were other conjoins among 
sherds found closer to each other
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Table 18.17 ASH 42 sherds: context, location, weight. Ordered in rough stratigraphic order, starting with the earliest
Cat Area Ctxt Location No shds/frgs Wt g
374 Con-joins BV 134 Soil in stones running from nr Ring to by East Row 2 conjoin Est. 9
375 BIV 139 Dark soil below 139 1 Est. 3
376 BIV 139 Dark soil below 139 1 1
377 BIV 139 As Cat 376 1 1
378–9 BIV 139 As Cat 376 2 con-join 5
380 BIV 139 As Cat 376 1 2
387 BVSX 141 Plough soil 1 2
386 BV 141 Plough soil 1 1
388–392 BVSX 141 Plough soil 10 77
385 BV 813 Scrape/ shallow pit inter-leaved in 141 1 25
394–398 BVSX 813 As Cat 385 5 1
401–403 BVSX 837 Prob equivalent of 141 filling top of slot at S end of BV 3 3
382 BIV 814 Black soil-filled scrape, covering area running from W of E row stone 30 1 3
393 BVWX 160.3 Thin dark soil nr ch tomb passage 1 2
384 BIV 867 Patch of charcoal & iron pan N of E row stone 30 1 5
381 con-joins 388 BIV 160.2 BIV/BV, not well stratified 1 See 388
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200) that 11 out of the 13 examples of Beakers 
with herringbone metopic decoration from Britain 
noted in Clarke 1970 come from Scotland; exam-
ples are also known from Ireland and Germany.
Beaker ASH 42 differs from all the other Cala-
nais Beakers in its shape (i.e. tall, slender bipartite 
jar) and in the technique and style of its decoration 
(i.e. the use of comb impression, of the herringbone 
motif and of metopic design). Indeed, it might be 
argued that its angular bipartite shape is reminis-
cent of the Food Vessel ASH 75 (see 18.3.17); 
furthermore, like that pot – and in contrast to the 
other Beaker pottery as discussed in 18.3.11–13 
– ASH 42 appears to have come from a funerary 
context, even though it resembles ‘domestic’ pots 
and may have started its life as such. This raises the 
question of its chronological relationship to the 
fine and ‘domestic’ Beaker pottery from Calanais 
discussed above: is ASH 42 contemporary with 
the Beakers discussed in 18.3.11–13, or is it closer 
in date to the Food Vessel ASH 75?
Elsewhere – as at Northton, for example – the 
use of the herringbone metopic design occurs 
alongside the liberal use of incised horizontal 
line decoration, including on the same pots (e.g. 
Gibson 2006, fig. 3.6). At that site, the pots in 
question (from the lower of the Beaker middens) 
are broadly associated with the date of 3604±70 
BP (BM-706, 2150–1750 cal BC at 95.4% prob-
ability). And at Sligeanach, the sherd with her-
ringbone metopic decoration came from a context 
dated (from a single cattle bone) to 3665±45 BO 
(OxA-9006, 2200–1910 cal BC at 95.4% proba-
bility). In theory, then, on the basis of these analo-
gies Beaker ASH 42 could be no later than the fine 
and ‘domestic’ Beaker as discussed in 18.3.11–13.
Unfortunately, there is no independent dating 
evidence from Calanais that could shed light on 
this question. There are no associated radiocarbon 
dates, and the fact that the putative grave underlies 
the uppermost part of ground-working context 
141 (in which numerous sherds of the ‘miscel-
laneous’ fine and ‘domestic’ Beakers were found) 
cannot be taken to indicate that ASH 42 pre-dates 
those pots, given that their sherds are residual. In 
terms of the site’s overall phasing, the putative 
grave belongs within the range Phase 9–12 and 
post-dates the construction and use of the cham-
found in a black soil-filled scrape 814, similar to 
813 but broader and shallower, covering an area 
running from the west of East row stone 30. One 
sherd (Cat 384) was found in another intrusion 
867 north-east of the putative grave; this is part 
of a series of intrusions, all very close to the turf 
and much confused by iron pan; 867 is likely to 
be the fill of the latest of the intrusions. A further 
sherd (Cat 393) came from 160.3, a thin black soil 
near the chamber tomb passage, which may orig-
inally have been earlier than the green sandy clay 
812 but was left open and subsequently formed a 
surface when the cairn chamber and passage was 
in use.
18.7.11 Discussion of Beaker ASH 42
As with the Beakers described in the previous 
section, this pot does not sit comfortably within 
the pre-existing Beaker classificatory schemes, al-
though the herringbone metopic (panelled) design 
and use of comb impressions are characteristic of 
Clarke’s ‘Northern’ Beakers (1970), while the an-
gular bipartite shape is reminiscent of some of 
his ‘Final Southern’ Beakers (e.g. Kerrera Island, 
Argyll & Bute; Ashgrove, Methilhill, Fife and 
Linlathen, Angus: ibid., figs. 980, 1016, 1018). 
This may simply highlight the shortcomings of 
Clarke’s scheme; once again, more meaningful 
and closer comparanda are to be found in other, 
domestic, Beaker assemblages from the Hebrides. 
That from Dalmore includes similarly-shaped pots 
with comb-impressed, metopic herringbone de-
signs (T. Cowie pers. comm.), while at North-
ton, similar designs are found on pots with more 
sinuous profiles, from both phases of the Beaker 
occupation (e.g. Gibson 2006, fig. 3.7.5, 3.21.3). 
A further sinuous ‘domestic’ Beaker with panelled, 
herringbone decoration is known from Machair 
Mheadhanach, South Uist (Hamilton et al. 2012, 
fig. 10.1,1), and there is also a sherd with a panel of 
herringbone decoration from another of the South 
Uist machair settlements at Sligeanach (Sheridan 
2012c, fig. 11.11, M 34).  Further examples are 
known from Rosinish, Benbecula (Crawford 1977, 
fig. 54.1–2; Shepherd 1976, fig. 14) and Rudh’ an 
Dunain, Skye (Henshall 1972, 310, SKY 7.3). 
Indeed, it has been noted (Hamilton et al. 2012, 
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The surfaces are mostly dark brown, and the 
core is blackish-brown. The fabric (type 5) is com-
pact, hard and slightly laminar, with subangular 
and rounded fragments of a black-brown stone 
and large, subangular fragments of a fine-grained 
speckled crystalline stone, up to 7 x 6 mm in size 
and at an estimated density of c 10–15%. The latter 
– a distinctive stone – is apparently only found in 
this pot. The sherds are generally slightly abraded.
The second, possible Food Vessel (Illus 18.27) 
is represented by two pairs of conjoining (and now 
refitted) sherds; Cat 558–9 may come from the 
lower belly, and 560–1 may come from a flat base. 
The decoration on Cat 558–9 consists of horizon-
tal lines of oval stab impressions. The fabric is of 
type 3; the sherds are small and heavily abraded.
18.7.13 Distribution of the Food Vessels (PJA)
The sherds belonging to ASH 75 were found in 
Areas BI, H, BV, DII, BIWX and B (Illus 18.28, 
Table 18.18; see also Appendices 3, 11 and 12). 
The largest concentration of ASH 75 sherds was 
from the cairn capping 708 on Area H, with one 
sherd from 712, possibly washed down from 708. 
The next largest concentration was near the east 
edge of the Ring in BI and BIWX, with two 
sherds from the fill of the cast of a removed slab 
125 and one unstratified but probably in down-
wash from the damaged secondary cairn. Another 
sherd came from disturbed green sandy clay 810.1 
north of East Row stone 30 and one came from 
the disturbed pit 813 which was preceded and 
succeeded by ground-working. Sherds were also 
found in superficial soils and clays north and east 
of the enclosure, in the area of the enclosure, and 
near East Row Stone 31.
Most of the sherds were found within the en-
closure and in secondary capping of the cairn on 
Area H (Illus 18.32). In Chapter 24 it is suggested 
that the pattern may reflect robbing of the cairn 
to build the second or third version of the enclo-
sure and subsequently robbing of the parts of the 
enclosure walls to fill up the secondary cairn. As 
for ASH 74, this was found in Area C at some 
distance from the main focus of the Calanais ex-
cavations. The find spot has been interpreted as a 
small clearance cairn (Chapter 8.3.4 Area C), with 
bered cairn. In terms of its date, all that we can 
say, on the basis of dated comparanda elsewhere 
in the Hebrides, is that ASH 42 is likely to date 
to between the 22nd century BC and c 1750 BC.
18.7.12 The Food Vessels
Sherds from one definite (ASH 75) and one prob-
able (ASH 74) Food Vessel were found, with the 
latter represented by five sherds, including two 
pairs of conjoining sherds (Cat 558–562), found 
in Area C.
Pot ASH 75 (Illus 18.26, Cat 563–72; 576–8; 
580–3; 585–94; 912 and 1024–9; 18.11.5, entry 5) 
is represented by 32 sherds, constituting less than 
10% of the pot. The vessel seems to have been a 
large, bipartite jar, with an angular, internally-and 
externally-bevelled rim; a straight neck; a shoulder, 
positioned around 2/3 of the estimated height of 
the vessel and marked by a low, horizontal cordon; 
a slightly curving belly; and a fairly broad, flat base 
with a low pedestal. The estimated diameter at the 
rim, shoulder and base is c180 mm, c 252 and c 
100 mm respectively and the estimated height is c 
260 mm.  The wall thickness is mostly 10–12 mm, 
narrowing to 7.6 mm at the base and increasing to 
18.5 mm at the broadest part of the rimThe pot’s 
surfaces had been carefully smoothed and slipped. 
Decoration is present on both of the rim bevels 
and on the exterior of all the body sherds, down 
to the bottom of the wall; it may well have been 
continuous, but not enough of the pot’s profile is 
present for one to be sure of that.
With the exception of the diagonal incised 
lines on the interior rim bevel, the decoration is 
all impressed, with three tools having been used: a 
point (e.g. a sharpened piece of bone), impressed 
at a slight angle to create tear-shaped and more 
irregular marks; a piece of whipped cord; and a 
comb with long rectangular teeth. The external 
rim bevel has short diagonal whipped cord im-
pressions; below that, the decoration is arranged 
in alternating bands of whipped cord and stab im-
pressions – the former in horizontal and diagonal 
lines – with comb impressions around the lower 
belly. The motifs include herringbone on the belly, 
if not also on the neck. (See18.11.5, entry 5 for a 
detailed description of the decoration.)
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Illus 18.26 Food Vessel ASH 75. Drawing by Marion O’Neil
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74 – which Audrey Henshall had originally classed 
as ‘possibly Grooved Ware’ – its identification as 
Food Vessel is based on the rows of stab impres-
sions, which echo the impressions on ASH 75 and 
are also found on Food Vessel pottery elsewhere 
(e.g. at Kilellan, Islay: Cowie 2005, illus 60,9, 
and Sligeanach, South Uist: Sheridan 2012c, fig. 
11.12,48). By contrast, this motif is not common 
on Grooved Ware.
Food Vessel pottery is known from several set-
tlements and a few funerary contexts in the Heb-
rides, and comparanda for aspects of these two 
vessels (such as the rim shape of ASH 75 and the 
use of whipped cord as a decorative technique) can 
be found, for example, at Kilellan and Ardnave on 
Islay (Cowie 2005; Ritchie and Welfare 1983); at 
Dalmore, not far from Calanais (T. Cowie pers. 
comm.); and at Sligeanach, South Uist (Sheridan 
2012c, fig. 11.12, 1). The dating of the Food Vessel 
tradition leaves much to be desired (as discussed 
in Sheridan 2004b), especially as far as Hebrid-
ean finds are concerned, but from a Scotland-wide 
perspective the tradition seems to have appeared 
during the 22nd century BC – overlapping with 
Beaker use – and to have continued in use during 
the presence of the sherds possibly indicating that 
they had been in a cultivation soil and deposited, 
perhaps along with weeds, on the heap.
Table 18.18 ASH 75 sherds and fragments
Cat Area Ctxt No shds/
frgs Wt g
563 BI 120 1 5
564 BI 125 1 4
565 BIWX 125 1 15
566 BI 167 1 4
567 BI 810.1 1 9
568–72 BIII 117 4 7
576 BIIISX 117 1 2
577 BIIISX 117 1 1
578 BIINE 112 1 <1
580–1 BIN 130.1 2 9
582–3 BIWX 9999 2 11
585–8 BV 813 4 12
589 DII 313 1 6
590 HII 708 1 4
591 HII 708 1 3
592 HII 708 1 12
593 HII 708 2 con-joined 8
594 HII 712 1 4
912 DI 315 1 <1
1024–9 HII 708 6 3
18.7.14 Discussion of the Food Vessels (JAS)
What distinguishes ASH 75 from the Beakers 
from Calanais are its bevelled rim shape, the use 
of whipped cord and the use of a comb with long 
rectangular teeth (as opposed to the short-toothed 
comb as seen on ASH 42); all these features are 
characteristic of Food Vessel pottery. As for ASH 
Illus 18.27 Possible second Food Vessel, 
from Area C: Cat 558–559 (ASH 74). Draw-
ing by Marion O’Neil
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and at Cnip: Ritchie and Stevenson 1982; Close-
Brooks 1995): for example, the date for unburnt 
human bone from a fairly plain Vase Urn from 
Traigh Bhan, GU-1379, started at 3005±105 BP 
and its standard deviation was adjusted upwards 
by Ashmore to ±145, giving a 95.4% probability 
calibrated date range of 1550–800 cal BC.
The evidence from Sligeanach is not of much 
help, either. Trench A, which produced both 
Beaker and Food Vessel pottery, the latter strati-
fied above the former, produced a date (inter alia) 
of 3665±45 BP (OxA-8921, 2200–1910 cal BC at 
95.4% probability from cattle bone, but the bone 
could well be residual from the earlier, Beaker ac-
tivity. Another trench at Sligeanach (K) produced 
a date (from  carbonised barley grains) of 3490±40 
the first quarter of the second millennium BC, 
with some evidence suggesting localised persis-
tence into the second quarter of that millennium. 
The closest parallels for the Calanais pots appear 
to date within the 2150–1750 BC bracket, to 
judge from the radiocarbon date of 3590±60 BP 
(GU-3517, 2200–1745 cal BC at 95.4% proba-
bility) obtained from charcoal – admittedly mixed 
species, and including oak – from the Food Ves-
sel midden at Kilellan. Unfortunately, at Ardnave, 
the date obtained for the Period 4 hearth, con-
temporary with Food Vessel use, has such a wide 
standard deviation (3230±120, GU-1272) that its 
calibrated date range is hopelessly wide. The same 
is true of the dating of the possibly later Food Ves-
sel pottery in the Hebrides (at Traigh Bhan, Islay 
Illus 18.28 Distribution by weight of ASH 75 sherds. The largest spot, in Area BIWX, repre-
sents 15g and the smallest, in DII and the NE part of Area B are nominally 0.5g
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the pot could simply have contained an offering 
(of which no trace remains), placed on the cairn, 
with its sherds subsequently being moved around 
when the enclosure was rebuilt.
18.8 Post-Early Bronze Age (possibly Iron 
Age and/or later)
In her report on the Calanais pottery, Audrey 
Henshall drew attention to a number of sherds 
(ASH 77–80), virtually all undecorated, that ap-
peared not to fit with the rest of the assemblage; 
these she classified as ‘probably Iron Age or later’. 
The sherds in question derived from several dif-
ferent areas. Most are small and not particularly 
diagnostic; they had been separated out as they ap-
peared not to fit with the rest of the assemblage in 
terms of fabric and/or finish and/or vessel shape.
The thorough re-evaluation of the assemblage 
(by JAS), and the reassessment of the stratigraphic 
evidence (by PJA), has allowed some of these 
sherds to be re-attributed to an Early/Middle 
Neolithic or Beaker date, while others have been 
relegated to the category of ‘ambiguous or inde-
terminate date’. Thus, for example, ASH 77 (Cat 
595, Illus 18.21) – a rimsherd of hard, slightly 
gritty fabric with a sharply squared-off rim and 
a corrugated exterior – has been reclassified as 
‘possible ‘domestic’ Beaker’, on both stratigraphic 
and typological grounds. Stratigraphically, it came 
from fills 376 among a setting of stones under 
clay 369, the lowest part of plough soil 315 on 
Area DI, south of the cairn, and must be mid 2nd 
millennium or earlier in date. Typologically, even 
though it is grittier than Beakers of comparable 
thickness, it could theoretically have come from 
a small ‘domestic’ Beaker (with rim diameter of 
c 150 mm) with a corrugated, collar-like neck. 
Therefore, even though possible comparanda ex-
ist among mid-first millennium AD ‘Dun Cuier 
Ware’ (e.g. Lane 2007, fig. 6), an Early Bronze Age 
date seems more likely in this case.
Just as some of Henshall’s ‘Iron Age or later’ 
sherds have been re-attributed to an earlier date, a 
few sherds that do not belong within ASH 77–80 
appear to be candidates for a late date. These in-
clude at least some of the pottery found in Area A, 
where nine sherds from five pots (plus one ‘sherd’ 
BP (OxA-8926, 1930–1690 cal BC at 95.4% 
probability) for a context containing Food Vessel 
pottery, but the vessel in question is undecorated 
and does not offer a good parallel for the Calanais 
Food Vessels (Sheridan 2012c, 234).
As far as dating evidence from Calanais is con-
cerned, the fact that several sherds were found in 
the secondary capping of the chambered cairn 
suggests a post-Phase 8 date for the deposition of 
ASH 75. Other sherds come from contexts relat-
ing to a period of late ploughing (probably Phase 
12), but the sherds are likely to be residual in those 
contexts. As argued above, the deposition pattern 
suggests that the sherds were spread around during 
the robbing of the cairn to construct the Stage3 
or Stage 4 enclosure – a possible terminus post 
quem for which is offered by a date, from willow 
charcoal, of 3575±45 BP (AA-24968, 2040–1770 
cal BC at 95.4% probability: see 23.10.2 Radio-
carbon). Unfortunately, the fact that the sherds 
from the cairn capping were found not far from 
carbonised wheat and barley grains that have been 
radiocarbon dated to c 1600–1400 BC (see Chap-
ter 23.14.1 Radiocarbon) does not indicate that 
the latter provide a date for the deposition of ASH 
75; all may have been residual. Given our present 
understanding of the overall dating of Scottish 
Food Vessel pottery, we can only guess that the 
Calanais Food Vessels are most likely to date to 
the first three centuries of the second millennium.
How and why did ASH 75 and ASH 74 come 
to be deposited at the site? In the case of ASH 74, 
as indicated above, it could be that the sherds had 
been present in plough soil, and were subsequently 
dumped in a clearance heap; but the palynological 
dating of the mound is earlier than the date of the 
pottery, so it looks instead as if the sherds may have 
been a ritual offering inserted into the mound. As 
for ASH 75, the fact that 32 sherds from this ves-
sel were found raises the possibility that it might 
originally have been deposited as a complete pot. 
Might it have been used for funerary purposes, 
either as a grave good or as a cinerary urn, for a 
secondary interment on top of the cairn? There are 
no bones, unburnt or calcined, that would support 
such a view, and the disturbed nature of the cairn 
makes it impossible to judge whether there had 
been a hollow containing human remains. Perhaps 
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part of an odd mixture of pottery found in context 
859, the fill of the socket of a broken vertical slab 
flanking the passage in BVWX. The sherd (Cat 
614) may be from just above the flat base of a large, 
uneven-walled coarseware pot, with a very hard 
but not gritty fabric. The pot’s diameter at this 
point is c 250 mm. The exterior surface is uneven, 
with hollows and marks of burnt-out organics. 
This sherd cannot be accommodated comfortably 
within the Neolithic, Chalcolithic or Early Bronze 
Age ceramic repertoire at Calanais, but is remi-
niscent of ‘Plain Style’ pottery; it is too small to 
be diagnostic, however. Other ‘late-looking’ sherds 
came from the same context: Cat 602, 603–4 and 
607–9 (from among ASH 79) come from a large 
pot – with a neck diameter of c 210 mm – of a 
hard, non-gritty, laminar fabric that is harder than 
that seen on the pre-1500 BC pottery at Cala-
nais. Even through the pot could conceivably be 
an unusually hard domestic Beaker, the fact that 
this context has also produced Cat 614–5 suggests 
that there had been some late disturbance here.
Sherd Cat 599 (ASH 79, not illustrated), from 
BIIISX context 117, is reminiscent of post-Me-
dieval ‘craggan’ pottery. Its curvature suggests that 
this is the upper belly and lower neck area of a 
large, globular-bellied pot (whose diameter at this 
point is possibly c 250), of hard but not gritty 
fabric. It is hard to reconcile the vessel shape with 
pots of Early/Middle Neolithic, Chalcolithic and 
Early Bronze Age date. From the same context, 
but in BIV, came Cat 600, a spall from a large pot 
with a particularly hard, virtually inclusion-free 
fabric that is harder than anything seen among 
the Early Bronze Age and earlier pottery and it 
is strongly suspected to be of post-Medieval date.
Finally, sherds from two other pots also stand 
out as being different from the pre-1500 BC pot-
tery from Calanais. The first pot is represented by 
Cat 596 (ASH 78, Illus 18.29), reportedly from 
context 320 in DV. This is a pointed, steeply slop-
ing everted rim from a very gritty, quartz-tem-
pered, fairly thin-walled pot; it is too small to 
allow an estimation of rim diameter. Unlike the 
angular everted rims seen on some Early/Middle 
Neolithic Hebridean Incised jars, this rimsherd 
is undecorated; it is also grittier than Hebridean 
Incised pottery.  While the stratigraphy of layer 
that may actually be compacted peat – Cat 1108) 
were found. Four of these sherds (Cat 673–4, of 
which three sherds conjoin and have been refit-
ted) had formerly been thought to come from a 
wheel-thrown pot. These sherds were examined 
by Dr David Caldwell, who concluded that the 
pot had not been wheel thrown but could be of 
Medieval or later date. Of the other sherds from 
Area A, Cat 597 is of a bright brick-orange colour, 
not seen in any of the other Calanais pottery, and 
a post-Medieval date is suspected. Similarly, Cat 
749 stands out as being different from the prehis-
toric Calanais pottery in having a black coating on 
the exterior that resembles abraded glaze; again a 
post-Medieval (or ?Medieval) date is suspected. 
The other sherds from Area A are of ambiguous 
or indeterminate age.
The ‘probably late’ pottery also includes sherds 
(Cat 752–7 and 759–61, ASH 76 Unc (?dom 
Beaker), not illustrated) from a very large pot, 
around 320 mm in diameter at one point (and 
therefore significantly larger than the pre-1500 
BC Calanais pots), whose coil joints include the 
distinctive ‘tongue and groove’ form as seen in 
post-Roman Iron Age ‘Plain Style’ Hebridean 
pottery. According to Alan Lane’s study of mid- 
to late-first millennium AD Hebridean pottery 
(Lane 2007), this ‘Plain Style’ pottery came into 
use around the middle of the 6th century AD and 
continued in use after Viking pottery appeared in 
the Hebrides during the 10th century. It featured 
the use of bucket-shaped and tripartite vessels, with 
simple or everted rims, built using slab-coils joined 
in a ‘tongue and groove’ technique. (See also Parker 
Pearson 2012, 405–7, fig. 20.8, for examples of this 
type of pottery from South Uist.) The sherds in 
question were found in BVSX contexts 141 and 
812.1 and in DI, in 369. The two contexts in BVSX 
were respectively a plough soil and a layer below it 
disturbed by ploughing and by at least one modern 
intrusion, while that in DI was below plough soil 
351 and disturbed by ploughing, and possibly by 
Victorian activities. Despite the modern intrusions 
the occurrence of 1st millennium AD pottery is 
slightly surprising. It implies that, locally, peat was 
absent or very shallow until after then.
A further candidate for ‘Plain Style’ pottery is 
the sherd and fragment (Cat 614–5) that forms 
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18.9 Pottery of ambiguous or 
indeterminate date
This large category of material has already been 
alluded to (e.g. in discussing the overlap in fabric 
and spatial distribution of Early/Middle Neolithic 
and Beaker pottery). Even though it has been pos-
sible to reduce the size of Henshall’s ‘Unclassified’ 
category, inevitably many sherds and fragments are 
so small and featureless that they defy all attempts 
at categorisation and dating. See the Catalogue for 
‘Indeterminate’ entries.
18.10 Conclusions
The Calanais assemblage clearly encompasses material 
from the Early/Middle Neolithic, the Late Neolithic, 
the Chalcolithic and the Early Bronze Age periods 
(in differing quantities), and includes a small number 
of sherds that are likely to belong to the more recent 
past. With a large part of the assemblage, the small 
size of the sherds has made confident attribution to 
a particular period difficult, although it is likely that 
many of the sherds of ‘ambiguous or indeterminate’ 
date belong either to the Early/Middle Neolithic or 
to the Early Bronze Age period of Beaker use.
The ways in which the pottery came to be de-
posited at Calanais varied over time. The earliest 
material is most likely to derive from a pre-stone 
circle settlement in the area, and to have been 
brought in – either accidentally, or as a deliberate 
act of referencing the ancestors – among mate-
rial used to level the site after the Ring’s erection. 
(See Section 18.3.3 for a fuller discussion of the 
taphonomy of this pottery.) The Grooved Ware 
probably relates to rituals associated with the stone 
ring. It is unclear how the early, international-style 
Beaker pottery was used – whether as grave goods, 
or for some other purpose – but it seems to pre-
date the construction of the chambered cairn. The 
‘miscellaneous’ fine and ‘domestic’ Beaker pottery 
seems mostly to have been brought in from a pu-
tative settlement elsewhere, while Beaker  ASH 
42 appears to have been buried as a grave good. 
Little can be said about the possible use of the 
Food Vessels; and as for the small amount of post-
Early Bronze Age pottery, this will have related to 
several discrete episodes of activity.
320 suggests that it should pre-date the 1st mil-
lennium BC, there are problems with the record-
ing of the sub-area and context and it is possible 
that this sherd did not come from 320 but from 
a later level. The eversion of the rim is reminis-
cent of that seen on some Hebridean Iron Age 
pottery, although it is not as markedly kinked as 
the Iron Age examples. (Cf. Parker Pearson 2012, 
figs. 20.7–9).
The second pot in question is represented by 
Cat 605–6 (ASH 79, not illustrated), from context 
813 in BIVSX. These sherds are from an unusually 
large pot, whose diameter may be as large as 330–
350 mm: as with the aforementioned pot repre-
sented by Cat 752–7 and 759–61, this is far larger 
than any of the pre-1500 BC pots. The sherds are 
also harder than those of the pre-1500 BC pots. 
While this pot could theoretically be an unusual 
‘domestic’ Beaker, it seems more likely that it is of 
much later (albeit indeterminate) date.
Illus 18.29 Post-Early Bronze Age (possibly 
Iron Age or later) rimsherd (Cat 596, ASH 
78). Drawing by Tom Borthwick
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ASH 11: ‘Early Neolithic, undecorated, corky fab-
ric; small wall sherds, probably mostly from the 
pots represented by 1 to 10’
ASH 12–18: ‘Undecorated, probably or possibly 
Early Neolithic type, non-corky fabric’
ASH 19–36: ‘Sherds with incised decoration, gen-
erally rather harsh gritty fabrics’
ASH 37–60:  ‘Beaker sherds, and sherds with 
Beaker-derived features, fabrics very variable and 
described individually’
ASH 61–75: ‘Grooved Ware and miscellaneous 
sherds with impressed decoration’
ASH 76: ‘Unclassified. Numerous small undeco-
rated sherds of Beaker or other late Neolithic [sic] 
types, some probably belonging to pots already 
listed’. (Note: this is actually a misnomer, as the 
ASH 76 category includes some sherds thought 
to be Early Neolithic.) These sherds were not in-
dividually catalogued, but were grouped as follows:
‘Unclassified’ (listed below as ’76 Unc’)
‘Unclassified (?Early Neolithic type)’ (listed below as 
’76 Unc ?EN’)
‘Unclassified (? Fine Beaker)’ (listed below as ’76 Unc 
?fine Bkr’)
‘Unclassified (?domestic Beaker, cf. 43, 44, 71–74)’ 
(listed below as ’76 Unc ?dom Bkr’)
‘Crumbs’ (grouped by find areas) (listed below as 
’76 crb’). Note: most of these are sherd size, rather 
than crumbs as defined below (see ‘No of sherds’).
ASH 77–80: ‘Sherds probably Iron Age or later’
Henshall also had 81.271 as ‘Puzzling. Not listed’
There are also some sherds that were not men-
tioned by Henshall, but which share the same 
small finds numbers as other sherds that had been 
allocated an ASH number and had been bagged 
with them, even though they do not belong to 
the same pot. MJ had listed these separately as 
‘NC’ (not catalogued), and they are listed below 
What is clear is that there are no Early to Mid-
dle Bronze Age urns, in contrast to nearby Bre-
asclete, where a thick-walled urn with a flat rim, 
undecorated but for transverse lines on the inner 
part of the rim top, has been dated to c 1730–1500 
cal BC at 95.4% probability (Neighbour 2005). 
Nothing in the Calanais assemblage approaches 
this; and indeed, this may provide indirect con-
firmation that the Calanais Food Vessel belongs 
within the first quarter of the second millennium. 
Whatever had been the changing uses of Calanais, 
it does not seem to have been used for funerary 
purposes after the Early Bronze Age.
In seeking to understand the pottery from 
Calanais, it has been necessary to regard it within 
the broader context of activities in the Hebrides 
and beyond. The presence of other sites that have 
produced comparable Early/Middle Neolithic, 
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age pottery in the 
area reminds us that the activities at Calanais were 
part – albeit a spectacular part, in the case of the 
erection of the stone monument – of the life of 
the broader community. Further excavation in the 
area may help to shed more light on the pattern 
of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age landscape use.
Chapter 18.11 Pottery Catalogue
18.11.1 Explanation, key to headings and 
abbreviations, and initial comments
Cat No: Running number given to each individual 
sherd and fragment: included for ease of museum 
cataloguing. The character _ is used to separate 
runs of numbers, rather than –, to facilitate auto-
matic sorting.
ASH [= Audrey Shore Henshall]:  No (given in 
bold, to ease differentiation from Cat). In some, 
but by no means all cases the numbers denote 
individual vessels. Henshall’s groupings were as 
follows:
ASH 1–10: ‘Early Neolithic, undecorated, corky 
fabric’ (Note: Henshall’s ‘Early Neolithic’ is given 
in the Catalogue as ‘Early/Middle Neolithic (E/
MN)’ as this term more accurately conveys the 
date of the pottery.)
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Context (Ctxt): Again, there has been some renum-
bering and the Catalogue version is the definitive 
one. Example: because test pit G in 1980 duplicated 
context numbers from another area, PJA has consist-
ently changed ‘600’ type context numbers to ‘1300’ 
type numbers. Similarly, BV 1980 is corrected to 
BIIISX to avoid confusion with the 1981 BV.
Date: E/MN = Early/Middle Neolithic; Chalco 
= Chalcolithic; EBA = Early Bronze Age. Note: 
the attribution of small featureless sherds of corky 
fabric to the E/MN can only be tentative, as it 
is known that the same fabric occurs with the 
Grooved Ware and with some of the Beaker pot-
tery; but given that there is a preponderance of 
corky sherds among the E/MN assemblage, and 
given   that most of the small Corky sherds have 
been found in the same areas as indubitably E/
MN pottery, there is a good chance that these 
small sherds also date to that period.
Pot type: Heb Inc = ‘Hebridean Incised’ (= one 
element of the Hebridean E/MN ceramic rep-
ertoire). ‘Corky’ and /Non-corky’ refer to ASH’s 
division of the Early / Middle Neolithic undeco-
rated pottery by fabric.
No of sherds: where ‘F’ listed, this refers to frag-
ments (i.e. pieces whose largest dimension is less 
than 10 mm). ‘Crumb’ = piece smaller than 5 mm 
in greatest dimension. Crumbs not given Cat. No. 
‘cj’ = conjoining (but not refitted)
Weight: Measured to nearest gram, with values of 
0.5 or greater rounded up. (Note: this occasionally 
results in discrepancies between the overall weight 
of multi-piece finds and individual weights.) 
Weights below 1g recorded as <1.
Dimensions: L = length; W = width; Th = thick-
ness; ERD = estimated rim diameter (in the case 
of rim sherds large enough for the pot’s rim di-
ameter to be estimated). Note: as there are so few 
pots whose rim diameters can be estimated, this 
dimension is given in the ‘Description and com-
ments’ section. One or two asterisks after Th de-
notes that sherd is a spall – i.e. one or both surfaces 
is missing. Maximum dimensions given (except 
as ‘NC’, their entries being placed immediately 
below the ASH-numbered entries for those small 
finds numbers.
As is clear from the JAS comments column, in 
a few cases the Henshall attribution can be ques-
tioned: for example, the ASH 10a (81.220) sherds 
are from a Hebridean Incised shouldered bowl 
(although Henshall had recognised the presence 
of ‘an impression’ on the carination). Where such 
discrepancies exist, the JAS identification is given 
under ‘date’ and ‘type’.   
Note: there are several empty bags, plus a couple 
of ‘query’ bags, and two bags of pottery found in 
1988. These are listed at the end of the Catalogue, 
along with any additional material not listed by 
ASH (= ‘NC’).
The entries are ordered as per the ASH order 
(with ‘NC’ entries interspersed as explained above) 
and, within that, by excavation area and context, 
except that her ASH 76 ‘Unclassified’ material is 
listed at the end. These are followed by miscella-
neous ‘NC’ material and by the finds from Area 
S, found 1988. Problems and queries are listed 
at the end of the Catalogue, and there are also 
lists of non-pottery material (including charcoal) 
which had been assumed formerly to be pottery. 
The entries can be re-sorted by the reader, by pe-
riod, context etc.
Find No: Original finds numbers such as 80.2 and 
80.20 have been converted to 80.002 and 80.020 
to allow sorting. The following entries include 
more than one find number and if the Table is 
sorted by ‘Find no’ one of the numbers will be 
out of order.
80.180 & 80.038
81.036 & 81.344
Area: In some cases the area as specified in the 
Catalogue differs from that given on the origi-
nal finds bags; this is because some areas (e.g. H) 
were subdivided after initial recording; some areas 
were re-named; and in some other cases, the orig-
inal site notebooks make it clear that the find in 
question was from a different area. The Catalogue 
version is the definitive version, and this has been 
entered on the new storage bags.
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a. As 4 but inclusion density >7% and up to c 25%
5. (seen only in ASH 75): sub-angular and 
rounded fragments, up to 7.8 x 5.4, of fine-grained 
speckled stone, creamy-coloured with blackish 
mineral inclusions, at density of 7–10%.
Surface finish:  pol = polished;  E= exterior; 
C = core; I = interior; sl = slight. Note that 
‘smoothed’ denotes surface smoothing proba-
bly by wet-smoothing, creating a slip-like effect. 
(ASH had suggested that many of the sherds 
had been covered with a fine slip; it can be hard 
to distinguish between that and well-executed 
wet-smoothing.) In some (and perhaps numer-
ous) cases, wear through abrasion against the plas-
tic bags in which the sherds have been stored is 
clearly evident – and is particularly clear when the 
sherds are examined under a binocular microscope.
Surface deposits: bl = black; encr = encrustation
Wear (= degree of abrasion): 1 = fracture surfaces 
fresh or slightly abraded; 2 = medium abrasion; 3 
= marked abrasion
Ref: indicates where the sherd/pot has been spe-
cifically mentioned in the excavation narratives.
Ill.: refers to illustration in Ch 18
Description and comments: gives details of fea-
ture sherd form and nature and location of deco-
ration, plus comments by JAS and PJA. Note: ‘thin’ 
refers to thinness of the walls, rather than to the 
overall shape of the pot.
Appendix: This gives summary descriptions of the 
pots where a relatively detailed description that is 
too long for inclusion in individual sherd entries 
can be provided.
Note that the pottery was re-bagged by JAS in 
2011, and the previous bag labels (complete with 
identifications as to pot type/date, mostly by MJ, 
now superseded) have been placed within the new 
bags so as to preserve the history of recording. All 
details have been checked by JAS and updated.
where one part of a sherd, e.g. rim, is significantly 
thicker than the rest); when more than one sherd 
present, largest sherd’s dimensions given.
Location on pot: differentiates between ‘feature’ 
sherds (i.e. rims, necks, carinations/shoulders (= 
‘car’, ‘shld’), bases) and sherds from other parts of 
the body – listed as ‘body’ and in most or all cases 
from the belly.
Deco?: presence/absence of decoration; decora-
tion described in final column. Note: the presence 
of one or more cordon is counted as decoration
Fabric:
1. Fairly hard, corky (with voids mostly between 
0.5mm and 3.5 mm in their largest dimension, but 
occasionally much larger voids are present); often 
also sparse, mostly sub-angular lithic inclusions 
present, generally no larger than 4 mm in their 
largest dimension (although with occasional ex-
ceptions); variety of stone types can be present in 
individual sherds, with mica platelets occasionally 
present. Overall density of voids and inclusions < 
5%, usually 3% or sparser; some sherds look much 
less corky than others. Can be laminar fabric.
a. Hard, sparse and small corky sockets (density 
3% or less), no other obvious inclusions apart 
from minute mica platelets
2. Hard, slightly sandy, with a few corky voids; abun-
dant mica platelets on surface. Can include larger 
sub-angular lithic inclusions of various minerals, up 
to c 4 mm in greatest dimension. Density c 5% or less
3. Fairly hard, non-corky and non-sandy, sparse 
lithic inclusions (3% or sparser); inclusions can be 
angular and up to c 4.5 mm in maximum dimen-
sion. Mica platelets can be present.
a. As 3 but very hard
4. Hard, gritty (= ASH’s ‘harsh gritty’): angular & 
sub-angular fragments, mostly of quartz/ite, some 
with integral mica; can be up to 5.7 x 5.7 mm but 
generally smaller than 2 x 2; density 5–7%.
18.11.2 The catalogue
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
1 81.11
9 HI
738 E/MN Corky 1 5 27.4 18.5 8.4 Rim N 1 E: pol lowsheen; I 
smoothed;
sheen on 
part of I is
post-
deposition
al
E med 
brown, 
black 
stain C 
grey-
brown I
mostly 
stained 
black
Sm 
patch 
thin bl 
encr on 
I; bl 
staining
on E & 
I
1 12.4
.1
Y 1 Rim: pointed, steep E 
bevel, slightly 
inturned. ERD c1 60 
mm. From small, fne 
pot, evidently used for
cooking to judge from
the (probably) burnt-
on organic residue. 
Large oval socket in 
core near rim tip is 
much larger than the 
corky voids; would 
need to check whether
it might be a cereal 
impression. Part of E 
spalled of; trowel scar
on E.
2 81.11
1 HII
732 E/MN Corky 1 + 1 crb 3 22.0 19.0 6.6 Rim or rim 
fange 
N 1 E/lower 
surface: 
pol med 
sheen; 
I/upper 
surface 
pol low 
sheen
E/lower
: black 
C bl-
brown 
I/upper:
dark 
grey-
brown
None 1 7.5.
6
Y 2a Either a gently everted
rim with faceted-
rounded top, or else 
part of broad rim 
fange; either way, 
increases in thickness 
from 4.3 at top/outer 
edge to 6.6 at fracture 
edge. Tin-walled, 
fne pot. Slight 
curvature of sherd 
(plan view) might 
suggest that it is a rim 
(with ERD possibly c 
230), but does not rule
out possibility of it 
being a fange. 
Probably broken along
joint line. Both 
surfaces curve gently. 
Faceting of edge 
caused by use of tool 
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CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
(spatulate bone tool or
pebble) to shape it. 
Large subrectangular 
inclusion socket on 
E/lower side, much 
larger than the corky 
voids.
3 81.12
0 HI
738 E/MN Corky 1 1 20.2 19.9 5.1 Rim or rim 
fange 
N 1 E/lower 
& 
I/upper: 
pol low 
sheen (but
also some 
prob bag 
polish on 
I)
Bl-
brown 
through
out
None 3 12.4
.1
N 2b 2 conjoined sherds. 
Most of I spalled of, 
and spalled surface 
abraded. Similar shape
to ASH 2a, but not 
necessarily the same 
pot; thin-walled, fne. 
If rim, gently everted, 
and with shallow E 
bevel. Surfaces gently 
curving. Too small to 
estimate diameter.
4 81.37
7 BIVWX
859 E/MN Corky 1 3 26.7 21.5 7.1 Rim or rim 
fange 
N 1 E/lower: 
pol low 
sheen
E bl-
brown 
with bl 
encr; C 
dark 
brown. 
Tin bl 
encr on 
E 
2 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5, 
7.11
.5
N 2c Rim/rim fange; 
similar shape to ASH 
2a and ASH 2b but 
probably doesn’t 
belong to either. I 
spalled of and 
abraded. If rim, 
everted and faceted 
(with additional 
faceting on E); ERD c
230. If rim fange, 
would again be from 
broad fange. E/lower 
surface curves. Fairly 
fne and thin.
5 81.37
7 BIVWX
859 E/MN Corky 1 <1 14.0 9.2 4.5* Body N 1 E smoothed
Light 
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5; 
7.11
.5
N NC Featureless, abraded 
body sherd, from a 
diferent pot from 
Cat. 4
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6 81.33
1 HII
770 E/MN Corky 1 3 23.0 19.7 7.5 Rim N 1 Smoothed Light brown 
through
out. 
None 2 12.5
.10
Y 3 Rim from thin-walled,
fne pot; ERD c 220 
mm. Upright, fattish, 
faceted on top and E 
from use of tool (cf. 
Cat. 2) to shape it. E 
curves gently inward 
below rim. Broken 
along ring joint 
(shape: inverted, 
sloping U). Corky 
voids variable sizes; a 
couple of large sockets
present.
7 81.33
1 HII
770 E/MN Corky 1 1 19.9 13.5 6.1 Body N 1 Smoothedbut pitted 
with some
large 
corky 
voids and 
E sl 
uneven
E 
blackish
-brown;
C & I 
dark 
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N NC From thin-walled, 
fne pot; not same pot 
as ASH 3 (Cat. 6)
8 81.33
1 HII
770 E/MN Corky 1 2 18.9 14.7 8.3 Body N 1 Smoothed Edark brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N NC From slightly thicker 
but fne pot; not same 
pot as ASH 3 or Cat. 
nos 7 or 9
9 81.33
1 HII
770 E/MN Corky 1 <1 11.1 7.5 5.1* ?Rim N 1 Smoothedbut E 
slightly 
uneven
E dark 
grey-
brown, 
reddish;
C 
salmon 
pink 
and 
dark 
grey
None 3 12.5
.10
N NC Small, heavily abraded
and probably burnt 
sherd. If this is from a 
rim, then rim is 
fattish-topped and 
narrow, with small 
blob of clay on rim 
top. Too small and 
too heavily abraded to 
be sure. Not same pot 
as any of the pots with
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this Small Finds No
10 80.15
4 DI
315 E/MN Corky 1 2 27.8 15.3 6.3 Rim N 1 Smoothedbut E sl 
uneven
E & I 
light 
brown; 
C 
black-
brown
None 1 9.3.
6
Y 4 Rim from thin-walled,
fne pot; similar rim 
shape to ASH 1 (Cat. 
1). Upright, pointed, 
with steep E bevel; 
ERD c 200 mm. Poss 
broken along diagonal
ring joint. Long 
narrow scratch on rim 
bevel: from smoothing
of surface?
11 81.42
4 BIII
815 E/MN Corky 1 2 18.3 11.8 7.6 Rim N 1 but minimall
y corky
Rim pol 
to v low 
sheen on 
E; I 
smoothed.
Some bag 
pol on E
I & E 
light 
brown; 
C 
darker 
brown 
None 2 7.10
.8
N 5 From thin-walled fne
pot. Rim upright, 
rounded, with gentle 
facet on E. Too small 
to estimate rim 
diameter. Less corky 
than other pots. F no 
given as 813 on bags. 
Confict between Area
and context in Finds 
Book. Day Book 
mentions 815 in BIII 
on the relevant day 
but not 813. Found 
9.5.81
12 81.42
4 BIII
815 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 18.2 16.7 7.2 Poss 
rim 
N 1 but 
minimall
y corky, 
and soft
Smoothed E buf 
with 
reddish 
tinge; C
& I as 
E but 
sl. 
redder
None 3 7.10
.8
N NC From small thin-
walled fne pot, 
possibly a cup, burnt 
(hence colour and 
softness). Given 
narrowing of wall, is 
most likely to be from 
a rim with E rim bevel
and gently pointed top
than from a 
carination. Too small 
for ERD but prob 
between 100 and 130 
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mm. Not from same 
pot as ASH 5 (Cat. 
11)
13 81.42
4 BIII
815 E/MN Non-corky
1 1 16.5 16.3 5.5 Poss car N 1a Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C & I 
med 
brown 
with sl 
reddish 
tinge
None 3 7.10
.8
N NC Small sherd from 
thin-walled, fne pot; 
may be very gentle 
carination. Too small 
to estimate diameter 
at this point. Not 
from same pot as 
ASH 5 (Cat. 11) or 
Cat. 12 
14 81.45
2
BIV 877 E/MN Corky 1 5 30.0 23.1 9.8 Rim fange 
or rim
N 1 One 
surface 
(underside
, if rim 
fange; E 
if rim) pol
to low 
sheen; 
other 
smoothed
Top/I 
med to 
drk 
brown; 
C med 
grey-
brown; 
undersi
de/E 
dark 
brown, 
with 
tiny 
patch of
black 
staining
Tiny 
patch of
black 
staining
on 
undersi
de/E
2 7.16
.1
Y 6 From large, fne pot. 
Minimal curvature 
and rapid thickening 
away from edge 
suggest that this is 
perhaps more likely to
be part of a broad rim 
fange than a rim. 
Outer edge rounded; 
upper surface (if 
fange) very gently 
convex and lower 
surface slightly dished.
If it is a rim, then 
everted. Diameter 
hard to assess but at 
least 300 mm. Find 
No wrongly given as 
81.425 in ASH Cat. 
and on the sherd, but 
ASH had queried the 
numbering. Hard to 
judge which is the I 
surface but it’s most 
likely that the 
polished surface is E, 
so rim would be 
minimally everted. 
Found 27.5.81
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15 80.17
2 DI
315 E/MN Corky 1 + 3 crbs 2 23.8 18.5 6.0 Rim N 1 Pol to lowsheen on 
E 
(although 
may be 
bag pol); I
smoothed
E black;
C & I sl
red-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 7a From small, thin-
walled, fne pot. Rim 
pointed, upright; 
ERD c 140 mm. Low 
smoothing facet on E. 
Fragment of charcoal 
also present in bag; 
now bagged separately
16 81.07
4 DI
352 E/MN Corky 1 3 19.0 24.2 6.8 Rim 
fange 
or rim
N 1 Smoothed
; sl pol on 
one side 
- ?bag 
wear
One 
side 
(top/E) 
dark 
orange-
brown; 
other &
C 
blackish
None 2 9.3.
16
N 7a From thin fne pot; 
hard to tell whether it 
is a rim fange or a 
gently everted rim. 
Edge rounded. One 
surface (E, if it is a 
rim) kinks up/out 
close to fracture end. 
If it is a rim, too small
to estimate rim 
diameter. Not from 
same pot as Cat. No 
15 (ASH 7a)
17 81.28
4 DIV
375 E/MN Corky 1 1 19.7 11.6 6.2 Rim N 1 but minimall
y corky
Smoothed E 
black-
brown; 
C & I 
med 
brown
None 1 9.3.
20
N 7b Rim pointed, upright. 
Could well be from 
same pot as Cat. No 
15 (ASH 7a, 80.172). 
Part of E spalled of
18_26 81.22
9 HII
768 E/MN Corky 9 19 
(6,4,
4, 3, 
1,1,1
,2 x 
<1
26.1 21.7 9.5 Rim; 
body 
N 1 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E & I of 
several 
sherds 
may be 
due to bag
polish
E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
black-
grey 
None 2 12.3
.4
Y 8 Rim with rounded 
gentle peak at I; ERD
c 250. From fairly 
fne, large pot. Two of
the body sherds had 
broken along ring 
joint lines, and several 
of the sherds are 
spalls. One frag 
charcoal also present; 
now bagged separately
27 81.22 HII 768 Prob Prob 1 <1 15.1 9.9 4.1* Body N 3 Smoothed E med None 2 12.3 N NC Featureless spall – it’s 
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9 Chalco/
EBA; 
less 
likely to 
be 
E/MN
fne 
Beaker
brown; 
C med 
grey 
.4 probable that the I is 
missing – from fne, 
prob thin-walled pot. 
Not same pot as ASH
8 (Cat. no 18–26). 
Could be fne Beaker 
or else particularly fne
E/MN non-corky
28 81.22
9 HII
768 ?
Chalco.
EBA
?Fine 
Beaker
1 <1 10.5 7.6 3.6* Body N 3 Smoothed E med-
brown; 
C grey-
buf
None 3 12.3
.4
N NC Spall from very fne, 
prob thin-walled pot; 
could be fne Beaker
29 81.22
9 HII
768 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA?
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 12.2 14.4 5.9 Rim N 2 Smoothed Blackis
h-
brown 
through
out
Possibly
tiny 
patches 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 12.3
.4
N NC Rim, gently squared 
of with top sloping 
very slightly towards 
I.Tin and fne 
enough to be from a 
fne Beaker, and rim 
shape accords with 
Beaker. Too small to 
estimate rim diam.
30_38 81.23
9 DI
369 E/MN Corky 7 + 2F + sev crbs
10 
(6,3,
1,1, 
<1 x 
5)
34.5 24.5 7.0 Body N 1 Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
on E 
E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I light 
to med 
brown. 
None 2 9.3.
16
N 9 Includes 2 reftted 
sherds. From thin, 
fne pot; largest sherd 
(from belly) may have 
broken along ring 
joint. Est diam at this 
point: 150. Found 
13.5.80. ASH note: 
‘1981-239 bag mislaid
[sic]with C20’
39_43 81.23
9 DI
369 E/MN Corky 4 + 1F 4 (3, 1, 1, 
<1 x 
2)
20.8 27.7 9.1 Car or 
rim; 
body
N 1 Smoothed
; poss bag 
pol on I
E med 
brown 
(light 
grey 
immed 
below 
surface)
None 2,3 9.3.
16
Y 9 Unclear whether 
largest sherd is from 
carination or rim and 
neck; from fairly fne 
pot. Uncertain 
whether all the other 
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; C 
mid-
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
sherds and frag belong
to this pot, but may 
do. Includes one pair 
of reftted sherds. If a 
rim, then externally-
bevelled, slightly 
inturned, tip missing. 
If a carination, is 
gentle. Too small to 
estimate diameter. 
Sherds may belong to 
>1 pot. Found 
13.5.80. ASH note: 
‘1981-239 bag mislaid
[sic]with C20’
44_47 81.06
0 HI
707 E/MN Corky 4F incl 2 cj
1 14.0 cj 9.0 4.2* Rim N 1 Smoothed I med 
brown; 
C 
blackish
None 2 12.4
.1
N 10a Spalls. Rim 
represented by spall 
from interior; rim 
slightly expanded to I
48_53 81.22
0 HII
747 E/MN Heb Inc 5 & 1F, crbs
7 
(3,2,
1 x 
2, <1
x 2)
22.0 17.3 8.8 1 neck-
&-shld;
rest 
body 
Y 1 Smoothed E dark 
brown 
to 
black-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 2 12.5
.6
N 10a May all be from one 
pot, but not same pot 
as Cat.Nos 44–47 
(ASH 10a). Neck-&-
shoulder sherd (Cat. 
48), from shouldered 
bowl, with stab 
decoration above the 
shoulder and an 
incised line 
immediately below. 
Sherd is a spall, 
bulging at the spalled 
surface, suggesting 
that the 
ridge/shoulder had 
been applied.
54 80.16
6 BI
173 E/MN Corky 1 <1 14.5 7.8 5.9* Rim N 1 Pol to lowsheen on 
E (or I)
med 
None 2 7.14
.1
18.3 10b Rim spall: fattened-
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surviving 
surface
brown; 
C dark 
brown
rounded and 
expanded, with peak 
to E or I. Hard to tell 
whether surviving 
surface is E or I. 
Broken along ring 
joint. Possibly same 
pot as Cat. Nos 44-47
(ASH 10a) but in 
both cases, too small 
to be sure. Original 
bag says ‘f.173 under 
f.160 on f.101. Tis 
look [sic] a bit like 
s…..’ [illegible]
55 81.37
2
B 130 E/MN Heb 
Inc?
1 12 35.3 44.6 9.3 Body N 1 Smoothed E & I 
light-
med 
brown; 
C grey-
brown
None 1 7.10
.7
N 11 2 reftted sherds. 
Hackly fracture. From
fairly large pot. 
Indentation on E 
could be incised 
decoration. From 
Area B, but sub-area 
not recorded. Original
Finds Book Ctxt is 
'130?'
56 81.40
4 BIWX
855 E/MN Corky 1 1 20.5 13.2 7.3 Body, poss 
immed 
below 
rim
N 1 Smoothed
; I has low
sheen, 
poss 
through 
wear
E & I 
dark 
brown, 
C 
blackish
None 2 7.5.
2
N 11 Poss broken along 
ring joint. E partly 
spalled of. Found 
21.5.81
57 81.44
5 BI
856 E/MN Corky 1 1 18.9 15.5 6.3* Body N 1 Smoothed; prob bag 
pol on I
C dark 
brown, 
I black 
None 2 7.5.
1
N 11 E spalled of; probably
from fne pot. Inner, 
original fnd bag 
labelled ‘westward ext 
of B1. Find No 8 & 7’
Found 21.5.81
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58 81.44
5 BI
856 E/MN Corky 1 1 16.4 13.1 5.3 Body N 1 Smoothed E black-
brown, 
C dark 
brown, 
I grey-
brown
None 2 7.5.
1
N 11 From very thin, fne 
pot. Inner, original 
fnd bag labelled 
‘westward ext of B1. 
Find No 8 & 7’. 
Found 21.5.81
59 81.43
6 BIWX
855 E/MN 
(?)
Corky 
(but see 
under 
fabric)
1 5 26.1 24.0 7.4 Body; 
E fat, I
curving
N 2 Smoothed
; I pol to 
med sheen
E & C 
red-
brown; 
I grey-
brown
None 2 7.5.
2
N 11 Fabric very slightly 
grittier than that seen 
in other E/MN 
sherds; can’t rule out a
post-Neo date. One 
fracture surface partly 
runs along ring joint. 
Found 21.5.81 
60_61 81.49
6 BIWX
855 E/MN Corky 1, 1F, sev crbs
2 20.8 17.1 7.1 Body, 
poss 
neck 
just 
below 
rim (E 
kinks 
out)
N 1 E 
smoothed;
I uneven
E mid-
brown 
with 
black 
patch; 
C & I 
light 
grey-
brown
Patch 
of v 
thin 
encr on 
E
2 7.5.
2
N 11 I surface bulges out at 
one point where an 
internal lithic 
inclusion protrudes. 
Found 8.6.81; bag 
says ‘Inner black 
s/infll’. PJA adds 
's/infll means slot 
infll.
62 81.37
1 BII
860 E/MN Non-corky
1 1 11.8 14.7 5.8 Body N 3 Smoothed
, poss pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E
E & 
part of 
C mid-
brown; 
rest of 
C & I 
black
V thin 
black 
residue 
on I
1 7.10
.7
N 11 ASH had had it as 
part of her ‘11’ (i.e. 
corky) sherds but 
fabric is not corky. 
From thin-walled, 
fne pot. Found 
22.5.81
63 81.62
1 BII/III
130 E/MN? Corky ?Heb Inc
1 + 1 frag 1 18.8 20.0 4.2* Body See 
com
men
ts
1 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C 
black-
brown
None 2 7.10
.7
N 11 I spalled of. Possibly 
decorated: 2 large 
voids are natural, and 
horizontal line could 
be trowel scratch, but 
diagonal depression 
could be incision or 
impression rather than
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natural feature. May 
therefore be Heb Inc. 
Found 13.5.81
64 80.12
6
BIV 114 E/MN Corky 1 2 22.9 13.6 7.2 Body N 1 Smoothed E & C 
med 
brown; 
I black
V thin 
black 
stain on
I
3 7.2.
4
N 11 Broken along ring 
joint, creating ‘false 
rim’. Found 14.5.80
65 80.22
1 BIV
134 E/MN Corky 1 7 37.2 27.0 7.6 Body N 1 Smoothed E light red- 
and 
orange-
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
None 3 7.4.
2
N 11 Found 20.5.80
66 81.41
0 BIV
866 E/MN Corky 1 1 16.5 14.9 6.0 Body N 1 Smoothed E & C red- 
brown; 
I 
blackish
None 3 7.16
.1
N 11 Bag says ‘f. 866, layer 
160, fnd No 9’. 
Found 26.5.81 E 
heavily abraded. Prob 
broken along ring 
joint
67 81.45
9 BIVWX
878 E/MN Corky 1 4 29.0 27.7 6.6 Body N 1 Smoothed E & C med-
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 2 711.
3
N 11 Part of E spalled of. 
Found 29.5.81
68 80.06
9
BIIISX 140 E/MN Corky 1 3 23.6 22.1 5.3* Body N 1 Smoothed C & I 
mediu
m 
brown 
None 2 7.4.
2
N 11 E spalled of. Bag says
‘BV f.140 SF 69’ as 
does Finds Book. PJA
adds, ‘BV 1980 has 
been changed in the 
report to BIIISX to 
avoid confusion with 
the 1981 BV.' Found 
16.5.80
69_76 81.393 BVSX
141 E/MN Corky 6 + 2 frgs+
2 crb
11 
(4, 
26.5 14.4 10.9 Body N 1 Smoothed E & I 
Dark 
brown 
None 2 & 
3
7.8.
3
N 11 All prob from same 
pot; relatively thick-
walled, but carefully-
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2,2, 
3 x 
1)
(E sl 
red-
brown 
on one 
sherd), 
C grey-
brown
smoothed surfaces. 5 
sherds are spalls. One 
‘false rim’ ring joint; 
lgst sherd has poss 
trowel gouge. One 
buf-coloured sherd 
probably burnt, or else
just heavily leached
77_81 80.15
5 DI
315 E/MN Non-corky
4 & 1F 6 30.3 35.7 7.2 Body N 3 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C grey-
brown
Poss 
trace of 
v thin 
dark 
brown 
encr on 
I
3 9.3.
6
N 11 Had originally been 
one sherd; currently 
consists of 3 reftted 
sherds plus conjoining
sherd & frag – so no 
need to split weight 
into constituent 
sherds.
82 80.05
9 DI
315 E/MN 
but see 
commen
t
Corky 
but see 
note
1 7 33.6 23.5 9.0 Body N 2 Smoothed E mid 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
mid –
brown, 
sl 
greyish
None 2 9.3.
6
N 11 Broken along two ring
joint lines; one line is 
shiny, possibly from 
trowel damage. 
Fabric: minimally 
corky; fairly abundant 
sand-sized grains, 
density 5–7%. From 
fairly large pot: diam 
at this point c 210. 
Note: some of the 
domestic Beaker 
sherds resemble this in
fabric and thickness
83_92 81.09
3 DI
315 E/MN Corky 6 + 4F + crbs + incl 8 (3, 3 x 
1, 
rest 
<1 
23.8 19.0 10.5 Body N 1 but 
not v 
corky
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown, 
C buf 
& grey-
brown
Poss v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I and/or
E but 
may 
just be 
sedime
nt
3 9.3.
6
N 11 All prob from one pot.
Friable and relatively 
thick. Note on bag: 
‘Lg crystal was part of 
fabric and fell out’. 
Not crystal but 
angular matte rock 
frag (= deliberately-
added lithic 
inclusion), dark grey-
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brown,10 x 7.5 mm. 
Found 7.5.81
93_11
3
80.10
9 DI
321.2
C E/MN 
Corky 14 & 7F 
& crbs
10 (2
x2, 4
x 1, 
rest 
<1)
27.6 21.0 8.2* Body N 1 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown, 
C light 
and 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
8
N 11 All from one pot; all 
spalls. Friable. May be
from same pot as 
525_530 and possibly 
924_926 despite 
diferences in fabric.
114_1
15
81.24
5 DI
352 E/MN Corky 2 14 
(9,5)
32.7 28.6 12.3* Body N 1 but 
soft
I 
smoothed;
E uneven 
but heavly
abraded
C grey-
brown 
to red-
brown; 
I 
reddish
-buf
None 3 9.3.
16
N 11 Abraded body sherds 
from relatively thick 
pot; E spalled of and 
abraded
116 81.24
5 DI
352 E/MN Corky 1 2 23.1 17.4 6.8 Body N 1 but soft
Smoothed E & I 
light 
brown, 
sl 
pinkish;
C med 
grey
None 3 9.3.
16
N 11 Body sherd; poss 
broken along joint line
(broad V-shape)
117 81.25
2 DI
369 E/MN Corky 1 4 25.3 26.7 9.9 Body N 1 Smoothed E mid-brown; 
C grey-
brown 
to bl-
brown; 
I bl-
brown. 
Patch 
of thin 
bl encr 
on I 
2 9.3.
16
N 11 From belly of fairly 
fne pot; much of I 
spalled of
118 81.25
2 DI
369 E/MN Non-corky
1 4 21.4 17.6 11.7 Body N 2 Smothed Eor 
I&C 
light 
red-
brown, 
I or C 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
16
N 11 Featureless body sherd
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119 81.27
2 DI
369 E/MN Corky 1 4 27.8 24.1 7.5 Body N 1 Smoothed E grey-brown 
with 
dark-
brown 
patch 
(plis 
peat); C
+ I mid 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
16
N 11 Much of I spalled of. 
Found 16.5.81
120 81.26
2 DI
374 E/MN Corky 1 2 19.0 18.5 5.8 Body N 1 but min. 
corky
E & I pol 
to med 
sheen
E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
Minute 
trace of 
black 
encr on 
I
2 9.3.
16
N 11 Tin, fne pot; poss 
broken along ring 
joint. NB: poss than 
some of the sheen on 
the I is from plastic 
bag storage rather 
than polish. Found 
16.5.81
121 81.26
9 DI
374 E/MN Corky 1 2 20.7 18.0 5.2 Body N 1 but min. 
corky
E pol to 
med sheen
E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
black
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
2 9.3.
16
N 11 Tin, fne; could well 
be from same pot as 
81.262
122 81.29
8 DI
376 E/MN Corky 1 2 16.4 16.4 6.6 Body N 1 Pol to lowsheen on 
E; 
smoothed 
I
E 
black-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
brown
None 2 9.3.
14
N 11 Most or all of I spalled
of. Poss from same 
pot as 81.262 and 
81.269. Found 
19.5.81. On original 
bag, says ‘hearth’. PJA
adds: Context 376 was
originally interpreted 
as a hearth but may 
have been a burial 
setting.
123 81.36
7 DI
914 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 25.8 13.6 5.2 Body N 3 Smoothed E light 
red-
brown; 
C & I 
orange-
brown, 
Tiny 
patches 
of v 
thin 
encr on 
E
2 9.3.
5
N 11 Tin, fne, slightly 
laminar. Found 5.6.81
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with 
some 
dark 
grey in 
C
124 80.14
1 DII
316 E/MN Corky but see 
under 
fabric
1 8 33.4 26.6 10.8 Body N 2 Smoothed E + C 
dark 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
4
N 11 Poss broken along 
ring joint
125_1
28
81.24
1 DV
344 E/MN Corky 4 4 (3 
x 1, 
1 x 
<1)
21.5 14.5 6.5* Body N 1 None 
visible
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C grey-
brown 
to bl-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 11 All spalls, heavily 
abraded, all from one 
pot; one broken along 
ring joint. Found 
8.5.81
129 81.05
8 HI
707 E/MN Corky 1 3 24.1 18.8 7.7 Body N 1 E pol to low sheen;
I 
smoothed
E med-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 11 Some polishing of 
abraded fracture 
surfaces from friction 
against plastic bag
130 81.10
6 HI
725 E/MN Corky 1 2 22.3 20.4 5.8 Body N 1 E & I pol to low 
sheen
E & C 
med-
brown; 
I black-
brown
None 2 12.4
.1
N 11 Poss broken along 
ring joint. Voids 
examined under 
microscope at x50; 
material in one is very 
friable, rotten, 
blackish mineral. 
Probable ‘bag-polish’ 
and trowel-smoothing
on I. Shallow 
scratches on E are 
almost certainly not 
deliberate decoration
131_1
32
81.10
2 HI
735 E/MN Corky 2 3 
(2,)
24.3 19.3 11 Body N 1 I pol to 
low sheen;
E 
E dark 
brown; 
C light 
None 3 12.3
.1
N 11 Conjoining spalls 
from laminar-fabric 
pot. T measured with
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smoothed 
but 
abraded
grey; I 
blackish
both spalls placed 
together. Found 
23.5.80
133 81.10
2 HI
735 E/MN Corky 1 2 15.6 16.1 7.6 Body N 1 I smoothed;
E abraded
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
brown
None 3 12.3
.1
N 11 Abraded body sherd 
from diferent pot 
from Cat. Nos 131 
and 132
134_1
38
81.21
4 HI
738 E/MN Corky 5 9 (8, 
1, 
<1x2
)
43.2 29.8 8.6 Body N 1 Smoothed E & I 
light 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 11 2 conjoining sherds 
had been reftted. 
Others are spalls from 
same pot. Much of E 
of conjoined sherds 
spalled of. Laminar 
fabric. Light colour 
suggests possibly 
burnt
139 81.12
2 HI
739 E/MN Corky 1 1 19.8 15.5 4.1* Body N 1 None visible
I black-
brown; 
C 
black-
brown 
& buf
Tiny 
patches 
of v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
2 12.4
.1
N 11 Spall. Bag says 
‘f.738/739’
140_1
41
81.12
8 HI
739 E/MN Corky 2 1 (1, 
<1)
14.2 12.8 4.7 Poss 
rim + 
body
N 1 Smoothed Buf 
through
out
None 3 12.4
.1
N 11 Both from same pot. 
V thin, fne pot. 
Possible rimsherd has 
gently pointed top but
is otherwise rounded, 
and minimally 
everted. Softness & 
light colour may 
indicate that sherds 
have been burnt.
142 81.15
6 HI
739 E/MN Corky 1 1 20.3 10.2 7.7 Body N 1 Smoothed E & I med 
brown; 
C sl 
orange-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 11 Bag says ‘?rimsherd’ 
but is actually a false 
rim (ie broken along 
convex ring joint). 
Trowel gouge on edge
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143_1
54
81.15
4 HI
746 E/MN Corky 10 + 2F + crbs 10 (2, 1 
x 9, 
<1 x 
2)
16.7 12.6 8.5* Body N 1 Smoothed
. 
Dark 
brown 
through
out. 
None 2 & 
3
12.7
.6
N 11 Body sherds (incl 
several spalls) from 
pot with laminar, 
friable fabric. Also 
present in bag: 1 frag 
charcoal, 1 rounded 
frag stone. Now 
bagged separately
155 81.15
4 HI
746 ? 
Chalco/
EBA
? fne 
Beaker
1 1 15.0 12.3 4.3 Body N 1a Pol to v 
low sheen 
on E; 
smoothed 
I
E & I 
light 
brown 
C grey-
brown
3 12.7
.6
N 11 Body sherd from thin,
fne pot, possibly fne 
Beaker: cf. ASH 55 
and ASH 15: 
Beaker/Beaker-like 
sherds from Area H
156 81.03
7 HII
712 E/MN Corky 1 2 22.0 21.6 5.0* Body N 1 Insufcient surface 
surviving
C: dark 
greyish 
brown
None 3 12.3
.3
N 11 E & most of I spalled 
of; E abraded; but 
may well have been 
from a thin-walled pot
157 81.03
8 HII
712 E/MN Corky 1 3 28.1 17.8 6.3 Body N 1 Smoothed Med brown 
through
out
None 2 12.3
.3
N 11
158 81.04
0 HII
712 E/MN Corky 1 1 15.2 14.3 7.2* Body N 1 Smoothed I & C dark 
brown
None 2 12.3
.3
N 11 Could be from same 
pot as 81.38 but too 
small to be sure. Large
rectangular voids on I 
are indeed voids, not 
decoration. E and part
of I spalled of: 
laminar fabric
159 81.68
1 HII
728 E/MN Corky 1 2 22.8 16.0 5.3 Body N 1 Smoothed E blackish
, C & I 
black-
brown. 
None 2 12.5
.2
N 11 From thin, fne pot. 
Original small fnds 
bag says ‘f.738’ but 
Finds Book has "f 728
T. 28 say?". "T.28 
say?" may refer to a 
temporary fnds 
number.
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160 81.68
1 HII
728 E/MN Corky 1 2 19.0 11.0 8.7 Body N 3 Smoothed Med grey-
brown 
through
out
Sm 
patch v 
thin bl 
encr on 
I
3 12.5
.2
N 11 Featureless body sherd
from thicker pot than 
Cat. no 159
161 81.07
8 HII
728 E/MN Corky 1 1 13.1 12.7 5.1* Body N 1 Smoothed C med grey- 
brown; 
I dark 
brown
None 3 12.5
.2
N 11 E spalled of
162_1
65
81.66
8 HII
730 E/MN Corky 3S, 1F 3 
(1,1, 
2 x 
<1)
20.3 12.3 5.2* Body N 1 (min 
corky)
Smoothed Light 
brown 
through
out, C 
greyish 
in parts.
Frag: C
black, E
& I 
med 
brown
None 3 12.6
.4
N 11 All spalls; poss burnt. 
Frag soft, friable
166_1
67
81.10
9 HII
732 E/MN Corky 2 9 
(9,1)
37.9 30.8 8.0 Body N 1 Smoothed E med 
grey-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
2 7.5.
6
N 11 Both sherds from 
same pot. Total of 
weights seems to 
exceed 9 but is due to 
scales measuring to 
whole grams
168_1
71
81.11
3 HII
732 E/MN 
Or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or 
fneBkr
2 + 2F+ 
crb
2 (2 
x1, 2
x <1)
16.0 13.9 5.1* Body N but 
see 
com
men
ts
1 (min 
corky)
Smoothed E & I 
light 
red-
brown; 
C light 
grey
None 1 7.5.
6
N 11 All from the same pot;
all spalls. One sherd 
has very shallow, thin 
horizontal incision but
unclear whether this is
decoration. Not like 
incisions on Heb 
Incised ware; if 
deliberate, might it be 
from a Beaker? 
Friable. Prob thin, 
fne pot. 
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172 81.11
3 HII
732 E/MN Corky 1 2 19.5 18.0 6.1 Prob 
from 
splaying
neck
N 1 Pol to low
sheen on 
E & I
E 
black-
brown; 
C dark 
to med 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
None 1 7.5.
6
N 11 From thin fne pot but
probably not same pot
as other 81.113 
sherds. Large 
rectangular void in 
one fracture surface. 
173 81.11
5 HII
732 E/MN Corky 1 3 28.5 21.6 6.3 Body N 1 but min 
corky; 
hard
E pol to 
low sheen
E light 
reddish
-brown;
C: as E,
plus 
light 
grey
None 3 7.5.
6
N 11 Most of E and all of I 
spalled of. 2 sherds 
reftted. Laminar but 
notably hard fabric
174_1
75
81.09
6 HII
732 E/MN Corky; one 
sherd 
Heb Inc
2 2 
(1,1)
23.2 16.7 6.1* Body Incis
ed 
line 
on 
one 
sher
d
1 Smoothed Decorat
ed 
sherd: 
E & I 
blackish
brown; 
C dark 
grey 
brown. 
Other 
sherd: 
C grey-
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 2 7.5.
6
N 11 Te 2 sherds are 
possibly from same 
pot; all of E spalled 
from one sherd, most 
of E spalled from the 
decorated sherd..
176 81.14
6 HII
733 E/MN Corky 1 4 28.0 23.4 7.3* Body N 1, min. corky
E pol to 
med 
sheen; I sl 
uneven
Dark 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 2 7.5.
6
N 11 I spalled of. Shallow 
scratches (not 
decoration) on E, in 2 
directions
177 81.14
8 HII
733 E/MN Corky 1 2 21.1 17.6 6.8* Body N 1, min. corky
I pol to 
low sheen
I dark 
grey-
brown; 
Patch 
of thin 
bl encr 
3 7.5.
6
N 11 E spalled of 
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C med 
grey-
brown
on I
178 81.09
7 HII
733 E/MN Corky 1 3 23.5 20.4 8.0 Body N 1 Smoothed; some 
‘bag-
polish’ on 
I
E med-
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
Idark 
brown
None 2 7.5.
6
N 11
179_1
80
81.21
5 HII
747 E/MN Corky 2 2 (2, 
<1)
18.9 17.5 5.6 Body N 1 (min. 
corky)
Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
Cmediu
m to 
dark 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.5
.6
N 11 Tin, fne. Both from 
same pot. Larger 
sherd prob broken 
along ring joint
181 81.32
1 HII
769 E/MN Corky 1 4 29.6 28.3 6.8* Body N 1 E pol to low sheen
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N 11 I spalled of
182_1
95
81.32
2 HII
769 E/MN Corky 14 6 (1 
x 4, 
<1 x 
10)
16.7 13.4 6.9 1 rim; 
rest 
body 
N 1 Smoothed Rim: E 
& I 
red-
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown. 
Others: 
various 
shades 
of 
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N 11 From fairly fne, thin-
walled pot. Rim 
upright, gently 
pointed. Several of the
sherds are spalls; 
several broken along 
joint lines (curving 
diagonal joints). 
196_1
97
81.32
2 HII
769 E/MN Non-corky 2 3 
21.1 15.2 5.9 Neck, 
body
N 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
None 2 12.5
.10
N 11 From thin, fne pot. 
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(2,2) C mid grey-
brown; 
I dark 
grey-
brown
Not same pot as Cat. 
nos 182–195 or 198–
200.
198_2
00
81.32
2 HII
769 E/MN Corky 3 2 
(1,1, 
<1 x 
11)
16.5 13.5 10.4* Body N 1 but 
soft
Smoothed
but 
abraded
Dark 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 12.5
.10
N 11 Heavily abraded 
featureless sherds
201_2
02
81.32
3 HII
769B E/MN Corky 2 2 
(1,1)
17.2 12.7 5.3* Body; 1
spall 
prob 
from 
rim
N 1 (min. 
corky); 
rim spall
3
Rim spall:
E pol to 
med 
sheen; 
other: 
prob bag 
pol on I 
E med 
brown; 
I dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.5
.10
N 11 2 spalls from fairly 
fne pot with laminar 
fabric; I of rim spalled 
of. Rim has shallow 
and narrow E bevel. 
Apparent variation in 
fabric is minor; both 
spalls may well be 
from same pot. 
203 81.32
3 HII
769B E/MN Corky 1 5 26.4 21.6 10.8 Body N 1 Smoothed; I sl less 
smooth 
than E
E & I 
mid 
brown; 
C mid 
brown 
and 
dark 
grey
None 3 12.5
.10
N 11 Belly sherd from fairly
fne pot, slightly 
laminar fabric; part of 
E spalled of. Prob not
same pot as Cat. No 
201–202; not same 
pot as Cat. No204–
206 
204_2
06
81.32
3 HII
769B E/MN Corky 2 + 1F 1 
(1,1,
<1)
17.2 11.5 5.2** Body N 1a No 
surfaces 
present
C dark 
grey, 
dark 
brown, 
light to 
mid 
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N 11 3 featureless spalls 
from pot with laminar
fabric. Not same pot 
as Cat. No 201–202 
or 203
207_2
17
81.32
6 HII
769 E/MN Corky 10 + 1F + 
crbs
13 (2
x 3, 
2, 5 
19.3 18.8 8.5 Body N 1 Smoothed
; E & I 
pol to low 
E light 
brown; 
C dark 
None 2 &3 12.5
.10
N 11 May all be from one 
pot (except perhaps 
the most abraded, 
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x 1, 
2 x 
<1)
sheen on 
2 sherds
grey-
brown; 
I black-
brown; 
one 
blackish
through
out
black sherd). Friable, 
laminar. Oldest bag 
says ‘f.769 general 
from …[illegible] of 
layer D’
218_2
19
81.34
9 HII
770 E/MN Corky 2 8 (6, 
2)
32.1 22.0 11.2 Body N 1 E 
Smoothed
E med 
brown; 
C light 
to dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N 11 I spalled of both 
sherds. Both from 
same pot. Large sherd
contains large (7 x 5 
mm) subangular 
quartz inclusion
220 81.69
5 HII
787 E/MN Corky 1 1 22.2 14.0 4.6* Body N 1 (min) Smoothed E light brown; 
C 
blackish
None 2 12.6
.4
N 11 I spalled of. NOTE: 
ASH has this as 
coming from B, and 
the bag says B4Wx/H,
rather than HII. PJA 
adds, ‘ Te original 
fnds book has B4etc 
crossed out and 
replaced by H’ . 
Found 1.6.81
221 80.00
3 G1
1306 E/MN Non-corky
1 4 27.0 27.3 6.5* Neck &
rim
N 3 Smoothed C light 
brown 
(plus 
brown 
peat); I 
med 
brown
None 2 13.2
.1
Y 12 From fne pot with 
laminar fabric; E 
spalled of. Slightly 
everted rim; rim top 
and E missing. Est 
diam at this point c 
200 mm. Note: the 
bag says ‘Site G f.606’,
but because test pit G 
in 1980 duplicated 
context numbers from 
another area, PJA has 
consistently changed 
‘600’ type context 
numbers to ‘1300’ type
numbers. E spalled 
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of. Fairly hard. One 
shiny lithic inclusion
222 81.23
9 DI
369 E/MN Non-corky
1 3 18.5 21.5 8.5 Rim N 2 Smoothed E 
blackish
brown; 
C mid 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
V thin 
bl encr 
on E
3 9.3.
16
Y 13 Rim rounded, upright.
Too small to estimate 
rim diameter. ASH 
note in bag: ‘Found 
with ASH 9’
223 81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 3 19.2 21.7 8.2 Rim N 2 Smoothed E 
pinkish
-brown;
C mid 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.4
.1
N 14 Rim rounded, slightly 
faring. Too small to 
estimate rim diameter.
ASH note: found with
ASH 15 (Cat. 226, 
227; 81.213)
224_2
25
81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky 
2 3 
(2,1)
22.3 16.1 5.5 Rim 
fange; 
body
N 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen 
prob due 
to bag pol
E & I 
blackish
; C 
light to 
med 
grey-
brown
V thin 
black 
encr on 
E 
2 12.4
.1
N 15 From thin, fne but 
fairly large pot with 
fanged rim; edge 
gently squared of. 
Superfcially resembles
rim of fne Beaker but 
fatness of sherd 
suggests that it is 
more likely to be an 
E/MN fne fanged 
pot.
226_2
27
81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Corky 2 5 (3,2)
24.5 25.1 7.6 Body N 1 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
mid 
grey-
brown
None 2,3 12.4
.1
N NC Mentioned in ASH’s 
catalogue under 15 
but not part of the pot
represented by Cat. 
224–5. From belly of 
fairly thin-walled, 
fairly fne pot
228 81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 4 21.5 28.1 6.1 Body N 1a Smoothed E light 
brown 
None 2 12.4
.1
N NC Curving belly sherd 
from small, fne, thin-
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with 
grey-
brown 
areas; C
buf; I 
light 
grey-
brown
walled pot; possibly a 
cup
229 81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 7 30.8 24.7 10.8 Body N 3 Smoothed
; poss pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E, or else 
bag polish
E mid 
brown; 
C mid 
brown 
& grey-
brown; 
I mid-
brown, 
sl 
reddish
None 3 12.4
.1
N NC Abraded belly sherd 
from fairly fne pot
230 81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 20.3 19.4 5.6* Body N 3 Smoothed C grey 
& light 
brown; 
I med 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N NC Abraded spall from 
fne pot
231 81.21
3 HI
738 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 16.6 13.9 10.6 Body Y 3 Smoothed Edark grey-
brown; 
C light 
grey 
with 
bright 
redlayer
s close 
to E & 
I 
surfaces
; I light 
red-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N NC Body with incised 
herringbone design, 
horizontal 
232 81.43
4 BIV
846 E/MN Non-corky
1 4 23.8 21.7 8.7 Rim or 
rim 
N 2 Smoothed
but 
E/unde
rside 
None 2 7.14
.1; 
N 16 Either rim or rim 
fange, with rounded 
The pottery assemblage | 651
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
fange I/upper 
surface sl 
uneven. 
Patches of
sheen on 
E 
/underside
not due to
deliberate 
polish but 
to 
combinati
on of 
trowel 
mark and 
bag polish
blackish
- 
brown; 
C dark 
grey & 
med 
brown; 
I/upper 
surface 
med 
brown
7.8.
8
edge and one slightly 
concave surface, from 
not particularly fne 
pot. If rim, slightly 
everted. Had split 
vertically, prob along 
joint plane, and pieces
had been reftted. 
Slight hollow on one 
surface probably 
caused by running a 
thumb around the 
pot . Cannot estimate 
rim diam. Found 
23.5.81
233 81.43
4 BIV
846 E/MN Non-corky
1 29 54.2 45.6 9.9 Neck or
belly
N 3 Smoothed E light-
med 
grey-
brown; 
Cmed-
dark 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.14
.1; 
7.8.
8
N NC Mentioned by ASH 
in her listing of ASH 
16, but from diferent 
pot. From large, fne, 
hard pot; diam at this 
point c 230. Broken 
along ring joints. 
Largest of the E/MN 
sherds. Found 23.5.81
234 81.43
4 BIV
846 E/MN Non-corky
1 9 27.2 26.6 10.5 Body N 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E prob 
due to bag
pol
E & C 
light to 
mid 
brown; 
I mid-
brown 
None 2 7.14
.1; 
7.8.
8
N NC Mentioned by ASH 
in her listing of ASH 
16, but from diferent 
pot; may possibly be 
from same pot as Cat. 
233. Hard, fne fabric.
Prob broken along 
ring joint. Found 
23.5.81
235 80.04
3 BII/III
156 E/MN Non-corky
1 1 18.3 11.0 10.7 Rim N 2 Smoothed E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
None 3 7.2.
8, 
7.3.
8
N 17 Rim from fairly fne 
pot. Flattish on top, 
rounded on E, 
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grey; I 
med-
brown
expanded to E. Prob 
broken along ring 
joint. Too small for 
estimating rim diam. 
Bag says ‘ Site B NE 
Ext f.111 [SF] 43’. 
Original fnds book 
says ‘10/5/80 B2 in 
top 156 under peat 
NE’ PJA adds: ‘In the 
text I have assigned it 
to 156 but explained 
that it might be safer 
to suppose it was in 
the overlying peaty 
material 111. It 
should be recorded in 
the catalogue as 156 
but with similar 
comment. Some fnds 
ascribed to 111 in 
previous version of 
Catalogue have been 
moved to other 
contexts after 
checking fnds book’. 
Found 10.5.80
236_2
37
80.13
3 BIIISX
117 E/MN Non-corky
2 4 24.6 20.2 8.8 Rim or 
poss 
rim 
fange
N 3 Smoothed E + I 
light to 
mid-
brown; 
C mid-
grey
None Abra
ded
7.4.
2
Y 17a 2 conjoining and 
reftted sherds from 
fne pot; broken along 
ring joint. Either rim 
– rounded & slightly
everted, with curving I
surface – or rim fange
with convex upper 
surface. Too small for 
reliable ERD. PJA 
adds, ‘B 5-3. Tis was 
recorded in the 
original fnds book as 
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80.133 from context 
117 (the generally 
highest old plough 
soil on Area B) and as 
from B5-3. In 1980 
B5 was used for a 
small slot extension 
southward of BIII 
near the medial baulk 
and the annotation 
B5-3 undoubtedly 
means that the sherd 
came from close to the
general southern 
boundary of B3 and 
the start of the 1980 
trench B5 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV.’
238 80.16
3 BI 
154 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 19.6 19.3 5.5 Body N 3 Smoothed E + I 
light 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 2 7.9.
10
N 18 Tin, fne pot. Found 
27.5.80. 
239_2
42
80.17
6 BI
120 E/MN Non-corky
3+ 1F 4 
(2,1,
1)
27.6 14.1 6.7 Body N 3 Smoothed
. Low 
sheen on 
E+I but 
could be 
post-
deposition
al
Black-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N 18 Found 23.5.81, 
second trowelling. 
Bag just gives Area as 
‘B’
243 81.49
4 BI
164 E/MN Non-corky
1 5 30.8 21.1 7.3 Body N 2 Smoothed
; E rough 
but partial
loss of 
surface
E light 
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I dark 
grey-
None 3 7.17
.7
N 18
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brown
244 81.43
7 BII
112 E/MN Non-corky
1 6 33.0 20.0 8.9 Body N 3 Smoothed
; E low 
sheen
E & 
part of 
C mid 
brown, 
rest of 
C & I 
blackish
None 2 7.2.
6
N 18
245_2
46
81.48
4 BIVWX
881 E/MN Non-corky
2 3 
(2,1)
17.9 17.7 8.1* Car; 
body
N 2 Smoothed E light 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
buf
None 3 7.15
.8
N 18 Both sherds possibly 
burnt. Larger sherd is 
gentle carination; pot 
not particularly fne or
thin
247 81.48
4 BIVWX
881 E/MN Non-corky
1 3 18.8 20.5 6.5 Body N 3 Smoothed E mid-
brown, 
C & I 
blackish
Sm 
patch of
bl encr 
on I
3 7.15
.8
N 18 Belly sherd from thin 
fne cooking pot
248 81.67
7 BIVWX
891 E/MN Non-corky
1 9 32.8 33.0 8.6 Body N 3 E 
smoothed;
I pol to 
low sheen
E light 
brown; 
C light 
brown 
& mid 
grey; I 
blackish
None 3 7.11
.3
N 18 1 fragment cramp 
(fuel ash slag) or 
cramp-like material 
(not metalworking 
slag) present in bag. 
Now separated out. 
Found 6.6.81. 
Original fnds bag says
‘base sherd’ but isn’t 
from a base.
249 81.41
1 BV
141 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 22.3 13.7 5.7 Body N 2, 
markedl
y sandy
Smoothed E dark 
brown, 
C & I 
blackish
-brown
None 2 7.8.
3
N 18 Finds Book says ‘B’; 
corrected to ‘BV’ by 
PJA
250_2
56
81.45
6 BV
810 E/MN Non-corky
7 8 (2 
x 2,1
x 5)
18.0 15.7 5.1 1 rim, 
rest 
body
N 3 Smoothed E & I 
mid 
reddish
-brown;
C grey-
brown 
None 3 7.12
.1
N 18 From thin, fne pot. 
Rim prob upright, 
fattish on top, curving
to E, gently squared 
of to I; too sm for 
ERD. Broken along 
joint line. Other 
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sherds may well be 
from this pot; largest 
sherd has very slightly 
undulating E.
257 81.45
6 BV
810 E/MN Non-corky
1 2 17.2 19.5 6.5 Body N 1a Smoothed E & I 
reddish 
mid-
brown; 
C mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.1
N 18 Featureless body sherd
from thin fne pot, not
necessarily the same 
pot as Cat. nos.Cat 
250–256
258_2
63
81.45
6 BV
810 E/MN Non-corky
6 8 
(2,1 
x 5)
20.3 12.4 9.2 Body N 2 Smoothed E & C 
mid 
brown; 
Idark 
grey-
brown 
None 3 7.12
.1
N 18 From fairly fne pot, 
thicker than Cat. nos 
250–256 and 257; 
four of the sherds are 
spalls
264 81.40
8 BV
813 E/MN Non-corky
1 7 29.8 22.7 8.9 Body N 2 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown 
C mid 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.8.
5
N 18 Poss broken along 
ring joint. Part of I 
spalled of. Found 
26.5.81 (Find No 8). 
Bag says ‘f.814/layer 
160’. PJA adds: ‘Plans 
18/81, 19/81 and 
20/81 and the original
fnds book confict 
and it is conceivable 
that the sherd came 
from similar black 
feature 814 or even 
black layer 160’
265 81.38
7 BVSX
141 E/MN? Non-corky
1 3 17.3 18.5 9 Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
orange-
brown, 
C & I 
blackish
None 3 7.8.
3
N 18 Dragged fngernail 
impression on exterior
– more likely to be 
accidental, perhaps 
relating to 
manufacture, than 
decoration. Note from
ASH in bag: ‘found 
with fat base’. (Tis is
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in ASH 59B, Cat. 
484; not from the 
same pot, even though
shares same SF No– 
as do Cat. Nos.Cat 
485–7 ). 
266 81.40
5 BVSX
141 E/MN Non-corky
1 4 20.2 19.5 9.4 Body N 2 Smoothed E 
mottled
dark 
brown 
& 
black-
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
None 2 7.8.
3
N 18 From fairly fne pot; 
most of I of larger 
sherd spalled of, prob
along ring joint 
(diagonal). Found 
9.5.81
267 81.40
5 BVSX
141 E/MN Prob fne 
Heb Inc
1 2 16.2 19.5 8.0* Rim Y 3 Smoothed E mid 
brown; 
C mid-
brown 
& grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 18 Sherd from rim and 
upper neck (I & top of
rim spalled of) from 
fne pot. Rim prob 
rounded, upright and 
expanded to E. Deco 
= very faint diagonal 
incised lines 
immediately below 
rim. Cf. the fne Heb 
Inc pots ASH 32–35, 
Cat. nos 309, 311–
316
268_2
69
81.46
4 BII/III
111 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA 
Non-
corky or
?Beaker
1 + 1F 1 (1 
+ <1)
18.3 17.4 4.8 Body N 3 Smoothed
; I has low
sheen but 
could be 
from bag-
wear
E & I 
black-
brown, 
C black
None 1 7.2.
8
N 18 Original fnds bag says
‘ Site B backfll, 2 
sherds Beaker’. Had 
subsequently been 
claimed to be peat but
on microscopic 
inspection is clearly 
thin fne pottery. 
Could possibly be 
Beaker but too small 
to be sure. Tere are 
some sherds which are
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of E/MN date (eg 
from ASH 15) that 
are as thin and fne as 
these
270_2
72
81.28
9 DI
315 E/MN Corky 1 + 2F + crbs
2 (1, 
<1 
x2)
16.0 15.0 7.2 Body N 1 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C mid 
grey-
brown; 
I black-
brown 
with 
orange 
patch
Bl encr 
on I
2 & 
3
9.3.
6
N 18 From thin-walled pot 
with friable, laminar 
fabric 
273_2
76
81.28
9 DI
315 E/MN Non-corky
4 38 
(16,1
1, 
8,3) 
35.6 34.8 13.3 Body N 3 Smoothed Variabl
e. 
Largest 
sherd: 
E 
orange-
brown, 
C 
orange-
brown 
& med 
grey, I 
dark 
grey
Bl encr 
on I of 
lgst 
sherd
3 9.3.
6
N 18 From large, relatively 
thick-walled pot/s. 
Largest sherd broken 
along ring joint. 
Found 16.5.81
277 81.15
7 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 3 17.0 20.7 7.3 Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
reddish
-brown;
C mid 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 18 Part of E spalled of 
along ring joint plane
278 81.21
1 HI
738 E/MN Non-corky
1 9 35.8 18.8 12.5 Body N 3 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
None 2 12.4
.1
N 18 Relatively thick; from 
large pot. Broken 
along ring joint 
The pottery assemblage | 658
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
brown
279 81.10
4 HII
736 E/MN Non-corky
1 3 17.7 16.4 9 Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.5
.4
N 18 Part of E worn of. 
Original bag says 
‘f.732/736’.See also 
ASH 38 (AOC 
Beaker): the beaker 
sherd had been taken 
out of the bag and is 
stored with ASH 38; 
is not from the same 
pot as Cat. 279 sherd
280 80.16
0 FVI
622 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 24.5 15.8 5.5* (9.3* 
max)
Rim Y 3 Slightly 
uneven E;
I has 
horizontal
undulatio
ns. Poss 
polished 
to low 
sheen on I
and med 
sheen on 
E, but 
may be 
partly or 
mostly 
due to bag
wear
Brown None 2 11.9
.4
Y 19 Flanged rim, 
outermost part of 
fange missing; top 
stepped, with outer 
part higher than inner.
Each part decorated 
with row of oval 
diagonal stab 
impressions. 
Undulations on I 
surface may be non-
decorative. Sherd 
broken along ring 
joint.
281 81.36
0 DI
910 E/MN Heb Inc 1 4 24.0 19.7 7.9 Rim fange
Y 3 Smoothed
. Sheen 
due to 
bag-wear
E (top) 
& C 
pinkish 
brown; 
I 
(bottom
) grey-
brown
None 2 9.5.
2
Y 20 Rim fange, broken 
along ring joint. Outer
edge rounded; top 
fattish, underside 
sloping. Fairly broad 
fange (over 19.7 
wide). Top decorated 
with 1 row of 
herringbone jab 
impressions. Original 
bag says ‘cairn base 
30.5.81. X=7.04; 
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Y=8.45 .96BD’ 
282 81.06
7 BII/III
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 13 43.3 37.8 8 (max 8.9)
Rim-
neck- 
car-
upper 
belly
Y 2 Smoothed
; 
horizontal
wipe 
marks on 
I. Sheen 
on I and 
E due to 
bag-wear
E mid 
brown; 
C mid 
grey; I 
blackish
grey
None 3 7.2.
6
Y 21 From globular jar. 
Rim gently pointed; 
rim and neck 
inturned, sloping 
down to gentle 
carination; belly will 
have been deep. Fairly
large pot: est diam at 
carination at least 240.
Neck decorated with 
fairly closely-spaced 
diagonal incised lines. 
Much of E abraded 
of. Glittery inclusions
are of quartz/ite, of 
gold-coloured mica 
and of a black mineral.
Speckled white 
(quartz/ite) & black 
stone type present. 
Note: see also ‘ASH 
76 crb’ for another 
sherd and frag with 
the same Small Find 
No Found 6.5.81.
283 81.48
7 BIVWX
889 E/MN Heb Inc 1 7 33.9 23.1 11.1* Rim Y 4 Smoothed E med brown; 
C med 
brown 
& med 
grey
None 3 7.15
.11
Y 22 Upright collared rim 
from fairly small, 
probably deep-bellied 
pot; ERD c 150 mm. 
Rim top rounded; 
collar concave, 
terminating in 
rounded projection. I 
spalled of. Incised, 
roughly vertical lines 
on collar; shallow, 
short diagonal incised 
lines on bottom of 
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collar, where it 
projects. Sherd had 
broken and the 2 
pieces glued back 
together in 1980s 
284 80.16
1 FI
651 E/MN Heb Inc 1 4 31.0 18.5 6.7 Rim Y 4 Smoothed. Bag 
polish on 
I
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I dark 
brown 
None 2 11.7
.1
Y 23 Upright, internally- 
bevelled rim from 
medium-sized pot; 
ERD 180–190 mm. 
Bevel is steep; tip of 
rim missing. Closely-
spaced diagonal 
incised lines on bevel 
and on E, latter deep. 
Found 23.5.80 
285 80.16
8 BIIISX 160.1 E/MN 
Heb Inc 1 6 29.7 19.1 9.5 Rim Y 4 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown, 
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.11
.5
Y 24 Upright, fanged rim 
(with fange angled 
upwards to E; tip 
missing) from pot 
similar in shape and 
size to ASH 23 (but 
defnitely not from 
that pot). Much of E 
spalled of. ERD c 
150 mm. Closely-
spaced diagonal 
incised lines on rim 
fangel and on E, 
latter steeply sloping. 
Original bag says ‘B5 
f.160 around foot of
S31. Trowelling from 
N–S S Ext. 26.5.80'. 
BV 1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV One lump of
charcoal + 1 natural 
pebble also present; 
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now bagged 
separately.
286 80.16
8 BIIISX 160.1 E/MN 
Non-
corky
1 <1 16.9 13.8 4.4* Body N 3 Smoothed Mid to 
dark 
brown 
through
out
V thin 
black 
encr on 
I
3 7.11
.5
N NC Heavily abraded spall 
from fne pot; not 
same pot as Cat. 285. 
Finds Book said B5. 
BV 1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV
287 81.43
1 BVSX
812.1 E/MN Heb Inc 1 5 34.4 14.0 8.2 (max 
11.1)
Rim Y 3 Smoothed
; poss 
some bag-
polish on 
top of rim
E dark 
brown 
& 
black; 
C dark 
grey; I 
blackish
-brown
V thin 
bl encr 
on E
2 7.12
.1
Y 25a Minimally everted, 
rounded, beaded rim; 
ERD 180–200. Poss 
broken along diagonal
ring joint. Shallow 
incisions in untidy 
herringbone pattern 
on top of rim. Note: 
sherd from Beaker 
ASH 38 had also been
in this bag; now 
moved to join other 
ASH 38 entries.
288_2
93
81.14
5 BVSX
812.1 E/MN Heb Inc 3 + 3F + crbs
6 (5, 
rest 
<1)
32.9 26.8 7.5 Poss 
neck
Y 3 Smoothed
; some 
bag-wear 
on E
E med 
brown; 
C light 
to med 
grey
None 2 7.12
.1
Y 25b All are spalls from one
pot, medium-sized: 
est diameter at ?neck c
170. On E: Incised 
lines, roughly 
horizontal, with 
diagonal lines below, 
slight overlap of lines. 
Found 9.5.81
294 81.16
5 BI
810.1 E/MN Heb Inc 1 10 35.2 26.5 10.6 Body Y 3 Smoothed E med brown 
(light 
orange-
brown 
just 
Bl encr 
on I
3 7.12
.2
Y 25c Prob from belly of 
medium-sized pot; est
diam at this point c 
160. Incised 
herringbone lines on 
E. Found 13.5.81. 
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below 
surface)
; C & I 
blackish
295_2
96
81.67
5 BI
835 E/MN. Heb Inc 2 3 (3,1)
22.7 20.6 4.7* Body Y 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E but 
unclear 
whether 
due to 
bag-wear
E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey
None 3 7.6.
8
N 25d Both sherds from 
same pot; and may be 
same pot as ASH 25c.
I spalled of & 
abraded. Incised 
herringbone lines on 
E. Found 13.5.81
297 80.16
9 BI
167 E/MN Heb Inc 1 6 21.4 18.9 10.5 Rim Y 4 Smoothed E blackish
-brown;
C dark 
red-
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
grey
None 3 7.6.
8
Y 26 From large pot, ERD 
at least 200 mm and 
possibly much larger; 
possibly carinated 
bowl. Rim rounded 
and markedly everted; 
thick; broken along 
ring joint. Shallow 
diagonal incised lines 
on underside of rim 
on E; possibly also 
some incised 
decoration on I of rim.
Found 27.5.80
298_2
99
80.18
4 DI
320 E/MN Heb Inc 2 cj 15 (15, 
<1)
44.8 33.7 10.6 Body; 
possibly
from 
ridged 
jar
Y 4 Smoothed
; I uneven 
(pocked)
E med 
brown 
with 
reddish 
areas; C
med 
grey; I 
light 
brown
None 3 9.3.
12
Y 27a From lg pot; diam at 
this point poss c 260. 
Slight concavity of E 
suggests that sherd 
may be from between 
2 low ridges on a 
deep-bellied, ridged 
jar. E decoration: 
broad, deep incised 
lines, diagonal, with 
opposed diagonal lines
on one part (but not 
herringbone design). 
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Lily Linge comment 
May 1980: ‘320 
(though in area still 
with base of Ardmarks
[sic] flled with 315 
material’
300 81.02
5 E
1108 E/MN Heb Inc 1 9 33.4 26.1 11.1 Poss 
rim & 
neck 
Y 4 E (where 
survives) 
smooth
E dark 
brown, 
c& I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 10.3
.1
N 27b Most of E spalled of; 
I heavily abraded; 
abrasion makes it hard
to be sure whether 
this is from rim and 
neck area, but may 
well be. From same 
pot as Cat. 302 (ASH 
28, 81.30). Broad 
diagonal shallow 
incised line on E. 
Note: ASH refers to 
27b comprising 3 
sherds, but only 2 are 
present (ie Cat. Nos 
300 & 301)
301 81.03
1 E
1108 E/MN. Heb Inc 1 6 32.1 23.5 7.7* Body Y 4 I smoothed
C&I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 10.3
.1
N 27b Prob same pot as 
other ASH 27b sherd 
and as Cat. 302 (ASH
28, 81.30)
302 81.03
0 E
1108 E/MN Heb Inc 1 14 35.1 37.5 11.4 Rim & neck 
Y 4 Smoothed
; I 
undulatin
g
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown 
2 10.3
.1
Y 28 Sherd = 2 reftted 
sherds, from rim and 
neck of large jar 
(ERD c 220 mm) 
with short concave 
neck and fattish, 
slightly everted rim 
(whose top has been 
abraded away; will 
have had deep belly. 
Broad diagonal 
incised lines on neck. 
Undulation on I is 
from horizontal fnger
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smoothing. Same pot 
as Cat. 300 and 301. 
Bag says ‘E NW’
303_3
04
81.03
0 E
1108 E/MN Corky 2 2 (2, <1)
16.7 18.4 8.5 Body N 1 Smoothed C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I black
Cat. 
303: 
thin bl 
encr on 
I & 
poss E
3 10.3
.1
N NC Abraded spalls from 
fne corky pot.
305 81.08
1 E
1112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 + crbs 5 23.3 21.5 8 Body Y 3 Smoothed E mid-brown; 
C mid-
brown 
& 
blackish
; I 
blackish
to dark 
grey
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
2 10.3
.1
N 28 Not same pot as the 
other ASH 28 sherd; 
from thinner, fner 
pot. Prob from the 
belly. Shallow incised 
herringbone design. 
306 80.22
0 G1
1306 E/MN. Heb Inc 1 2 28.0 25.8 6.1* Neck orinter-
ridge 
hollow
Y 4 Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
C buf, 
stained 
brown 
by peat
Sm 
patch bl
org encr
on E
2 13.2
.1
Y 29 Prob from ridged jar, 
medium to large: est 
diam at this point c 
180. Diagonal incised 
lines in hollow; on 
ridge, raised area 
created by gouging 
then scraping up with 
fnger/thumbnail. In 
ASH report 
mistakenly says 80.22
307 81.40
2 BVSX
812.1 E/MN Heb Inc(but 
impresse
d)
1 9 31.4 30.3 10.7 Prob 
belly 
just 
under 
carinati
on
Y 4 (but 
not v 
abundan
t incls)
Sm; I sl 
uneven 
but partly 
spalled
E med 
brown, 
buf just
below 
surface; 
C& I 
blackish
-brown
None 3 7.12
.1
Y 30 Much of E spalled of.
Est diam of pot at this
point c 130. On E: 
deep stab impressions,
sub-rectangular, in a 
row
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308 81.37
4 BVWX
859 E/MN Heb Inc 1 18 41.0 35.6 12.6 (max 
14.1)
?neck Y 4 (but 
not v 
abundan
t incls)
Smoothed E buf 
& light 
grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
light 
reddish
-brown
None 3 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5; 
7.11
.5
Y 31 Slight concavity of E 
suggests from neck of 
large jar; est diam at 
this point c 240. 
Diagonal incised lines 
on E. Sherd had split 
along lamination 
plane (which may 
correspond to a ring 
joint plane) and the 
halves reftted. Found 
21.5.81
309 81.37
0 BII
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 1 21.7 16.7 7 Body Y 3 Smoothed; poss pol 
to mid 
sheen E + 
I but poss 
bag-
polish. 
Blackis
h 
through
out 
Microsc
opic 
traces 
thin bl 
encr on 
E
2 7.2.
6
Y 32 Tin fne pot with 
deep horiz incised 
grooves and diagonal 
lines below; same pot 
as ASH 32 (81.398, 
Cat. 311). Fine Heb 
Inc bowl. Found 
20.5.81
310 81.37
0 BII
112 E/MN Corky 1+ crbs <1 17.8 14.8 6.7 ?Rim N ?1 Smoothedbut 
inclusion 
socket on 
E
E 
orange-
red, C 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.2.
6
N NC From diferent pot 
from Cat. 309 and 
311. Burnt; soft and 
friable. From thin, 
fne pot; may be 
upright, rounded rim 
but too abraded to be 
sure. Too small for 
diameter to be 
estimated. 
311 81.39
8 BII
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 12.6 21.2 7.4  Body Y 3 Poss pol to mid 
sheen E + 
I but poss 
bag-polish
Blackis
h 
through
out
None 2 7.2.
6
Y 32 From same pot as Cat.
309, ASH 32. 5 deep 
horizontal incised 
grooves. Found 
20.5.81. Bag says 
f.112/123. PJA adds: 
In fnds list as 112 
pre-peat soil or 113 
probably Ministry grit
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or base of introduced 
turf.
312 81.19
6 BI
814 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 15.8 19.5 5.5 Body Y 3 Smoothed; poss 
polished 
to low 
sheen
E 
blackish
; C & I 
dark 
grey
None 2 7.8.
8
N 33 Tin fne pot with 
incised lines, not quite
parallel. Fine Heb Inc.
313_3
14
81.49
0 BI
164 E/MN Heb Inc 2 3 
(2,1)
23.3 15.4 6.2 Body Y 3 Smoothed E mid brown; 
C & I 
blackish
None 2 7.17
.7
N 34 Both sherds from 
same vessel; prob 
diferent pot from 
Cat. nos 309 & 311. 
Fairly small, thin fne 
pot – est diam at this 
point (belly) c 140). 
Widely-spaced 
horizontal incised 
grooves (c 8.5 mm 
apart). Fine Heb Inc. 
ASH referred to 34 as
comprising 2 sherds 
(ie Cat. Nos 313 and 
315) but it’s clear that 
Cat. 314 belongs to 
same pot as 313. 
Found 8.6.81; bag 
says ‘layer 164 foot of 
stone 44. PJA 
comment: Tis is 
probably an error for 
‘Stone 43’; same error 
occurred in a sketch in
the site notebook.
315 81.49
2 BIWX
870 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 18.3 20.5 6.5 Body Y 3 Smoothed E med brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.17
.7
N 34 Not same pot as Cat. 
313–4. Comprises 2 
reftted sherds. Tin 
fne pot with very 
shallow parallel 
incised lines, fairly 
widely spaced, prob 
horizontal, one cut by 
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a scratch. Found 
8.6.81. Bag says ‘green
packing clay’. Fine 
Heb Inc.
316 81.50
1 BIVWX
824 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 20.3 22.3 4.7 Body Y 3 Smoothed E mid brown; 
C & I 
mid 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.11
.3
N 35 From thin fne pot 
with parallel incised 
diagonal lines. Fine 
Heb Inc. Found 
30.5.81. Bag says 
‘north passage wall, 
high in turf, kept by 
MP’
317 81.48
9 BI
164 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 20.4 16.1 7.7 Body Y 4 Smoothed E light brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
3 7.17
.7
N 36 Shallow incised 
diagonal lines on E. 
Found 8.6.81. Bag 
says ‘foot of stone 44’. 
PJA comment: Tis is 
probably an error for 
‘Stone 43’; same error 
occurred in a sketch in
the site notebook. 
Note: ASH’s category 
36 described as ‘A 
number of small 
sherds with incised 
lines, presumably 
mainly parts of the 
pots listed 19–35’
318 80.16
9 BI 
167 E/MN Heb Inc 1 6 28.4 21.8 9.6 Body Y 3 Smoothed. Linear 
hollow on 
I, from 
burnt-out 
grass or 
similar 
organic 
material
E & 
part of 
C med 
brown, 
reddish;
rest of 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
2 7.6.
8
N 36 Fairly thick belly 
sherd, poss broken 
along ring joint, with 
diagonal incised lines 
on E. Other sherds 
from 80.169 are in 
ASH 26 (Heb Inc 
rim, Cat. 297) and 
ASH 75 (Food Vessel,
Cat. 566). Found 
27.5.80
319 80.16 BI 167 E/MN Non- 1 <1 14.7 9.2 5.2 Body N 3 Smoothed E med Tin bl 3 7.6. N 36 Small sherd from very 
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9 or 
Chalco/
EBA
corky 
OR poss
fne 
Beaker
brown; 
C & I 
black-
brown
encr on 
I
8 thin, v fne pot – 
possibly Beaker, or 
else v thin E/MN 
non-corky pot. Too 
small to tell which. 
320 81.45
5 BII
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 6 25.7 27.7 9.4 Body Y 3 Smoothedbut E sl 
lumpy in 
parts
E 
blackish
; C mid
grey; I 
dark 
grey 
V sm 
patches 
of bl 
org encr
on E 
2 7.2.
6
N 36 From belly of lg pot 
with deep incised 
herringbone on E; 
diam at this point c 
200 mm. 
321_3
25
81.45
5 BII
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1 + 4F, crbs
3 (3, 
<1 x 
4)
21.7 18.3 6.6 Body Y 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C: med 
grey; I: 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.2.
6
N 36 From belly of thin pot
of laminar fabric. 
Deco: horiz or diag 
incised lines on E. 
326 81.51
8 BIII
9999 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 17.7 25.9 8 Body Y 4 Smoothed; I rough 
from 
abrasion
E & I 
light 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.5.
13
N 36 Shallow incised 
herringbone on E. 
Found 29.5.81
327 80.02
8 BII/III
112 E/MN Heb Inc 1+1F 1 14.9 13.0 8.4* Body Y 3 Smoothed E med brown; 
C 
blackish
None 3 7.2.
6
N 36 Horiz or diag incised 
lines on E. Diag. ring 
joint plane visible in 
section; part of sherd 
had spalled away 
along this plane. PJA 
comment: Area 
originally called 
‘B2NE’. Bag says ‘soil,
fnal stones on circular
bank’
328 80.11
9 BIV
134 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 23.4 17.5 8.6 Body Y 3 Smoothed E blackish
; C & I 
dark 
brown
None 3 7.4.
2
N 36 Single faint shallow 
incised ?horiz line on 
E. Had broken along 
ring joint. ASH 
included note: ‘found 
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with fat base’ [which 
is ASH 59a]. ASH 
59A (= parts of 3 pots)
doesn’t belong to same
pot as this sherd.
329 81.41
8 BV
813 E/MN Heb Inc 1 7 32.5 24.7 8.2 Body Y 4 Smoothedinterior; E
rough
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
5
N 36 From fairly large pot; 
diam at this point c 
230. Diagonal 
horizontal incised 
lines on E. Found 
26.5.81. Bag says 
‘f.814 (layer 160) fnd 
No 7’ PJA comment: 
Plans 18/81, 19/81 
and 20/81 and the 
original fnds book 
confict and it is 
conceivable that the 
sherd came from 
similar black feature 
814 or even black 
layer 160.
330 81.25
1 D
9999 E/MN Heb Inc 1 5 28.2 21.0 7.2 Poss neck, or
else 
belly
Y 4 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.2.
1
N 36 Prob from just above 
carination; diameter at
this point c 130. 
Incised diagonal lines,
fairly widely spaced (c 
8.5 mm)
331 80.15
3 DI
315 E/MN Heb Inc 1 5 26.1 14.9 10.9 Body Y 3 Smoothed E med brown; 
C & I 
med 
brown 
& dark 
grey
None 2 9.3.
6
N 36 From large, fairly 
thick-walled pot; 
diagonal incised lines 
on E. (Had broken 
along one such line.) 
332 80.15
3 DI
315 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 23.4 14.2 7.9 Body Y 3 Smoothed; bag pol 
on E
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
None 2 9.3.
6
N 36 Belly sherd from 
thinner pot than Cat. 
no 331; diagonal 
incised lines on E
The pottery assemblage | 670
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
brown 
333 80.09
9 DI
315 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 21.8 14.2 9.5 Body Y 4 Smoothed E & I dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 36 Broad diagonal 
incised line on E
334_3
38
80.12
4 DI
318.3 E/MN? Heb Inc?
3 + 2F, 
crbs
All 
<1
17.7 12.8 5** Body Y 3 Indistinct E mid-
brown, 
C light 
brown 
& light 
grey
None 2 9.2.
12
N 36 All friable spalls. 
Diagonal incised line 
on E. Bag says ‘from 
between stones I4 and
I6’. PJA adds ‘Layer 
III’. Note: other 
pottery from this 
context as domestic 
Beaker, and one 
cannot rule out the 
possibility that these 
spalls could 
conceivably be Beaker,
even though the 
Beaker pottery tends 
not to be friable.
339 81.23
9 DI
369 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 16.8 12.0 11.1 Body Y 4 Smoothed E & I dark 
brown; 
C 
mottled
dark 
brown, 
red-
brown 
& grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
16
N 36 Narrow incised 
herringbone lines on 
E. Found 13.5.80 
Other sherds from 
81.239 are ASH 9 and
ASH 13 and are 
bagged separately as 
ASH 9 & ASH 13.
340 81.26
4 DI
374 E/MN Heb Incor non-
corky
1 2 25.0 16.4 5.6* Body Y 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C buf
None 3 9.3.
16
N 36 Abraded spall from 
fne pot. On E, 
shallow scratch-like 
lines; uncertain 
whether they are 
deliberate decoration, 
but if they are, they 
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may belong to a very 
loose herringbone 
design. Alternatively, 
could be E/MN non-
corky
341 80.04
7 DIII
309 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 17.7 19.7 10.1 Body Y 3 Smoothed E light brown; 
C&I 
blackish
None 3 9.9.
2
N 36 Prob broken along 
ring joint. 1 short 
incised line or else 
stab impression.
342 81.38
2 BV
813 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 4 28.0 30.2 6.5 Neck Y 3 Smoothed; pol to 
med sheen
on E
Dark 
brown, 
sl 
reddish 
through
out
Small 
black 
stain on
I
2 7.8.
5, 
7.12
.4
Y 37 Gently splaying neck 
from thin, fne AOC 
Beaker with fairly 
closely-spaced 
horizontal lines of 
twisted cord 
impression on E. (4–
4.5 mm apart) Poss 
scrape marks on I. 
Tiny mica platelets 
make surfaces slightly 
glittery.Trowel 
damage to edge. NB: 
conjoins with Cat. 
350 (81.416) from 
ASH 38., but joint 
surface too abraded to 
allow secure reftting. 
Says ‘f.173’ on bag. 
PJA comment: that 
feature No is wrong; 
fnds book has 81.382 
as in 813 (black hole). 
173 may be a 
Temporary Finds 
Number since Find 
81.173 came from BV
813 and related plans 
have similar Finds 
numbers on them. 
Found 13.5.81
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343 81.39
6 BV
813 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 5 35.7 29.0 5.9 Neck 
(upper 
neck) 
Y 3 As 342. E dark 
reddish
-brown;
C light 
brown; 
I light 
grey-
brown 
None 2 7.8.
5;
7.12
.4
Y 37 From upper neck of 
same pot as at 342 
(81.382) and probably 
conjoins with Cat. 
346 (81.179) but joint 
surface too abraded to 
be certain (or to allow 
reftting). Est diam at 
this point c 160. 
Horizontal lines of 
twisted cord 
impression, but blank 
area at top, where 
neck starts to splay 
more markedly. 
Found 13.5.81 ‘(No 
2)’
344_3
45
81.39
6 BV
813 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA 
Prob 
Beaker 2 4 (3,1)
20.5 22.4 5.2* Body 3 Smoothed E & I dark 
grey-
brown; 
C light 
grey & 
buf
None 3 7.8.
5
N NC Abraded spalls from 
fne pot, probably not 
from same pot as Cat. 
342, 343 and 346; 
have more inclusions 
than that pot. Also 
have more inclusions 
than ASH 38 and 39, 
so probably not from 
those Beakers either. 
For other sherds with 
Small Find No 
81.396, see under 
ASH 39 and 72
346 81.17
9 BV
810 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 9 34.4 48.1 5.5 
(max 6)
Rim-
&-neck
Y 3 As 342 & 
343
Dark 
brown
Discont
inuous 
thin 
blackish
stain on
E
2 7.12
.1; 
7.12
.4
Y 37 From same pot as Cat.
342 and 343; probably
conjoins with Cat. 
343 (81.396) but joint 
surface too abraded to 
be certain (or to allow 
reftting) . Rim gently 
squared of; upper 
neck splays. ERD c 
180 mm. Uppermost 
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22.7 mm of E 
undecorated, then 
closely-set lines of 
horizontal twisted 
cord impressions; on 
I, immediately below 
rim, 3 lines closely-set
twisted cord 
impressions. On E, 
impressions very 
slightly smudged. 
Max width of 
impressions: c 0.6; 
cord would have been 
S-twisted (making Z-
twist impressions). 
Bag says ‘BV’. 
347 81.17
6 BV
810 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 4 29.8 22.6 6.8 Rim-
&-neck
[Y] 3 Smoothed
; E pol to 
low sheen
E & I 
dark 
reddish
-brown;
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.1; 
7.12
.4
Y 38 Rim-&-neck sherd 
from thin fne Beaker;
ERD 130 mm. Rim 
heavily abraded (so 
shape not clear from 
this sherd), and much 
of I spalled of and 
heavily abraded. NB 
Conjoins (loosely) 
with Cat. 348 
(81.619) but joint too 
abraded to allow 
reftting. Abundance 
of tiny mica platelets 
makes E glitter. No 
decoration (although 
clear from other 
sherds from this pot 
that there had been 3 
rows of narrow 
twisted cord 
impressions on I just 
below rim). Broken 
along ring joint. 
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Found 13.5.81
348 81.61
9 BVSX
837 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 4 31.2 23.8 5.7 
(max 
6.5)
Rim-
&-neck
Y 3 Smoothed
; E pol to 
low sheen.
Some 
bag-polish
on I
As Cat.
347
None 2 7.12
.4; 
7.19
.3
Y 38 Rim-&-neck sherd 
from same Beaker as 
Cat. 347 (ASH 38); 
ERD 130 mm. Had 
previously been 
reftted with one of 
the two rimsherds 
from 81.104 (with 
which it conjoins) but 
glue had failed; has 
now been re-reftted. 
Also NB Conjoins 
(loosely) with Cat. 
347 (81.176) but joint 
too abraded to allow 
reftting. Rim gently 
squared of; upper 
neck splays slightly. 
Broken along ring 
joint. 3 rows of fne 
twisted cord directly 
below rim on I; max 
width of cord 
impressions 0.6. 
Decoration abraded 
and poss slightly 
smudged. Finds bag 
says ‘4’. Found 13.5.81
349 81.43
1 BVSX
812.1 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker, 
AOC 1 1 15.3 11.2 5.7 Upper neck
Y 3 I 
smoothed 
but 
abraded
E & I 
red-
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12.1; 
7.12
.4
N 38 Tis sherd had been 
bagged in with ASH 
25a, and shares the SF
number, but is clearly 
from Beaker ASH 38:
three lines of fne 
twisted cord 
impressions, from just 
below rim on I. Most 
of I abraded of; is a 
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heavily abraded spall.
350 81.41
6 BVWX 160.3
Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
1 1 10.5 19.0 4.4 Neck Y 3 Smoothed E & I med 
brown; 
C buf 
& mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.4, 
7.14
.1
Y 38 NB DOES NOT 
BELONG WITH 
BEAKER ASH 38; 
CONJOINS WITH 
Cat. 342 (81.382) 
from ASH 37, and is 
stored with ASH 37. 
Heavily abraded neck 
sherd. Horizontal 
lines of twisted cord 
impressions on E. 
Another sherd from 
81.416 is in ASH 79
351_3
52
81.10
4 HII
736 Chalco/
EBA Beaker, AOC
2 3 
(2,1)
15.4 19.1 6.2 Rim Y 3 Smoothed E light & med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey & 
med 
brown; 
I grey-
brown
None 3 12.5
.4
Y 38 2 heavily abraded rim 
sherds from same pot 
as Cat. 347–349; 
ERD 130. One had 
previously been 
reftted with Cat. 348 
(81.619), with which 
it conjoins, but glue 
had failed; now re-
reftted. Much of E 
abraded of. Broken 
along ring joint. 3 
rows of fne twisted 
cord directly below 
rim on interior. 
Another sherd from 
81.104 is in ASH 18 
(Cat. 279); not from 
same pot as these 
sherds. Note also: 
there is another sherd 
from ASH 38 is Cat. 
846
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353 81.17
0 BII
112 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 <1 12.7 13.0 4.7 Car Y 1a Pol to med-high 
sheen on 
E and to 
low-med 
sheen on I
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I dark 
brown
E: 
Some 
of the 
impress
ion 
hollows
are 
caked 
with 
blackish
-brown,
cracked 
material
: org 
residue 
or ??
peat
2 7.12
.4
N 39 Small carination sherd
from thin fne low-
carinated Beaker: see 
Appendix, entry 1 for 
overall description. 
Carination gentle, 
rounded; short 
horizontal lines of 
cockle shell 
impression on & 
immediately below 
carination; below this,
traces of shallow 
incised lattice design 
on belly. 
354 80.03
9 BI
107 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 1 16.5 15.5 5.9 Neck N 1a Pol to med sheen
on E & I
As 353 None 3 7.2.
2;
7.12
.4
N 39 Upper neck of the 
thin fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1 
PJA adds, ‘In area of 
120, enclosure’ 
355 80.11
5 BI
117 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 3 18.1 23.9 5.3 Neck; Y 1a E pol to med to 
high 
sheen, I to
med sheen
E + I 
dark 
brown 
with 
thin 
traces 
of 
orange 
(?peat) 
on I; C 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.4.
7;
7.12
.4 
Y 39 Neck of thin fne 
Beaker as described in
Appendix, entry 1 and
has 2 rows of 
discontinuous lines of 
shell impression (with 
modern scratch marks 
in them from where 
sediment had been 
cleaned out).
356 80.11
5 BI
117 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
prob 
Early 
Internat
1 2 21.1 11.3 6.6 Base-
belly 
junctio
n (or ?
N 3 E & I pol 
to med 
sheen
E mid-
brown; 
C & I 
mid 
grey-
None 3 7.4.
7
39 
but 
see 
co
mm
Probably from the 
base-belly junction of 
a small fat-based pot. 
Fabric has several tiny 
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s 
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H
Description & 
comments 
ional car) brown ent lithic inclusions. Not 
from the same pot as 
Cat. 353–355 etc (ie 
ASH 39) but might 
well belong to ASH 
38
357 80.14
4 BI
120 Prob 
Chalco 
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional 
1 2 21.2 22.2 6.3 Rim-
&-
upper-
neck 
N 1a Smoothed; E pol to 
low sheen,
I to med 
sheen 
E sl 
reddish 
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I dark 
brown
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N 39 
but 
see 
co
mm
ent
Rim-&-upper neck 
from thin fne Beaker;
not from ASH 39 but 
could well be 
fromASH 38, or 
(slightly less likely) 
poss ASH 37. Has 
same thickness and 
fabric as ASH 37 and 
38, and colour is 
closer to ASH 38 than
to ASH 37. Bag says 
‘at S end of f.120 in 
mixed material next 
f.133 rubbly green’. 
Sherds from 4 other 
pots share this small 
fnd no and are listed 
below (as ‘NC’)
358 80.14
4 BI
120 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 <1 12.4 11.7 4.7* Body N 3 I smoothed;
E spalled 
of
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
brown
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N NC Small abraded sherd 
from thin fne pot; E 
spalled of. May well 
be Beaker; can’t rule 
out possibility that it’s 
from ASH 39
359 80.14
4 BI
120 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA 
Prob 
Beaker 
1 1 13.0 15.0 8.8 Poss 
neck
N 3 E & I 
uneven 
from 
abrasion
E buf; 
C 
blackish
; I grey-
buf
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N NC Heavily abraded 
sherd, possibly from 
neck. Could be from 
‘domestic’ Beaker. 
Voids in E are from 
decay of white ?
sandstone
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Ref Ill. AS
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360 80.14
4 BI
120 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 4 23.6 15.4 11.4 Poss 
neck
N 4 but 
incls not
abundan
t
Smoothed E light 
grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey-
brown; 
I buf
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N NC Fabric similar to that 
seen on Heb Inc 
sherds (although no 
decoration on this 
sherd) 
361 80.14
4 BI
120 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 + crumb <1 15.4 8.8 6.3 Body N 2 Smoothed Dark grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
2, 
7.6.
3
N NC Tiny sherd from thin 
fne pot, prob Beaker. 
Doesn’t seem to 
belong to ASH 37, 38
or 39.
362_3
63
81.30
5 BIWX
9999 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 & 1F 3 (3 +
<1)
24.6 22.4 5.8 Neck &
?neck 
N 1a E pol to med 
sheen; I 
smoothed
E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown 
& 
blackish
Patches
of thin 
bl encr 
on I at 
neck
2 7.12
.4
Y 39 Splaying neck from 
the thin fne Beaker as
described in 
Appendix, entry 1, 
terminating at rim; 
most of E spalled of
364 80.18
5 BNW
9999 Prob 
Chalco 
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional 
1 <1 17.3 6.7 5.7 Rim N 1a Smoothed; E pol to 
low sheen;
E 
blackish
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
brown 
None 2 7.12
.4
Y 39 Rim from the thin 
fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
ERD c 170. Gently 
squared of; slight 
narrow faceting (from 
use of tool to shape 
the rim). Much of I 
spalled of, prob along
ring joint
365 80.18
5 BNW
9999 Poss 
Chalco/
EBA 
Poss 
dom 
Beaker 
1 2 20.5 12.3 7.4* Body N 3 I smoothed 
but sl 
uneven
C dark 
grey; I 
buf
None 3 7.4.
5
N NC From diferent, 
thicker pot from the 
rimsherd Cat. 364; 
similar to Cat. 359 but
not from same pot. ?
Domestic Beaker; too 
small and abraded to 
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366 80.06
1 BV
117 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 4 29.5 27.4 5.6 Neck Y 1a Pol to med sheen
on E & 
low sheen 
on I
E 
blackish
-brown;
C 
blackish
; I dark 
brown
None 2 7.2.
6, ; 
7.12
.4; 
7.4.
2 
N 39 From upper neck of 
the thin fne Beaker as
described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
Most of I spalled of. 
Broken along ring 
joints at top & 
bottom. Short 
stretches of shell 
impression forming a 
roughly horiz, 
discontinuous line. 
ASH had divided the 
contents of the 80.61 
bag, putting one sherd
in with 39 (because it 
clearly belongs to that 
pot) and leaving the 
rest in her ‘crumbs’ 
category
367 81.44
8 BV
812 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 3 30.3 16.9 4.7 
(max 
5.3)
Neck Y 1a Pol to med to 
high 
sheen on 
E; low 
sheen on I
E 
blackish
-brown 
with 
traces 
of 
orange 
(?peat 
and/or 
iron-
rish 
post-
dep 
encr; C 
blackish
-grey; I 
med 
brown, 
with 
Tin bl 
encr on 
E; thin 
traces 
of peat 
on I
2 7.12
.47.
12.2
N 39 Neck from the thin 
fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1, at 
the neck’s point of 
greatest infection. 
Traces of horizontal 
stretches of shell 
impression on E. 
ASH had divided the 
contents of the 81.448
bag, putting one sherd
in with 39 (because it 
clearly belongs to that 
pot) and leaving the 
other sherd and frag 
in her ‘Unclassifed 
(fne Beaker?) 
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H
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thin 
traces 
of 
orange 
?peat 
category
368 81.17
4 BV
813 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 4 30.9 30.2 5.0 
(max 
5.5)
Neck, 
car, 
belly 
Y 1a Pol to med-high 
sheen on 
E; I 
smoothed
E 
black-
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I mid 
brown, 
v sl 
reddish
None 2 7.8.
5, 
7.12
.4
N 39 Lower neck-car-upper
belly sherd from the 
thin fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
Short stretches of 
roughly horiz shell 
impressions 
immediately above & 
below and on 
carination, and trace 
of incised lattice 
design on belly.
369 81.39
6 BV
813 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 2 26.8 16.0 4.9 
(max 
5.3)
Neck Y 1a Pol to high 
sheen on 
E; low 
sheen on I
E 
blackish
-brown;
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
V thin 
bl stain 
on E
2 7.8.
5, 
7.12
.4
N 39 Neck from the thin 
fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
Slight, shallow 
spalling of E. Short 
stretches of horizontal
shell impression. 
370 81.13
7 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 11 43.8 49.4 4.8 
(max 
5.5)
Neck, 
car, 
belly 
Y 1a E pol to med-high 
sheen, I to
low-med 
sheen
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I med 
brown, 
v 
slightly 
reddish 
None 2 7.8.
3,  
7.12
.4
Y 39 Relatively large sherd 
from neck, car & belly
of the thin fne Beaker
as described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
NOTE: conjoins 
with, and now reftted
to, Cat. 371 (81.392); 
had already comprised
2 reftted sherds. Had 
broken along ring 
joints. Long, gently 
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Wea
r
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H
Description & 
comments 
curving neck; gentle 
rounded car; gently 
convex belly. 2 rows of
short stretches of shell
impressions around 
mid neck as 
discontinuous, 
roughly horiz lines; 
further rows in area of
carination; incised 
lattice design on belly.
Est car diam c 130.
371 81.39
2 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco
Beaker, 
Early 
Internat
ional
1 2 19.0 20.6 5.3 
(max 
5.5)
Neck Y 1a AS 370 As 370 None 2 7.8.3, 
7.12
.4
Y 39 Neck sherd from the 
thin fne Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 1. 
Conjoins with, and 
now reftted to, Cat. 
370 (81.137). Short 
stretches of shell 
impression. Had 
broken along ring 
joint
372 80.04
8 DIII
309 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker, 
poss 
AOC
1 4 24.2 19.7 8.8 Body Y 4 but 
mostly v 
small 
incls
Smoothed
but grits 
protrude 
through I
E & I 
med 
brown, 
sl 
greyish;
Cdark 
grey
None 3 9.9.
2
N 40 Belly sherd with 2 
parallel lines of fne, 
loosely-twisted cord 
impressions up to 0.7 
mm wide and set c 6 
mm apart on E; may 
have been an AOC 
Beaker. Pot thicker 
than ASH 37–39 and 
distinctly gritty. Had 
broken along ring 
joints top and bottom;
top also has trowel 
smear. See also Cat. 
No 917, which may be
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from this pot
373 81.15
6 HI
739 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 6 26.0 22.3 9.4 Body Y 4 Smoothed E light 
greyish-
brown, 
pale 
orange 
immed 
below 
surface; 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
brown
Sm 
patches 
of thin 
brown 
encr on 
I; 
unclear 
whether
this is 
post-
depositi
onal
2 12.4
.1
Y 41 Belly sherd, poss from
‘domestic’ Beaker, 
thicker-walled than 
ASH 37–39. Lots of 
minute mica fecks on 
E. On E, 2 horiz, 
prob fnger/thumbnail
impressions close to 
one edge of sherd and 
single similar but 
deeper impression 
close to other edge; 
sherd too small to 
reeal overall design. 
Some confusion over 
provenance/labelling: 
one original bag said 
‘Calanais 80 DI base 
of 315’ and another, 
‘Calanais 81 DI f.315’,
yet the other sherd 
from 81.156 (and 
bagged separately by 
ASH) is listed as HI, 
739. In ASH’s 1981 
fnds lists she has ‘156 
41 DI’. PJA confrms 
that the Finds Book 
has only ’12 May 
H739 pot’, and that 
HI is correct for 
81.156. 
374 80.11
6 BIV
134 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 12 40.4 45.6 8.5 Upper 
belly
Y 1a Smoothed E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish 
C & I 
med 
None 2 7.4.
2;  
7.8.
6
N 42 2 conjoining (and now
reftted) sherds from 
upper part of belly of 
large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2; 
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Description & 
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brown note that one sherd 
from 80.131 (Cat. 
375)conjoins and had 
already been reftted – 
so weight and 
dimensions are is that 
of all 3 sherds. (Note: 
sherd Cat. 376 from 
80.131, and possibly 
also the spall Cat. 377
from 80.131, probably
also conjoin but joints 
jot strong enough to 
be reftted. 
Decoration: comb 
impressions, each 5.5–
6 mm long, in 
herringbone 
arrangement on E. 
Possible diagonal 
strap joint along L H 
edge. Found 20.5.80 
375_3
77
80.13
1 BIV
139 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 3 2 
(1,1)
16.3 15.6 5.6* Upper 
belly
Y 1a Smoothed As Cat.
347
None 2 & 
3
7.6.
1;  
7.8.
6
N 42 3 sherds (but one 
(Cat. 375) reftted to 
Cat. 374 and its 
weight included in 
that for Cat. 374) 
from neck of large 
Beaker as described in
Appendix, entry 2. 
Te 2 loose sherds 
here (of which Cat. 
377 is a spall) 
probably also reft to 
Cat. 374–5 but joints 
not strong enough to 
be reftted. 
Herringbone comb 
decoration on E. 
Found 15.5.80
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378_3
79
80.12
8 BIV
139 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 reftted, 
1F, crbs
5 21.5 31.8 9.6 Neck 
below 
cordon
Y 1a Pol to 
med sheen
on E, low 
sheen on I
E & I 
med 
brown, 
sl 
greyish;
C dark 
grey 
None 2 7.6.
1;  
7.8.
6
N 42 2 conjoining spalls 
(now reftted) plus 
crumbs that are bound
to conjoin as well; 
from lower part of 
neck of large Beaker 
as described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Deco: herringbone 
comb impressions. 
Broken along ring 
joint at bottom edge, 
and also spalled 
diagonally along ring 
joint
380 80.12
9 BIV
139 C
ha
lc
o/
E
B
A
Bea
ker
1 2 14.7 19.6 6
.
3
*
Bod
y
N 1
a
I 
pol
to 
lo
w 
sh
ee
n
C mid 
grey-
brown; I 
dark grey-
brown
None 3 7.6.
1;  
7.8.
6
N 42 Spall from large 
Beaker as described 
in Appendix, entry 2.
381 80.18
3 BIV 160.2 Chalco/EBA
Beaker 1 See 18.0 10.8 7.5 Rim Y 1a E pol to low sheen;
I 
smoothed
E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; 
Imed 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.8.
6
Y 42 Rimsherd large 
Beaker as described in
Appendix, entry 2. 
(Reftted to 81.141 – 
so see Cat. 388 for 
overall weight). Prob 
broken along ring 
joint; prob trowel 
smear. Rim gently 
squared of; top of rim
decorated with 
impressed comb 
herringbone design, 
made with short 
stretches (max 6 
mm).Bag says ‘f.160’, 
but corrected to 160.2 
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by PJA. Original bag 
says found ‘19.5.81’ 
but given fnds 
number is a full 1980 
one the date is wrong; 
1980 Finds Book says 
rimsherd 183 found 
29.5.60 [sic]. Note 
that reference to a rim
is correct. Note also 
1981 Finds book has 
183 BIV 814 Pot 
15/5/81 which reduces
the likelihood that 
Cat. 381 was found in
1981.
382 81.18
4 BIV
814 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker 1 3 28.1 14.6 7.7 Neck at
cordon 
Y 1a E pol to 
med 
sheen, I to
low sheen 
E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
mid 
grey-
brown 
None 2 7.8.
8;  
7.8.
6
N 42 Sherd from area of 
neck cordon on large 
Beaker as described in
Appendix, entry 2. 
Prob broken along 
ring joint at top edge. 
Sherd with same SF 
No but from dif pot 
listed below (as ‘NC’)
383 81.18
4 BIV
814 Prob 
Chalco/E
BA 
Prob 
Beaker 1 1 16.7 15.6 5.5 Body
N 3 Smoothed
; bag-
polish on 
I
E mid-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.8.
8
N NC Sherd from thin fne 
pot, undecorated; 
probably Beaker
384 81.16
1 BIV
867 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 5 31.7 21.4 8.3 Lower 
neck, 
below 
cordon
Y 1a E pol to 
med sheen
(discontin
uous); I 
smoothed
E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
light 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.14
.1;  
7.8.
6
Y 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Conjoins Cat. 385 
(81.200) and has now 
been reftted to it. 
Decoration: 
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herringbone comb 
impression 
immediately below 
cordon and in metope;
slightly sloping incised
lines in adjacent 
metope
385 81.20
0 BV 813 Chalco/EBA
Beaker 1 25 47.3 62.6 7.3 
(max 
9.5)
Lower 
neck 
Y 1a E: bands 
of polish 
to high 
sheen 
interspers
ed with 
smooth, 
matte 
bands; I 
smoothed;
poss pol 
to low 
sheen
E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish 
and 
med 
grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
light 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.8.
5;  
7.8.
6
Y 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Conjoins Cat. 384 
and is now reftted 
(although dimensions 
and weight are just for
Cat. 385). NB Other 
sherds from 81.200 
belong to Food Vessel
ASH 75
386 81.39
0 BV 141 Chalco/EBA
Beaker 1 1 10.5 13.9 8.1 Body Y 1a E pol to low sheen;
I 
smoothed
E & I 
light to 
med 
brown; 
C med 
grey
None 2 7.8.
3;  
7.8.
6
N 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Bag and Finds Book 
say ‘B’; corrected to 
‘BV’ by PJA
387 81.13
9 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 12.2 16.3 8.7 Body N 1a Smoothed E med brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C & I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
3;  
7.8.
6
N 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2.
388_3
392
81.14
1 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 10 + crbs 77 
(41, 
14, 
8, 
75.5 85.5 7.5 
(max 9)
 Rim-
&- 
upper 
neck 
Y 1a E pol to 
high 
sheen at 
neck, med
E dark 
grey-
brown 
at rim 
None 2 7.8.
5;  
7.8.
6
Y 42 Sets of reftted 
conjoining sherds 
(with rim sherd set 
388 including reftted 
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1,1) 
387 
is 14
(388), 
carinati
on & 
upper 
belly 
(389), 
belly 
(390), 
body 
(391–2)
sheen at 
carination 
& low 
sheen on 
belly; I pol
to low 
sheen on 
neck; 
otherwise 
smoothed
& neck;
med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish 
around 
car & 
on 
belly; C
med to 
dark 
grey-
brown; 
I light 
brown, 
light 
greyish 
in 
places 
& dark 
greyish 
on parts
of belly 
Cat. 381, 80.183), 
from large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Very slight faceting on
I at neck suggests 
possible scraping of 
neck. Decoration: 
herringbone comb 
impressions on rim 
top, neck, on and 
around carination and 
on parts of belly, with 
metopic zone on belly 
featuring panels of 
herringbone comb 
impression 
interspersed with 
vertical incised lines. 
Note: another sherd 
from SF 81.141 is 
listed under ASH 79
393 81.18
9 BVWX 160.3 Chalco/EBA
Beaker 1 2 23.4 16.7 7.6 Body Y 1a E pol to low sheen;
I bag-pol
E Light
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 2 7.8.
6
N 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Herringbone 
impressed comb 
decoration plus poss 
comb-impressed horiz
line on E. Bag says 
‘f.160’, corrected to 
160.3 by PJA
394_3
98
81.16
0 BVSX
813 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker 4+ 1F c 1
(all 
<1) 
13.5 9.6 4.9* Rim; 
body
Y 1a Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
(E & I)
Grey-
brown 
through
out
None 2 7.8.
5; 
7.8.
6
Y 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2, 
including small 
rimsherd with 
herringbone comb 
impressions (plus 
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trowel-smear). 2 
sherds from diferent 
pot, but with same SF
No, are described 
below (as ‘NC’); and 
see also ASH 79 for 
another sherd with 
same SF No PJA adds
'Te fnds Book has 
the context as 812 but 
the nearby entry for 
Find 81.162 was 
immediately corrected
from 812 to 813, and 
81.160 is shown as 
from 813 on Plan 
18/81. 81.160 was 
almost certainly from 
context 813.
399_4
00
81.16
0 BVSX
813 Chalco/
EBA or 
E/MN
?Beaker 
or ?
E/MN 
non-
corky
2 4(3,1 28.6 18.9 6.9 Rim; 
body
N 3 Smoothed E & C 
buf, I 
light 
brown
None 2 7.8.
5
N NC Rounded, upright rim 
from thin, fne but 
fairly large pot; ERD 
260–270 mm. Burnt; 
hard to tell whether 
it’s Beaker or E/MN 
non-corky pottery. 
Part of E & I spalled 
of. PJA adds 'Te 
fnds Book has the 
context as 812 but the 
nearby entry for Find 
81.162 was 
immediately corrected
from 812 to 813, and 
81.160 is shown as 
from 813 on Plan 
18/81. 81.160 was 
almost certainly from 
context 813.
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401_4
03
81.41
4 BVSX
837 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 3 3 
(2,1,
<1)
18.2 14.4 8.6 Neck Y 1a E pol to med 
sheen; I 
smoothed
E light 
brown; 
C & I 
med 
grey-
brown 
None 3 7.19
.3;7.
8.6
N 42 From large Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, entry 2. 
Cat. 400 poss broken 
along ring joint; 
comb-impressed 
herringbone design on
E 
404 81.25
0 DII
336 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 6 27.9 19.6 10.6 Rim Y 4 Smoothed E light 
brown 
(buf 
immedi
ately 
below 
surfact);
C light 
rown 
(colour 
obscure
d); I 
light 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
4, 
9.9.
3
Y 43 Rounded upright rim 
from fairly large 
‘domestic’ Beaker; 
ERD 210–240 mm. 
Two, possibly three 
shallow horizontal 
lines on E below rim 
405 81.44
3 BI
100 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker, 
dom
1 15 30.8 42.3 10.5 Neck or
abraded
rim
Y 2 but 
mica not
abundan
t
Smoothed E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C med 
brown 
& dark 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.2.
4
Y 44a ASH described this as
a neck sherd broken 
neatly along a ring 
joint, to produce a 
‘false rim’. Tat may 
well be the case. 
Diameter at this point
c 140 mm; see below, 
Cat. NoCat 406; 
‘domestic’ Beaker. 
Decoration = 
horizontal incised 
lines (=shallow 
grooves) on exterior, 
up to c 2 mm wide, 
closely set (maximum 
distance between lines
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
at mid-width: 5.5 
mm. Note: In ASH 
report, on sherd, and 
on one of the 2 bags 
in which sherd had 
been stored, says 
81.445. On original 
fnd bag, says ‘Call 81 
445 [and also says 443
in triangle], Site B 
topsoil from Victorian
drain clear out’. PJA 
comment: the correct 
fnd No is 81.443; 
81.445 was from 
BIWX 856.
406 81.19
8 BV
837 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker, 
dom
1 13 43.1 30.1 10.1 Body N 2 but 
mica not
abundan
t
Smoothed E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.19
.3
N 44b Belly sherd, possibly 
but not necessarily 
from same pot as Cat. 
405; diameter at this 
point could be as large
as c 230, but this does 
not debar it from 
being from the same 
pot as 405, since it 
could have had a 
globular belly. Found 
13.5.81
407 81.62
0 BV
814 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker, 
dom 
1 11 30.9 27.7 10.1 Prob 
base 
N 2 but 
mica not
abundan
t
Smoothed
but I sl 
uneven
E light 
brown 
withg 
buf 
and 
blackish
area; C 
& I 
blackish
None 2 7.8.
8
N 44c Slight curvature 
towards one edge of E
plus fatness of sherd 
suggests that it may be
a base plate of a large, 
‘domestoc’ Beaker, but
not necessarily from 
the same pot as Cat. 
405/406. 
408 81.62
0 BV
814 Prob 
Chalco/
Prob 
Beaker/
poss 
1 1 17.7 13.2 6.1 Body N 3 Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
3 7.8.
8
N NC From thin, fne pot. 
Tin and fne enough 
to be Beaker, and it 
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
EBA; or
E/MN
E/MN 
non-
corky
C light 
grey, 
obscure
d by 
sedime
nt; I 
greyish-
brown 
with 
orange 
sedime
nt
encr on 
E
probably is, but can’t 
rule out possibility 
that it’s E/MN
409 81.39
9 BIV
863 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 reftted 7 43.1 22.4 7.2 Rim Y 3 Polished 
to 
medium 
sheen on 
E & I 
(but 
possibly 
some bag 
polish as 
well as 
deliberate 
polish)
E 
mediu
m 
brown 
& 
blackish
; C dark
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 2 7.16
.2
Y 45a Rim (comprising two 
conjoining and 
reftted sherds) from 
small, fne, thin-
walled Beaker with 
deeply-incised 
horizontal lines 
(grooves) from 
immediately below 
neck, downwards; 
lines up to 3.6 mm 
wide and set c 5.8 mm
apart. Rim pointed, 
rounded on I and 
minimally everted. 
ERD 100 mm. Found
23.5.81. 
Consolidated?
410 81.44
7 BI
100 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker 1 6 34.6 19.8 7.3 Neck Y 3 High 
sheen on 
E (but 
prob due 
to 
consolida
nt); 
smoothed 
on E. 
E dark 
–
reddish
-brown;
C med 
grey; I 
grey-
brown 
possibly
black-
brown 
staining
on I 
2 7.2.
4
Y 45b Neck from same 
Beaker as 409 (ASH 
45a), with deep 
incised horizontal 
grooves on E (max W 
2.9 mm; 5.7 mm 
apart); diam at this 
point c 100. Sherd 
looks to be 
consolidated. Broken 
along ring joint. 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
Sherds from 2 other 
pots share the same 
SF No and are listed 
below (as ‘NC’)
411 81.44
7 BI
100 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA or 
else ?
E/MN
prob 
Beaker 
or else 
poss 
E/MN 
Non-
corky 
1 (=2 
reftted) 8
31.5 37.5 7.8* Neck or
belly
N 2 Smoothed Dark 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
4
N NC 2 conjoining & 
reftted sherds. Hard 
to tell whether this is 
a neck sherd or the I 
of a belly sherd; 
virtually all of one 
surface spalled of. 
Could have been from
a thin-walled Beaker 
with gently-splaying, 
undecorated neck. 
412 81.44
7 BI
100 ?
Chalco/
EBA or 
E/MN
?Beaker 
or 
E/MN 
Non-
corky
1 3 25.0 20.2 7.1 Body N 3 Smoothed E grey-brown; 
C buf 
& dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey
412: 
poss 
patches 
of v 
thin bl 
encr on 
E
3 7.2.
4
N NC Abraded body sherd, 
with most or all of I 
spalled of; could be 
E/MN but can’t rule 
out possibility that it’s 
Beaker.
413 80.09
6 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 21.5 16.3 6.5 Neck Y 3 E pol to med 
sheen; I to
high 
sheen
E dark 
reddish
-brown;
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 46 Small neck sherd 
which could possibly 
be from the same pot 
as Cat. 409 (ASH 
45a) and 410 (ASH 
45b), or else same pot 
as Cat. 414 (ASH 46),
which is from same 
context as Cat. 413. 
Grooves are more 
similar to those on 
Cat. 409 and 410, 
however. E decorated 
with deep horizontal 
incised lines (grooves),
up to 3.3 mm wide 
and set 5.4 mm apart.
414 80.17 DI 315 Chalco/ Beaker 1 1 11.8 15.0 7.1 Rim Y 3 E pol to E None 3 9.3. Y 46 Rounded, slightly 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
5 EBA med sheenalthough 
poss some
bag-polish
blackish
-brown;
C 
blackish
; I dark 
brown
6 everted rim from thin 
fne Beaker; too small 
to estimate rim 
diameter. E has fairly 
shallow incised 
horizontal lines – one 
complete line and one 
truncated line present.
W of complete line 
2.7 mm. See 
comments in Cat. 413
regarding whether 
that sherd is from the 
same pot as this, or 
not. 
415 80.15
7 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 18.1 21.5 6.1 Neck Y 3 E pol to med 
sheen; I 
pol to low 
sheen
E dark 
red-
brown; 
C mid 
brown 
& dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 46 Curving neck sherd 
from thin, fne Beaker
with splaying neck, 
decorated on E with 
closely-set, shallow, 
roughly-horizontal 
incised lines (grooves),
up to 1.9 mm wide 
and set c 2 mm apart 
(at mid-point of 
grooves). Probably not
from same pot as Cat. 
414 rim (which has 
diferent E colour).
416 80.09
7 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 17.1 18.3 8.5 Body Y 3 Medium sheen on 
E & I but 
could be 
bag-polish
E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
Y 46 Body sherd from fairly
thin fne pot but 
defnitely not from the
same pots as the 
others listed under 
ASH 46.. E decorated
with shallow incised 
lines, one running 
horizontally (and 
shallower than the 
others), and the others
diagonal to that, and 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
not reaching as far as 
the horizontal line.
417_4
18
80.07
2 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 6 
(6,1)
25.2 31.6 7.9* Prob 
neck 
Y 4 Smoothed E dark 
reddish
-brown 
& grey-
brown; 
C light 
grey & 
red-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 47 Sherd spalled along 
ring joint. E decorated
with roughly 
horizontal impressions
of cockle shell edge, in
two untidy lines, with 
a row of deeper, 
diagonal shell-edge 
impressions above. 
From same pot as 
other sherds in ASH 
47; overall <10% of 
the pot present
419 80.08
3 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 3 20.0 14.6 10.8 Rim Y 4 Smoothed E blackish
; C dark
grey & 
mid 
brown; 
I mid 
grey-
brown 
None 3 9.3.
6
N 47 Rimsherd, lacking its 
tip but had probably 
been gently pointed, 
from same pot as 
other sherds in ASH 
47. Decoration on 
exterior: cockle shell-
edge impressions, 
featuring horizontal 
line nearest to rim tip 
and, below this, a 
horizontal impression 
with a diagonal 
impression below. 
Sherd looks to have 
been consolidated. 
420 80.06
7 DI
318.3 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 31 43.8 53.5 13.2 Body Y 4 Smoothed, although
some 
inclusions 
protrude
E 
purplish
-brown,
pinkish 
just 
below 
the 
suface; 
C 
mediu
Patch 
of thin 
black-
brown 
encrust
ation 
on I
3 9.2.
12
N 47 Belly sherd from same
pot as other sherds in 
ASH 47. and from 
same position on pot 
as Cat. 421. Large, 
relatively thick-walled 
domestic Beaker 
cooking pot; diam at 
this point c 240 mm. 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
m grey; 
I 
purplish
-brown 
and 
darker 
brown
Decoration on 
exterior: cockle shell-
edge impressions, 
arranged in sets of 
horizontal lines with a
blank zone in 
between. Part of E 
spalled of along ring 
joint. Inclusions 
mostly quartz/ite and 
a shiny white mineral 
(?feldspar); mica also 
present. Surfaces 
glittery.
421 80.14
0 DI
318.3 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 34 53.2 49.0 13.5 Body Y 4 Smoothed, although
some 
inclusions 
protrude
E 
mediu
m 
brown, 
sl 
purplish
; C 
light to 
dark 
grey; I 
mediu
m 
brown
None 2 9.2.
12
Y 47 Belly sherd from same
pot as other sherds in 
ASH 47. and from 
same position on pot 
as Cat. 420. Part of I 
spalled of along ring 
joint; rest of joint 
clearly visible running 
diagonally across 
section. One angular 
quartz/ite inclusion is 
5.7 x 5.7 mm. 
422 81.19
5 BIVWX
859 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 6 28.0 24.7 11.4 Rim & 
neck
Y 2 E & I polished 
to low to 
med 
sheen, 
although 
probably 
also some 
bag polish
Reddis
h- and 
greyish-
brown; 
C light 
to 
mediun 
grey; I 
light 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 48 Rim sherd from large, 
unusually-shaped 
‘domestic’ Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Rim squared of and 
slightly everted; ERD 
190 mm. Rim top and
E immediately below 
rim decorated with 
wavy edge of seashell, 
arranged as 2 
concentric lines on 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
rim top and 2 
horizontal lines on 
exterior. Below these, 
wide and deep 
horizontal groove. 
One large socket of 
burnt-out organics 
(possibly grass or 
straw) on rim-top. 
Note: in addition to 
the sherds listed 
below, Cat. Nos.Cat 
857–861 from ASH 
76 ‘crumbs’ also 
belong to this pot.
423_4
24
81.37
9 BIVWX
859 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 cj 8 (7, 
1) 
21.3 33.5 10.9 Rim & 
neck
Y 2 E & I polished 
to low to 
med sheen
As 422 None 3 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 48 Rim sherd from same 
Beaker as 422 as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3, 
and from same side of 
pot as Cat. 422; 3 
sub-rim horizontal 
grooves visible. ERD 
190 mm. Te smaller 
sherd, a spall, conjoins
with the other sherd 
and may have spalled 
of along a ring joint. 
425 80.07
9 DI
326.1 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 16.3 17.25 8.5 Prob 
neck
Y 2; incls 
fairly 
abundan
t
Smoothed Mid 
grey-
brown 
through
out, sl 
greyer 
in C
None 3 9.2.
13
N 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Most of I spalled of; 
prob broken along 
ring joint. 3 lines of 
horizontal shell-edge 
impressions.PJA adds 
‘315 on bag and in 
typed catalogue, but 
326 according to plan 
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r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
80.13 PJA’
426_4
27
80.08
6 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker 2 2 
(1,1)
15.0 16.2 8.6* Body Y 2 Smoothed E grey-
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 48 2 small abraded sherds
from Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
One has 2 lines of 
shell-edge impressions
428_4
29
80.08
8 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 & 1F 4 (4, 
<1)
22.1 24.7 8.2 Neck? Y 2 Smoothed
; E pol to 
low sheen
E mid 
grey-
brown 
with 
black 
stain; C
dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
Tin 
black 
stain on
E
2 9.3.
6
N 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Tree lines of shell-
edge impressions on E
of sherd; stain 
probably relates to 
pot’s contents
430 80.09
3 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 6 28.0 30.3 9.5  Car Y 2, incls 
fairly 
abundan
t
Smoothed
; E pol to 
low sheen,
but 
enhanced 
by bag-
polish
E 
purple-
brown; 
C & I 
med-
dark 
grey-
brown
Small 
patch of
thin 
black 
stain on
E
2 9.3.
6
N 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Carination & area 
immediately above; 
diam at this point 
could be as great as 
260 mm, but hard to 
be sure. Gentle 
carination. Horiz lines
of shell-edge 
impressions; those on 
carination are 
smudged. Had broken
along a line of 
impressions.
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431 80.12
0 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 18 42.7 35.3 11.4 Rim & 
neck
Y 2 Smoothed; E pol to 
med 
sheen, I to
low sheen
E 
blackish
& dark 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 48 Rim from Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3; 
ERD 190 mm. Two 
deep sub-rim grooves 
and traces of a third 
present on E, along 
with shell-edge 
impression as per 
other rim sherds from 
this pot. Broken along
ring joint. Several 
corky-like sockets 
where stone inclusion 
has decomposed away;
traces of the stone 
present elsewhere.PJA
comment: Finds Book
has ‘Base of 315 
(dragged in plough 
furrow)’
432_4
37
80.12
3 DI
326 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 6 33 
(11, 
6,6,6
,4, 
<1)
28.4 37.8 10.2 Neck 
(incl 
one just
above 
kink in 
neck), 
car
Y 2 Smoothed
; E pol to 
low or 
med sheen
on some 
sherds
E mid 
grey-
brown, 
purplish
on 
some 
sherds; 
blackish
on one; 
C light-
dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
purplish
-brown
Patch 
of black
staining
on 1 
neck 
sherd
2 9.2.
13
Y 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Two of the sherds 
comprise 2 reftted 
sherds (so original 
total had been 8). 
Carination gentle; 
neck straight. Shell-
edge impressions 
smudged on some 
sherds. Sherd that 
may come from just 
above kink is the one 
with the black stain on
the E.
438 80.18
6 DI
326 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 5 33.1 25.6 8.8 Neck 
(prob)
Y 2, incls 
fairly 
Smoothed
; poss pol 
E 
purplish
Poss 
small 
3 9.2. Y 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
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Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
abundan
t
to low 
sheen on 
E
-brown;
C mid-
brown 
& grey-
brown; 
I mid 
grey-
brown
patch of
black 
staining
on E
13 Appendix, Entry 3. 
Sherd kinks markedly 
and is most likely to 
have come from an 
infection on the neck;
the only other place 
where it could have 
originated is at the 
bottom of the wall, at 
a pedestalled base; but
is most likely to be 
from neck. Much of I 
spalled of along ring 
joints. Shell-edge 
impressions smudged
439_4
49
80.18
6 see 
comm
ent
DI 326 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 10 & 1F 19 
(7, 
2,2,2
,2,2,
1,1, 
rest 
<1
35.5 30.8 8.3* Body 
incl 
belly
Y 2, incls 
fairly 
abundan
t
Smoothed
; poss pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E of some
sherds
E 
purplish
-brown;
C light 
to mid 
grey-
brown; 
I grey-
brown
None 2 & 
3 9.2.13
N 48 From Beaker as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 3. 
Includes markedly 
curving sherd (exterior
spalled of) that is 
probably from 
globular belly. One 
sherd comprises 2 
reftted sherds. Older 
fnd bag says ‘Calanais
1980 DI 326 186 [in 
triangle] 79 [in 
triangle] this No 
already taken’. Count 
as SF 80.186
450 81.19
9 BIVWX
859 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 
Early
1 2 16.0 17.6 6.6 Rim Y 1a Smoothed
; poss pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E but 
bag-polish
on E & I
E 
black-
brown 
& 
black; 
C & I 
bl-
brown
Patch 
of v 
thin 
blackish
encrust
ation 
on E 
below 
2 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
Y 49a Rimsherd from thin 
fne Beaker with low, 
rounded cordon 
immediately below 
rim. Rim gently 
pointed; rim & neck 
everted. Broken along 
ring joint.
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r
Ref Ill. AS
H
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cordon
451 81.61
2 BIVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA 
Beaker 1 1 16.4 16.7 5.7* Neck Y 1a Smoothed
; possibly 
pol to low 
sheen on 
E 
E 
blackish
-brown;
C light 
grey-
brown 
None 2 7.8.
3
N 49b Defnitely Beaker; not
same pot as Cat. 450 
unless that pot has a 
second cordon lower 
down on its neck 
(which is unlikely). 
Neck sherd from thin 
fne Beaker, 
undecorated except for
a low, gently ridged 
cordon on the E. 
Sherds from a 
diferent pot with the 
same SF No listed 
below (as ‘NC’)
452_4
56
81.61
2 BIVSX
141 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
E/MN 
(?Heb 
Inc) or 
Beaker
5 6 
(2,2,
1,1,1
) 
22.0 12.5 6.8 Body N 4 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude
Med 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.8.
3
N NC Sherds markedly more
abraded than Cat. 451
and may well be 
residual gritty E/MN 
pottery. Fabric most 
closely matches that 
for Heb Incised 
pottery (although 
these sherds 
undecorated), but 
possibility that the 
sherds are from 
another Beaker cannot
be ruled out.
457_4
58
80.15
9 DI
332 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 5 
(4,1)
39.9 20.1 7.1 Rim , 
body 
Y 3 Smoothed E 
black-
brown 
& dark 
brown; 
C & I 
light-
mid 
brown
Small 
patch of
thin bl 
encr on 
E of 
rim and
on E of 
body 
sherd
3 9.3.
12
Y 50 Rimsherd = 2 reftted 
sherds; ERD 140 mm.
Other sherd could be 
from same pot. From 
small thin fne Beaker.
Rim rounded and 
everted; prominent 
narrow horizontal 
cordon below rim on 
E. I uneven; possibly 
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partly spalled of. No 
decoration other than 
cordon
459 80.17
1 DI
318.3 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 4 32.0 16.3 8.4 Prob 
neck 
Y 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E but poss
partly due 
to bag 
polish
E dark 
brown; 
C med-
dark 
brown; 
I med 
brown –
grey 
brown
None 3 9.2.
12
N 51 Probably from neck of
thin, fne Beaker, 
medium to large 
(diam at the point c 
200). Low, fairly 
broad cordon, prob 
just below rim
460 80.08
7 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 + 2 
crumbs
3 25.6 23.5 5.8 Neck N 1a Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
on E & I 
but some 
bag pol
E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 52a Sherd = 4 reftted 
sherds. Curving, 
splaying neck of thin, 
fne Beaker; diam at 
this point poss 110–
130. Friable. On E, a 
few relatively large 
sockets of leached-out
inclusions
461 81.61
4 BIVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 25.5 16.7 5.9 Neck N 1a Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
on E
E 
blackish
-brown;
C mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 52b Curving neck sherd (=
2 reftted sherds), 
prob from same pot as
52a. I spalled of
462_4
64
81.03
6 & 
81.34
4
E 1108 & 
1112
Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 & 1F 19 
(18 +
2 x 
<1)
46.0 41.1 16.4 Rim Y 1 Smoothed
; E pol to 
low sheen 
but some 
bag pol
E 
black-
brown; 
C dark 
brown 
& 
black-
brown; 
I dark 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
bl encr 
on E in 
groove 
+ poss 
specks 
on I of 
rim
2 10.3
.1
Y 53a 81.36 reftted to 
81.344; overall, 3 
reftted sherds. Loose 
sherd + frag from 
same pot. Rim of 
large, relatively thick-
walled domestic 
Beaker (cooking pot); 
ERD 250 mm. Rim 
rounded and gently 
everted. Two deep 
horizontal grooves 
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Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
below rim on E, 
creating cordon-like 
corrugated surface. E 
slipped or wet-
smoothed; traces of 
horizontal smoothing 
marks on E. Poss 
cereal impression on E
465 81.23
1 E
1112 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 2 15.0 19.6 10.7 Neck Y 1 Smoothed
; patch of 
low sheen 
= bag pol
Blackis
h-
brown 
through
out
Poss 
tiny 
patches 
of thin 
bl encr 
on E
3 10.3
.1
Y 53a From same pot as 
462–4 (ASH 53a). 
From neck, with deep 
groove and cordon-
like feature. I spalled 
of
466 81.19
4 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 15 33.7 34.1 15.5 Rim Y 1 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
part of E
E dark 
brown 
& 
black-
brown; 
C mid-
dark 
grey 
brown; 
I 
orange-
brown
None 2 7.8.
3
N 53b Rounded, everted rim 
from large, relatively 
thick-walled domestic 
Beaker (ERD 230–
250 mm), with deep 
horizontal groove 
below rim on E, 
creating cordon-like 
feature. Defnitely 
from same pot as 
ASH 54 and possibly 
from same pot as 
ASH 53a, even 
though sub-rim 
groove is narrower 
and I is more orange-
brown
467 81.04
4 DV
344 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 11 38.3 33.3 15.4 Rim Y 1 Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
on E
E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I light 
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 54 2 reftted sherds. Rim 
from same pot as 
ASH 53b and possibly
same pot as ASH 53a;
ERD 230–250 mm. 
Horizontal smoothing
marks on E. Much of E
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
orange-
brown spalled of. Found 5.5.81
468 81.06
4 HI
707 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 14 42.5 31.8 13.4* Rim N 4 but 
inclusion
s not v 
abundan
t
Smoothed E dark 
brown 
& 
blackish
-brown;
C 
reddish
-brown,
buf & 
grey-
brown
Small 
patch of
thin bl 
encr on 
E
3 12.4
.1
Y 55 Rim from v large 
domestic Beaker 
(cooking pot); ERD 
280–300 mm. 
Rounded, everted. I 
spalled of and scar 
surface abraded. 
Horizontal wipe 
scratch just below rim
469_4
70
81.44
4 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 14 
(9,5)
51.9 38.0 9.2* Base N 1a Smoothed C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 56 Flat base of thin fne 
Beaker; E spalled of. 
Omphalos (ie I 
thickens gently 
towards centre). Est 
base diam c 80. Part 
of junction with 
bottom of wall 
present: gentle 
junction
471 80.07
8 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 8 28.5 29.4 10.5 Base N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica
Smoothed
; patch of 
low sheen 
on I
E dark 
grey-
brown 
& mid 
brown; 
C mid 
brown 
& 
blackish
-brown;
I med 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
Y 57 Flat base from fairly 
fne, fairly small 
Beaker; est base diam 
c 80. Wall splays 
gently. Wall-base 
junction gentle on E 
and continuous curve 
on I
472 80.18
0 & 
80.03
8
DI 315 & 315 Chalco/EBA
Beaker 1 10 46.5 23.1 10.6 Base N 3 Smoothed; E pol to 
low sheen
E + I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
None 2 9.3.
6
Y 58 80.180 reftted to 
80.38. Base & bottom
of wall from small fne
thin-walled Beaker. 
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
brown 
& 
blackish
-brown
Gentle pedestal, above
which wall kinks out. 
Wall narrows to 5 
mm. Wall-base 
junction gentle on E 
and continuous curve 
on I
473_4
75
80.11
9 BIV
134 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 3 30 
(27,2
,1) 
51.3 38.0 12.4 Base, 
body
N 4 but 
incls not
v 
abundan
t
Smoothed
, although
inclusions 
protrude 
through 
surfaces
Dull 
greyish-
brown 
through
out 
None 3 7.4.
2
N 59a Base from fairly large, 
fat-based domestic 
Beaker, although base 
diam hard to estimate.
Wall probably splays 
widely. Te two small 
body sherds may 
belong with this pot. 
Another sherd with 
this SF No is in ASH 
36 (Cat. 328, E/MN 
Heb Inc). Sherds from
2 other pots share the 
same SF No and are 
listed below (as ‘NC’) 
Found 20.5.80
476_4
79
80.11
9 BIV
134 Chalco/
EBA or 
E/MN
Beaker 
or 
Corky
5 6 
(2,2,
1,1,<
1)
23.1 18.5 8.1 Base or 
neck 
just 
below 
rim, 
body
N 1 Smoothed E & I 
mid 
grey-
brown; 
C mid 
grey
None 2 7.4.
2
NC Mostly spalls from 
friable pot. It’s unclear
whether one of the 
sherds is from a fat 
base or from the neck 
immediately below the
rim; the interior kinks 
at one edge. If the 
former, then pot is 
most likely to be a 
Beaker; if the latter, 
most likely to be 
E/MN. Note: one of 
the 5 sherds has 
accidentally not been 
given a Cat. No
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
480_4
83
80.11
9 BIV
134 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 4 16 
(7,6,
2,<1)
31.7 28.3 7.3 Body N 2 Smoothed E & I 
light to 
mid 
grey-
brown; 
C mid 
grey-
brown
None 2–3 7.4.
2
N NC One of the sherds = 2 
reftted sherds. Lower 
body sherds from 
small, thin fne pot 
(T c 5.5); one sherd 
is from immediately 
above fat base. Most 
likely to be a fne 
Beaker. Diam at this 
point c 100. Wall 
splay angle c 45 
degrees.
484 81.38
7 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 13 37.7 26.5 11.5 Base N 4 but 
not 
abundan
t incls
Smoothed
but incls 
protrude 
from 
surfaces 
C dark 
grey 
brown, 
orange-
brown 
nr E; I 
mid-
brown 
None 3 7.8.
3
N 59b  2 reftted sherds; may 
have spalled along 
joint plane. Prob from
same pot as Cat. 
Nos.Cat 473–5. Est 
base D c 110. E 
spalled of and scar 
surface abraded; may 
have broken along 
ring join. Original 
fnds bag also has SF 
no 135, but SF 387 
added to it See also 
Cat. NoCat 265, 
under ASH 18, and 
below, under ‘NC’, for
other sherds with 
same SF No
485_4
87
81.38
7 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker
2+ 1F + 
crbs
3,1, 
<1
24.7 18.8 12.1 Poss 
base 
N 3 Smoothed E 
yellow-
buf; C 
& I 
med 
brown
3 7.8.
3
N NC Probably a base sherd;
too small to estimate 
base diam. May well 
have broken along 
ring joint/s
488 80.03
0 BIII
121 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 1 9 30.5 29.1 10 Base N 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E poss 
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
None 3 7.4.
11
N 60 Flat base at junction 
with bottom of wall 
(although E of bottom
of wall spalled of); 
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
from bag 
pol
grey-
brown
fne Beaker. Est base 
diam poss c 80. Wall-
base junction prob 
gentle on E and 
continuous curve on I.
Worn trowel gouge 
marks on I. 
489_4
91
81.43
3 BIV
866 Late 
Neo
GW 3 c 7 
(c 3, 
c3, 
c1)
28.5 23.8 8.0 Upper 
body 
and 
lower 
body
Y 1 Smoothed; very low 
sheen on 
E & I
E light 
brown 
with 
orange 
tinges; 
C met 
to dark 
grey; I 
light 
brown 
to 
blackish
brown
None 2, 3 7.16
.1
Y 61 Tree out of 30 sherds
that belong to thin, 
fne,tub-shaped 
Grooved Ware pot 
(see Appendix, Entry 
4 for overall 
description). Sherds 
reftted to others from
81.446 and 81.449, so 
weights are only 
estimated. (Overall 
weight of all parts of 
this pot: 79g) Note: 
unlike most other 
Catalogue entries 
where sherds have 
been reftted, each 
sherd from this pot 
has been given its own
Cat. NoCat, and the 
largest of the sherds 
has been measured as 
though it were free-
standing. Sherds 
broken along ring 
joints. Horizontal 
smoothing striations 
at bottom of I of 
lower body sherd, 
where it starts to kink 
in to form the base. 
Decoration: incision 
and false-relief wavy 
line (as described in 
Appendix, Entry 4) 
The pottery assemblage | 707
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
Found 25.3.81
492_4
95
81.42
1 BIV
877 Late 
Neo
GW 4 c16 
(c 7, 
c 4, 
3, 2)
35.8 23.3 9.8 Base, 
upper 
body
Y 1 Smoothed
; very low 
sheen on 
E & I
E 
orange-
brown 
(uppoer
body), 
med-
brown, 
sl 
orange 
(base); 
C dark 
grey; I 
blackish
-brown
Possible
patch of
v thin 
blackish
encr on 
I of 
upper 
body 
sherd
2,3 7.16
.1
Y 61 Four out of the 30 
sherds that belong to 
thin, fne, tub-shaped 
Grooved Ware pot 
(see Appendix, Entry 
4 for overall 
description). Two of 
the sherds reftted to 
others from 81.446, so
weights are estimated.
Est base diam c 110. 
Base-wall junction 
gentle on E. Most of I
of base spalled of, 
including along clay 
joint planes. Upper 
body sherd decorated 
with horizontal 
incised grooves. Can’t 
tell whether 
encrustation had been 
burnt on (through use 
as cooking pot) or 
represents fnal traces 
of evaporated former 
contents of pot. Note: 
one sherd NOT 
belonging to this pot 
has the same small 
fnd no and is 
described separately 
below (as ‘NC’, Cat. 
NoCat 496) Found 
27.5.81
496 81.42
1 BIV
877 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 6 28.4 25.0 8.4 Body N 4 but 
not very 
gritty
E 
smoothed 
& pol to 
low sheen;
E mid 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
Small 
patch of
thin 
black 
3 7.16
.1
N NC Defnitely not from 
the Grooved Ware 
pot; may be E/MN 
Non-corky pottery. 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
I uneven, 
with 
inclusions 
protrudin
g
brown; 
I light 
brown
encr on 
E
Abundant mica fecks 
on E
497_5
14
81.44
6 BIV
877 Late 
Neo
GW 17 c 45 
(c 
21, 
6, c 
6, 3, 
2, 
c2, 
c2, 
2, 1)
28.5 27.6 6.8 Rim, 
body, 
base
Y 1 Smoothed
; very low 
sheen on 
E & I
E med 
brown, 
with 
varying 
shades 
of 
orange; 
C med-
dark 
grey; I 
blackish
-brown
Band of
v thin 
black-
brown 
encr 
around 
mid-
height 
of body
2,3 7.16
.1
Y 61 Eighteen out of 30 
sherds that belong to 
thin, fne tub-shaped 
Grooved Ware pot 
(see Appendix, Entry 
4 for overall 
description). Reftted 
to others from 81.421 
and 81.433. Rim 
gently pointed, with 
decoration on E (false 
relief wavy line) and 
on I (horizontal 
incised line). ERD c 
186 mm. Body slopes 
in fairly straight line 
towards base. Several 
sherds broken along 
ring joints. Some 
abrasion to E surface 
on upper part of body.
Found 27.5.81 
515_5
19
81.44
9 BIV
877 Late 
Neo
GW 5 c 9 
(4, 
c2, 
c1, 
1,1)
31.6 21.7 5.7 Body, 
base
Y 1 Smoothed
; very low 
sheen on 
E & I
E light 
orange-
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
blsckish
Patch 
of v 
thin bl-
brown 
encr on 
I of 
body 
sherd
2,3 7.16
.1
Y 61 Five out of the 30 
sherds that belong to 
thin, fne tub-shaped 
Grooved Ware pot 
(see Appendix, Entry 
4 for overall 
description). One 
reftted to 81.433. See
also ‘NC’ below (Cat. 
520) for sherd from 
probable Beaker, with 
same SF No. Found 
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
27.5.81
520 81.44
9 BIV
877 Chalco/
EBA?
Beaker? 1 11 31.4 44.2 9.8 Neck N 2 Smoothed
; pol to 
low heen 
on E
E dark 
grey 
brown 
with 
black 
encr; 
Emed 
grey; I 
light 
brown
Tin 
black 
encr on 
E
3 7.16
.1
N NC Same Small Find No 
as sherds from 
Grooved Ware pot 
ASH 61, but 
defnitely not from 
that pot. Curving, 
splaying neck, most 
probably from fairly 
large ‘domestic’ 
Beaker; diam at this 
point c 190
521 81.19
7 BIV
877 Late 
Neo
GW 1 2 31.3 8.9 7.4 Body N 1 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on I
E & 
part of 
core 
light 
orange-
brown; 
rest of 
C light 
grey; I 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.16
.1
N 61 Narrow body sherd 
belonging to thin, fne
tub-shaped Grooved 
Ware pot (see 
Appendix, Entry 4 for
overall description). 
Found 1.6.81 PJA 
adds: Finds Book has 
BIVWX 787 but Ctxt
787 was in Area H 
and 877 is certainly 
correct.
522 81.15
4 HI
746 E/MN Heb Inc 1 3 28.3 15.2 7.4 Rim 
fange
Y 1a Smoothed
; pol to 
low sheen 
on upper 
and 
underside 
of fange
E (= 
top) 
blackish
-brown;
C mid 
grey-
brown; 
I (= 
undersi
de) dark
brown
None 2 12.7
.6
Y 62 Rim fange from large,
thin, fne Hebridean 
Incised pot; est rim 
diameter may be as 
large as 300 mm. 
Edge of fange 
rounded, with slight 
lip on underside. 
Upper surface 
decorated with incised
lines, 2 roughly 
concentric with edge 
of fange, the third 
diagonal. Had been in
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
ASH’s ‘Grooved 
Ware and 
miscellaneous’ 
category, and Cat. 523
had been included 
within ASH 62 even 
though it is from a 
diferent pot. Cat. 523
now listed below as 
‘NC’
523 81.15
4 HI
746 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA 
Prob 
Beaker
1 1 16.4 13.1 8.3 Base N 1a Smoothed E light 
brown; 
C light 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 12.7
.6
N NC Small sherd from 
junction between wall 
and base of fat-based 
pot, probably a 
domestic Beaker; 
wall-base junction 
fairly sharply defned 
on I. Had been in 
ASH’s ‘Grooved 
Ware and 
miscellaneous’ 
category. Defnitely 
not from the same pot
as Cat. NoCat 522, 
with same SF No. 
524 80.11
3 DI
321.2
B
?Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob. 
Beaker
1 3 29.6 16.9 6.5 Body Y 4 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude 
through E
& I
Dark 
brown 
through
out, sl 
greyish 
in 
places
None 2 9.3.
7, 
9.3.
8
Y 63 Decorated sherd from 
thin-walled but gritty 
pot, originally likened 
by ASH to Grooved 
Ware pot ASH 61 on 
the basis of its 
decoration. ASH 
argued, from slight 
kink on I, that it could
be from just above the
base of a fat-based 
pot, with diagonal 
decoration, but this 
kink is actually due to 
a projecting lithic 
inclusion, and the 
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
slight concavity of E 
suggests rather that 
the decoration runs 
horizontally and that 
this is from the 
(slightly splaying) 
neck of a fairly small 
pot (diam at this point
c 150). Decoration: 2 
slightly wavy lines, 
plus 2 bands of linear 
dot stabs, separated by
a further incised line. 
Could be a fne if 
gritty Beaker, 
although the deco 
doesn’t match that on 
the other Beakers 
from this site. See 
below, under ‘NC’ 
(Cat. Nos.Cat 525–
530 and 531–533), for
other sherds with 
same small fnd No 
from diferent pots
525_5
30
80.11
3 DI
321.2
B
Prob 
E/MN
Corky 4 + 2F + 
crumbs
5 (2, 
1, <1
x 4)
20.3 18.2 6.8* Body N 1 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C light 
to dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 2,3 9.3.
8
N NC Mostly spalls, not all 
defnitely from a 
single pot; friable, 
with hackly fracture. 
May be from same pot
as 93_113, and 
possibly 924_926 
despite diferences in 
fabric. 
531_5
33
80.11
3 DI
321.2
B
Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 + 2F 2 (1, 
<1 x 
2)
13.2 19.5 6.9* Body; ?
rim
N 1 Smoothed E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C mid 
grey
None 3 9.3.
8
N NC Spalls from fairly fne 
pot; undulation of E 
suggests that sherd 
may be from rim, with
horizontal thumb-
smoothing hollow 
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
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Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
below it.
534_5
35
81.08
9 BISX
107 E/MN Heb Inc 2 3 25.4 13.9 7.9 Rim 
fange
Y 3 Smoothed
; poss pol, 
but 
patches of
high 
sheen 
prob due 
to bag pol
E (ie 
upper 
surface)
black-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
(ie 
undersi
de) dark
brown
None 1–2 7.2.2
N 64 Sherd comprising two 
reftted sherds, 
forming outer edge of 
rim fange, from large 
fanged-rim pot; ERD
c 250 mm. (ASH had 
ID’d it as an everted 
rim but it makes more
sense as a rim fange.) 
Row of small deep 
irregular stab 
impressions on upper 
surface, concentric 
with edge. On 
underside, smoothing 
facets from tool used 
to smooth the surface.
One of the 2 
constituent sherds had
broken along ring 
joint 
536 80.11
1 DI
321.2
A
Prob 
Chalco/
EBA 
Prob 
Beaker
1 2 17.8 14.6 5.6 Body Y 1a (but 
with few
or no 
mica 
fecks)
Smoothed
& poss 
pol but 
areas of 
high 
sheen on 
E & I are 
from bag 
pol
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey 
None 3 9.3.
8
Y 65 Prob belly sherd from 
small, fne, thin-
walled pot; diam at 
this point c 150. 
Decoration on E: 
fairly random, roughly
circular and irregular-
shaped stab 
impressions, not very 
deep. Most likely to 
be from a fne Beaker. 
Note: in ASH pottery 
report, says 80.11, but 
this must be a typo 
error
537 80.06
1 BV
117 Chalco/
EBA Beaker 1 4 16.8 23.2 9.9 Body
Y 2 
(glittery 
mineral 
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
None 3 7.4.
2
Y 66 Body sherd with 
curving I, possibly 
from near base of 
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n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
not 
necess 
mica)
C dark 
grey
small ‘domestic’ 
Beaker; diam at this 
point c 120. E 
decorated with close-
set rows of small, 
roughly circular stab 
impressions. Found 
15.5.80
538 81.39
7 BV
810 Chalco/
EBA Beaker 1 5 22.0 23.7 9.6 Body 
Y 2 (not 
abundan
t mica)
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.1
Y 66 Belly sherd from same
pot as Cat. 537, and 
probably further up 
the belly; diam at this 
point c 150. Stab 
decoration not as 
linear as on Cat. 537 
and 539. Found 
13.5.81
539 81.19
1 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA Beaker 1 9 35.5 26.6 10.4 Body 
Y 2 Smoothed E light 
brown, 
reddish 
in parts;
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
brown 
None 3 7.8.
3
Y 66 Belly sherd from same
pot as Cat. 537 and 
538; prob further up 
belly than both of 
those sherds. Diam at 
this point c 170. Small
circular stab 
impressions, some 
deep, in irregular 
rows. A second sherd 
with the same Small 
Find No, but from a 
diferent pot, is 
described separately 
below (under ‘NC’, 
Cat. No 540)
540 81.19
1 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker
1 1 17.4 12.2 7.6 Body N 2 but v 
few 
corky 
hollows
Smoothed E & I 
red-
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.8.
3
N NC Very small, heavily-
abraded body sherd 
from thin fne pot, 
probably a fne 
Beaker; broken along 
ring joint
541_5 81.14 HII 733 Prob Prob 2 1 (1, 16.7 11.6 5.5* Body Y 3 Smoothed E dark None 3 7.5. N 67 2 small and abraded 
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Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
42 7 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker <1) brown; 
C buf
6 body spalls from fne 
pot with same kind of 
roughly circular stab 
decoration as seen on 
pots ASH 65 and 66, 
but from a diferent 
pot
543 81.08
3 HI
735 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker
1 2 17.7 16.0 8.2 Body Y 2 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.3
.1
N 68 Small abraded body 
sherd from pot with 
similar kind of 
decoration to that 
seen on ASH 65, 66 
and 67; not identical 
to ASH 67 but could 
possibly have come 
from the same pot. 
Impressions slightly 
angular; fairly 
randomly spaced. One
relatively large angular
fragment of black 
shiny mineral visible 
in fracture surface
544 81.61
4 BIVSX
141 E/MN Heb Inc 1 1 18.6 15.6 4.2 Rim fange
Y 3 Smoothed Dark 
brown 
through
out
None 2 7.8.
3
Y 69 Rim fange from thin, 
fne, medium-sized 
pot; ERD 160–200 
mm. Decoration: 2 
rows of short 
concentric incised 
lines. On underside, 
very faint diagonal 
lines, but unclear 
whether these are 
decoration or 
impressions of grass. 
Another sherd from 
SF No 81.614 is 
Beaker ASH 52b
545_5
46
81.61
4 BIVSX
141 E/MN Non- 1 + 1F <1 x 2
16.3 12.6 4.5 Body N 3 Smoothed
; low 
E & I 
med 
None 3 7.8.
3
N 69 From thin fne pot, 
not the same pot as 
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o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
corky or
Beaker
sheen 
prob due 
to bag pol
brown, 
sl 
greyish;
C grey-
brown
Cat. 544; could well 
be fne Beaker, 
although given the 
thinness and fneness 
of the rim fange Cat. 
544, can’t rule out 
E/MN date.
547_5
48
80.08
5 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2 reftted+
1 crumb
3 18.2 25.8 9.5 Neck Y 3 but sl 
gritty
Smoothed
; I uneven 
as mostly 
abraded 
away 
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 70 2 reftted sherds from 
gently-splaying neck 
of ‘domestic’ Beaker; 
probably small to 
med-sized, but sherd 
too small to estimate 
diameter at this point.
Decoration on E: 
horizontal lines of 
what are probably 
fnger/thumbnail 
impressions.
549_5
53
81.04
3 DV
344 Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker 
5 reftted+
2 crbs
11 29.0 39.5 12.2 Body Y 3 Smoothed E Buf 
to mid-
brown; 
C buf 
to dark 
grey-
brown; 
I mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
Y 71 5 reftted sherds from 
large pot (diam at this 
point c 200) with 
‘rusticated’ decoration 
featuring sparse, 
roughly oval 
impressions of varying
depth on E, including 
one pair, and another 
impression probably 
made by impressing a 
fnger or thumbnail, 
and draggingt. Most 
likely to be ‘domestic’ 
Beaker, given 
sparseness of 
decoration and fact 
that other probable 
Beakers also have 
impressed decoration. 
Had split vertically 
along joint plane
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Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
554 80.04
2 BIII
117 Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker 1 2 17.5 12.2 9.4* Body
Y 3 Smoothed E 
black-
brown; 
C med 
grey-
brown
Poss v 
thin bl 
encr on 
E
3 7.4.
11
Y 72 Small abraded body 
sherd from large pot 
with deep, roughly 
oval jabbed impression
on E. Probably 
‘domestic’ Beaker; 
same pot as Cat. 555 
and 556, and similar 
pot to Cat. Nos.Cat 
549_553; could 
conceivably be from 
same pot, but cannot 
be sure. Note: other 
sherds with same SF 
No had been listed by 
ASH under ASH 75, 
and some of these 
belong to that Food 
Vessel (Cat. Nos.Cat 
567_571) but others 
(Cat. Nos.Cat 573_5) 
are from E/MN fne 
corky pot. In the 
Finds Book is the 
following: 80.42 
general spread of pot 
10/5/80 B3 in 117 
(under 103 stones)
555 81.39
6 BV
813 Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker 
1 2 22.9 12.1 9.2* Body Y 3 Smoothed; slight 
sheen due 
to bag pol
E 
black-
brown; 
C med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
5
Y 72 Small abraded body 
sherd from large pot 
with part of a deep, 
roughly oval jabbed 
impression on E. 
Probably ‘domestic’ 
Beaker; same pot as 
Cat. 554 and 556, and
similar pot to Cat. 
Nos.Cat 549–553; 
could conceivably be 
from same pot, but 
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o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
cannot be sure. 
13/5/81. JAS adds: 
Tere are 4 entries for 
81.396: one under 
Beaker ASH 37; one 
under Beaker ASH 
39; one under Beaker 
(dom) ASH 72; one 
under ‘NC’ (not 
previously 
catalogued), All BV 
813
556 81.17
8 BV
810 Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker 
1 11 33.3 35.2 11.5 Poss 
neck
Y 3 Smoothed
; slight 
sheen due 
to bag pol
E 
black-
brown; 
C med 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
encr on 
E
3 7.12
.1
Y 72 Gently curving sherd, 
probably from neck of 
large pot (diam at this 
point c 200), prob 
‘domestic ‘Beaker, 
with deep, roughly 
oval stab impressions 
on E (i.e. ‘rusticated’ 
decoration), including 
at least one made by 
impressing a fnger or 
thumbnail and 
dragging; broken 
along ring joint. Same
pot as Cat. Nos 554 
and 555, and similar 
pot to Cat. Nos.Cat 
549–553; could 
conceivably be from 
same pot, but cannot 
be sure. Found 
13.5.81
557 81.61
3
BIVW
X
100 ??
E/MN 
or else 
indet
?Heb 
Inc or 
indet
1 7 24.8 31.0 10.1 Body Y 3 Smoothed E 
mottled
buf & 
mid-
brown; 
Patch 
of v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
3 7.2.
4
N 73 Body sherd; diam at 
this point c 160; part 
of E spalled of and 
abraded; part of I 
spalled of, prob along
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Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I mid 
grey-
brown
I joint plane. 2 very 
faint incised lines, 
nearly vertical, on E. 
Not easily identifable 
as to type; incisions 
seem too shallow to be
normal Hebridean 
Incised, and there’s 
nothing that obviously
suggests (‘domestic’) 
Beaker. Safest to 
regard it as ??Heb Inc 
or else ‘Indeterminate’
558_5
62
80.02
4
C 208 ?EBA ?FV 5 (incl 2 x 
2 reftted) 
14.5 
(7,6,
<1)
34.7 22.6 10.4 Body &
?base
Y 3 Smoothed E buf; 
C dark 
grey; I 
mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 8.3.
2
N 74 Two pairs of 
conjoining body 
sherds from fairly 
large pot (diam at 
point of Cat. Nos 
558–9 c 200). Cat. 
Nos 558–9 possibly 
from lower part of 
body: I kinks in as 
though approaching a 
fat base. Cat. 
Nos.Cat 560–1 might 
be from a fat base; 
part of E heavily 
abraded, so can’t be 
sure. Cat. Nos 558–9 
have decoration on E: 
closely-set oval 
impressions in a 
horizontal line, plus 
longer oval impression
above that. 
Decoration is 
reminiscent of that 
seen on the Food 
Vessel ASH 75.
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o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
563 80.14
3 BI
120 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 5 26.6 16.4 10.7 Body Y 5 Smoothed(note: this
pot 
probably 
slipped; 
applies to 
all sherds 
from this 
pot)
Dark 
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
2
N 75 Body sherd from large
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Had split, probably 
along joint plane. 
Decoration = row of 
deep triangular stab 
impressions on E. 
Contains distinctive 
type of lithic 
inclusion, apparently 
only seen in this pot: 
creamy-coloured and 
black fne-grained 
speckly stone, 
occurring as sub-
angular and rounded 
fragments, deliberately
added as fller; up to 7
x 4 mm
564 80.13
6 BI
125 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 4 22.7 21.0 11.1 Body Y 5 Smoothed Dark brown 
through
out
None 3 7.15
.5
Y 75 Body sherd from large
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Decoration: whipped 
cord herringbone 
design. Contains one 
particularly large 
fragment (7.2 x 6.1) of
the distinctive lithic 
inclusion as described 
under Cat. No 563
565 81.38
9 BIWX
125 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 15 34.8 30.9 18.5 Rim Y 5 Smoothedbut I bevel
sl uneven
E med 
brown; 
C med-
dark 
grey; I 
med-
None 3 7.15
.5
Y 75 Upright rim from 
large Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5, 
with inward-sloping I 
bevel and steep, 
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o
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
dark 
brown narrow E bevel. ERD c 180mm. I bevel 
slightly uneven, with 2
shallow depressions 
that don’t look like 
deliberate decoration. 
E bevel has short 
diagonal stretches of 
whipped cord; below 
that, E of neck 
decorated with 
horizontal lines of 
whipped cord. Found 
25.5.81. Original fnds
bag has comment by 
Peter Strong: ‘Tis pot
is important cos it’s 
the only one today, 
and it comes from 
underneath the fll of 
f.125 ie from under
the robbed stone 
which was there once. 
And I like it too.’ 
'Original Finds Book 
has only B for Area 
but it must be BIWX
566 80.16
9
BI 167 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 4 20.1 19.1 10.4 Belly Y 5 Smoothed Dark 
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.6.
8
Y 75 From belly of large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5; 
from same area as Cat.
Nos.Cat 592 and 594.
Decoration: diagonal 
lines of impressions 
made by a comb with 
long rectangular teeth.
Other sherds from 
80.169 are in ASH 26
(Cat. 297) and ASH 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
36 (Cat. 318, 319)
567 81.16
6 BI
810.1 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 9 20.4 30.5 11.4 Shoulde
r
Y 5 Smoothed E dark brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.2
Y 75 Shoulder-neck-belly 
sherd from large Food
Vessel as described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Neck immediately 
above shoulder is 
markedly thinner (7.9)
than upper belly 
immediately below 
shoulder (11.4). 
Decoration: 
horizontal, close-set 
lines of whipped cord 
impressions on neck 
and shoulder; on 
upper belly, close-set 
deep stab impressions,
roughly triangular. 
568_5
72
80.04
2 BIII
117 EBA Food 
Vessel
3 + 1F, 2 
crbs and 
detached 
lithic incl
7 
(3,3, 
rest 
<1)
23.4 18.1 12.5 Body N 5 Smoothed Dark brown 
through
out
None 2,3 7.4.
11
N 75 Mostly abraded spalls 
from large Food 
Vessel as described in 
Appendix, Entry 5; 
only sherd with both 
surfaces intact has 
most of E spalled of, 
hence absence of 
decoration. Te 
detached lithic 
inclusion (7.8 x 5.4) is 
of the distinctive stone
noted in other sherds 
from this pot. 
Another sherd with 
same SF No is listed 
under ASH 72
573_5
75
80.04
2 BIII
117 E/MN Corky 3 4 21.0 10.8 6.4* Rim; N 1 Smoothed E mid-brown; 
None 3 7.4.
11
N NC Abraded sherds of 
fairly small, thin fne 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
(2,1,
1)
body in places 
light 
brown 
& light 
grey; C 
med 
grey; I 
med 
brown
E/MN pot with 
upright, externally- 
expanded (ie near-
fanged) rim; ERD c 
160 mm. Top and I of
rim abraded; rim top 
slopes inwards. Rim 
and one of the body 
sherds partly burnt to 
light brown/light grey 
colour 
576 80.13
3 BIIISX
117 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 2 14.8 18.4 10.0 Shoulde
r
Y 5 Smoothed E med grey-
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I 
black-
brown
None 3 7.4.
2
N 75 Shoulder sherd from 
large Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Decoration on E: 
horizontal & roughly 
horizontal, closely-set 
lines of whipped cord 
impressions
577 80.06
1 BIIISX
117 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 + crb 1 18.4 8.8 9.4 Rim 5 Smoothed E & I dark 
brown; 
C 
blackish
-brown
None 2 7.4.
2
N 75 Rimsherd from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. E 
rim bevel and part of I
rim bevel present. 
Diagonal whipped 
cord impressions on E
bevel, with horizontal 
wh cord impressed 
lines below. I bevel 
has one deep 
diagonal ?incised line; 
unclear whether this is
supposed to be 
decoration, but if it is, 
it’s random, in 
contrast to decoration 
elsewhere. Tis sherd 
doesn’t conjoin with 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
any of the other 
rimsherds from this 
pot 
578 80.02
9
BIINE 112 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 <1 14.2 7.9 9.1* Rim Y 5 Smoothed E & I dark 
brown; 
C 
blackish
None 2 7.2.
6
N 75 Rimsherd from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Decoration: diagonal 
lines whipped cord 
impression on E 
bevel. Doesn’t conjoin
with the other 
rimsherds from this 
pot
579 80.02
9
BIINE 112 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA or 
else 
E/MN
Prob 
dom 
Beaker 
or else 
Non-
corky
1 8 33.3 25.9 10.8 Body N 3 Smoothedbut E 
cracked
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.2.
6
N NC Slight kink in I, and 
slight thickening of 
the sherd at this point,
suggest that this is 
likely to be from the 
lower belly of a fat-
based pot as it 
approaches the base – 
in which case it’s 
likely to be a 
‘domestic’ Beaker, and
the diam at this point 
is c 180. If it’s not 
that, then will be 
E/MN non-corky
580_5
81
80.05
6 BIN
130.1 EBA Food 
Vessel
2 9 25.7 33.3 10.4 Neck Y 5 Smoothed Dark brown 
through
out
None 3 7.10
.2 , 
7.5.
11, 
7.7.
2
Y 75 2 reftted sherds (so 
wt & dimensions are 
for both together) 
from large Food 
Vessel as described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Gently curving E. 
Decoration on E (top 
to bottom): diagonal 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
deep short lines of 
whipped cord 
impressions; 
horizontal lines of 
same; deep, roughly 
triangular impressions
582_5
83
81.30
7 BIWX
9999 EBA Food 
Vessel
2 11 25.3 32.3 13.7 Rim & 
upper 
neck
Y 5 Smoothed E med-brown; 
C med-
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 N 75 2 reftted sherds from 
rim and upper neck 
from large Food 
Vessel as described in 
Appendix, Entry 5, 
showing how pot 
constructed: rim 
added as separate 
section, and upper 
neck has near-vertical 
joint plane. 
Decoration: as other 
rim and neck sherds; I
bevel has diagonal 
shallow and deep 
incised lines - ?
irregular decoration. 
Doesn’t reft with 
other rimsherds from 
this pot
584 81.30
7 BIWX
9999 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 8 36.5 23.0 9.5 Body N 3 Smoothed E & part of 
C med 
brown 
with 
light 
brown 
patches 
on E; 
rest of 
C & I: 
black
Rel 
thick 
black 
encr on 
I
3 N NC Probably from round 
belly of E/MN 
cooking pot, non-
corky
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Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
585_5
88
81.20
0 BV
813 EBA Food 
Vessel
4 + 2 crbs 12 
(11 +
<1 x 
3)
44.9 27.3 10.8 Body; 
poss 
base
5 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.8.
5
Y 75 2 sherds reftted; prob 
from lower belly just 
above base, from large
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
One small sherd has 
wall-base junction 
(curving) on I. ASH 
note says there’s a 
conjoin with base 
sherd 81.21 but it’s 
hard to make out
589 80.03
1 DII
313 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 6 22.9 27.1 11.1 Neck Y 5 Smoothed E light to med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 3 9.3.
4
Y 75 Neck sherd from large
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Decoration on E: 
horizontal lines 
impressed whipped 
cord. Several large 
rounded and 
subangular lithic 
inclusions of the 
distinctive type noted 
in other sherds from 
ASH 75
590 81.01
7 HII
708 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 4 21.7 22.3 11.1 Body Y 5 Smoothed E med brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 2 12.2
.8
Y 75 From either neck or 
belly from large Food 
Vessel as described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Broken along joint, 
with joint plane long, 
diagonal, curving 
surface. Decoration on
E: whipped cord 
impressions in 
horizontal lines with 
diagonal lines 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
(probably 
herringbone) below. 
Note: the ASH list 
had accidentally 
entered this as 81.13, 
but it’s defnitely 
81.17: Finds Book 
entry specifes ’81.17 
3.5.81 H pot – 
decorated 708’. For 
81.13 (from same 
context), see under ’76
crb’.
591 81.02
1 HII
708 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 3 26.9 18.8 7.6 Base N 5 Smoothed E & C dark 
brown
None 2 12.2
.8
N 75 Base sherd from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5: 
fat on E, base-wall 
junction rounded, 
with mini-pedestal 
before belly splays out.
Only small amount of 
wall E surface 
survives, hence 
absence of decoration.
Note: ASH included a
note in the 81.200 
(Cat. No 584–7) bag 
saying there was a 
conjoin between one 
of those sherds and 
this one, but it’s hard 
to make out
592 81.00
6 HII
708 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 12 32.6 36.6 10.0 Belly Y 5 Smoothed E med-dark 
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
-brown
None 2 12.2
.8
N 75 Belly sherd from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Diam at this point 
may be c 225, as 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
shown in the 
illustration; could be 
up to 240. Probbroken
along ring joint. 
Decoration on E, top 
to bottom: diagonal 
lines of whipped cord 
impressions; closely-
set deep jab 
impressions (with 
deepest parts towards 
their upper edges; 
diagonal lines of 
impressions made 
with a long 
rectangular-toothed 
comb (as seen on Cat. 
Nos 566 and 594)
593 81.00
7 HII
708 EBA Food 
Vessel
2 8 31.5 32.0 10.8 Shoulde
r
Y 5 Smoothed Dark brown 
through
out
None 2 12.2
.8
N 75 2 reftted shoulder 
sherds from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5. 
Part of E spalled of 
along joint line, 
showing that shoulder
added as separate 
section. Decoration on
E: close-set deep jabs 
(which would have 
been immediately 
below the shoulder)
594 81.03
4
HII 712 EBA Food 
Vessel
1 4 19.6 22.3 11.7 Belly Y 5 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
brown
None 3 12.2
.8; 
12.3
.3
Y 75 Belly sherd from large 
Food Vessel as 
described in 
Appendix, Entry 5; 
from same area as Cat.
NoCat 566 and 592. 
Decoration: deep stab 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
impressions and 
diagonal lines of 
impressions made 
with comb with long 
rectangular teeth
595 81.27
8 DI
376 Indet; ??
Chalco/
EBA
Indet; ??
Beaker
1 4 21.1 27.2 8.1 Rim Poss 4 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude. 
E 
undulatin
g
E 
mottled
pink-
brown 
and 
grey-
brown; 
C grey-
brown; 
I 
pinkish
-brown 
and 
buf
None 3 9.3.
14
Y 77 Upright, sharply 
squared-of rimsherd 
from small, fairly 
thin-walled pot with 
hard, gritty fabric. 
(Rim diameter 
estimation can only be
approximate as sherd 
is too small for reliable
diameter estimation: 
ERD poss c 150 mm.)
Unclear whether the 
undulation of the E 
represents deliberate 
decoration or just 
horizontal sub-rim 
smoothing with a 
fngertip. Grittier than
Beakers of comparable
thickness from 
Calanais but 
stratigraphy suggests 
that the sherd could 
be mid-2nd 
millennium BC or 
older – in which case 
Beaker is the least 
unlikely ceramic type. 
Found 18.5.81
596 81.23
3 DV
320 Indet; ??
E/MN
Indet; ??
non-
corky
1 5 22.0 30.6 9.0 Rim N 4a; not 
particula
rly hard
E pocked 
from loss 
of sand-
sized 
inclusions;
E 
blackish
-grey; 
C & I 
dark 
None 3 9.3.
12
Y 78 Pointed, steeply 
sloping everted rim 
from very gritty, fairly 
thin-walled pot. 
(Inclusions are of 
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inclusions 
project 
through E
& I
grey-
brown quartz.) Too small to estimate rim diameter 
reliably. Had been 
attributed to ‘Iron Age
or later’ category by 
ASH, probably on 
account of its 
grittiness. PJA notes, 
however: 'Te 
stratigraphy of layer 
320 suggests that it 
should pre-date the 
1st millennium BC, 
but there are problems
with the recording of 
the sub-area and 
context and it is 
possible that this 
sherd did not come 
from 320 but from a 
later level." Tis rim 
form is known from 
E/MN deep carinated 
jars, usually of 
Hebridean Incised 
ware, but there is no 
decoration on this. 
Te fabric resembles a 
grittier version of that 
seen in the Heb Inc 
pottery from Calanais.
Te eversion of the 
rim is reminiscent of 
that seen on some 
Hebridean Iron Age 
pottery, although it is 
not as markedly 
kinked as the Iron 
Age examples. Found 
4.5.81
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597 80.01
3 AI
001 Prob IA
or later
Indet 1 8 30.5 23.1 11.3 Body N 3 Smoothed E & 
part of 
C 
bright 
brick-
orange; 
rest of 
C dark 
grey; I 
dull 
orange-
brown
None 3 6.2.
2
N 79 Belly sherd, probably 
from fairly large pot of
hard but not gritty 
fabric. Te bright 
colour is unique in the
Calanais assemblage; 
together with the 
other sherds from 
Area A, there are no 
grounds for arguing 
for a pre-Iron Age 
date for this sherd.
598 81.07
0 BII
112 Indet Indet 1 4 20.8 27.4 10.5 Body N 3 E & I sl uneven; 
some bag 
pol
E 
black-
brown; 
C 
black-
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.2.
6
N 79 Small featureless body
sherd from pot with 
hard, non-gritty 
texture. E less 
carefully smoothed 
than is the case with 
the E/MN, LN and 
Chalco/EBA pottery 
from Calanais. Sherd 
too small to be 
diagnostic. Found 
6.5.81
599 80.06
0 BIIISX 
117 Indet; 
post-
EBA, 
possibly 
?post-
Medieva
l
Indet; ?
craggan
1 12 34.0 43.1 8.4 ?upper 
belly 
and 
lower 
nexk
N 3 Uneven E 
& I
E buf; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.4.
2
N 79 Curvature of sherd 
suggests that this is 
the upper belly and 
lower neck area of a 
large, globular-bellied 
pot (est diam at this 
point possibly c 250), 
of hard but not gritty 
fabric. It’s hard to 
reconcile the shape 
with an E/MN or 
Beaker date; it looks 
rather like craggan 
pottery. Found 
15.5.80. Note: BV 
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1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV)’
600 80.06
2 BIV
117 Indet; 
post-
EBA
Indet 1 6 34.4 21.2 7.9* Body N 3a Smoothed; some bag
polish
E light 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.2.
6; 
7.3.
2
N 79 Spall from large pot 
with particularly hard,
virtually inclusion-free
fabric. Harder than 
the E/MN, 
Chalco/EBA and 
EBA pottery from 
Calanais (hence 
ASH’s attribution of 
it to ‘Iron Age or 
later’. Of 
indeterminate date. 
Found 14.5.80. PJA 
comment: Finds Book
has 117 (134) 
meaning pre-peat 
plough soil 117 
amongst line of stones
134’
601 80.11
7 BIV
139 Indet 
but see 
commen
t
Indet 1 10 42.3 24.6 9.7 Body N 4 E uneven;
I 
smoothed;
inclusions 
protrude 
through 
both 
surfaces
E & I 
med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.6.
1
N 79 Featureless body sherd
from large pot with 
hard, gritty fabric. 
Cannot rule out 
possibility that it had 
been a particularly 
hard example of 
E/MN non-corky 
pottery, or of domestic
Beaker, but may well 
be post-EBA. Found 
20.5.80
602 81.38
0 BIVW
859 Indet; ?? ?? dom 1 18 44.5 43.4 11.1 Poss neck
N 3 Slipped 
on E and 
E& C 
blackish
None 2 7.3.
1; 
N 79 Gently curving sherd 
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X Chalco/
EBA
Beaker poss I; v low sheen 
on E prob
due to bag
polish
-brown;
I sl 
grey-
buf
7.11
.5 probably from neck of large pot; diam at this 
point c 210. Hard, 
non-gritty, laminar 
fabric; part of I spalled
of along ring joint 
(which is steep and 
diagonal). Given its 
stratigraphy (see 
below) and the shape 
of the sherd, the least 
unlikely pot type is 
domestic Beaker 
(undecorated), 
although the fabric is 
harder than that seen 
on other Calanais 
Beaker pottery. From 
same pot as Cat. 603–
4 (81.386) and 
probably also Cat. 
Nos.Cat 607–609 
(81.141-906-384). 
Found 21.5.81. PJA 
comment: Context is 
putatively later 
3rd.early 2nd 
millennium façade 
stone socket but 
disturbance in the 
Iron Age cannot be 
ruled out.
603_6
04
81.38
6 BIVWX
859 Indet; ??
Chalco/
EBA
?? dom 
Beaker
2 reftted 13 39.6 33.1 11.0 Neck N 3 Slipped 
on E and 
poss I
E& C 
blackish
-brown;
I sl 
grey-
buf
None 2 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 79 Sherds reftted; 
dimensions and 
weight are for the two 
together. From same 
pot as Cat. NoCat 
602 (81.380)) and 
probably also Cat. 
Nos.Cat 607–609 
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(81.141-906-384). 
Found 21.5.81
605_6
06
81.16
0 BIVSX
813 Indet; ??
Chalco/
EBA
?? dom 
Beaker
2 reftted 9 35.5 28.0 12.0 Body N 3 Smoothed
but 
abraded
E light 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.3.
1; 
7.8.
5
N 79 Reftted body sherds 
from large pot; 
diameter at this point 
may be as large as 
330–350. Each sherd 
broken along ring 
joints at top and 
bottom; narrow rings 
used. E colour 
reminiscent of that 
seen on domestic 
Beaker, although 
cannot rule out an 
earlier or later date. 
Hardness of fabric 
may well be what 
encouraged ASH to 
place this within her 
‘Iron Age or later’ 
category. PJA adds 
'Te fnds Book has 
the context as 812 but 
the nearby entry for 
Find 81.162 was 
immediately corrected
from 812 to 813, and 
81.160 is shown as 
from 813 on Plan 
18/81. 81.160 was 
almost certainly from 
context 813.
607 81.14
1 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 Est 
15
47.4 39.2 10.4 Neck N 3 Smoothed
; E 
probably 
slipped, 
and 
possibly 
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I light 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
-brown 
encr on 
E, 
3 7.8.
3
N 79 One of three reftted 
sherds (Cat. Nos.Cat 
607–609, 81.141-906-
384) from gently 
curving neck of large 
pot, probably a 
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also I. V 
low sheen 
probably 
due to bag
polish
extendi
ng 
across 
parts of 
Cat. 
608 and
609 as 
well as 
part of 
607
domestic Beaker, of 
hard, non-gritty 
fabric. Diameter at 
this point (roughly at 
the bottom of this 
individual sherd) c 
220. Overall size and 
weight of reftted 
sherds: 57.1 x 70.8 x 
10.4, 33g. Weight of 
the individual sherds 
estimated. Reftted 
along joint lines; joint 
between Cat. Nos.Cat
608 and 609 is 
diagonal. Shallow 
fngertip impression 
on E; not decorative 
and probably relates to
manufacture. Part of I
spalled of. Abundant 
tiny mica fecks on E. 
Cat. Nos.Cat 602–
604 are probably from
the same pot. From 
plough soil (141) cut 
into by and covering 
the putative grave 
containing Beaker 
ASH 42. PJA adds: 
‘Context should be 
pre-Iron Age 
although possibly 
afected by late 
disturbance’
608 81.90
6 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 Est 
6
44.5 15.0 11.2 Neck N 3 Smoothed
; E 
probably 
slipped, 
and 
possibly 
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I light 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
-brown 
encr on 
E, 
3 7.8.
3
N 79 One of three reftted 
sherds (Cat. Nos.Cat 
607–609, 81.141-906-
384) from gently 
curving neck of large, 
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also I. V 
low sheen 
probably 
due to bag
polish
extendi
ng 
across 
parts of 
Cat. 
608 and
609 as 
well as 
part of 
607
non-gritty pot, 
probably a domestic 
Beaker, of hard, non-
gritty fabric. See Cat 
607 for further details
609 81.38
4 BVSX 
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 Est 
12
54.3 22.9 9.0 Neck N 3 Smoothed
; E 
probably 
slipped, 
and 
possibly 
also I. V 
low sheen 
probably 
due to bag
polish
E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I light 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
-brown 
encr on 
E, 
extendi
ng 
across 
parts of 
Cat. 
608 and
609 as 
well as 
part of 
607
3 7.8.
3
N 79 One of three reftted 
sherds (Cat. Nos.Cat 
607–609, 81.141-906-
384) from gently 
curving neck of large, 
non-gritty pot, 
probably a domestic 
Beaker, of hard, non-
gritty fabric. See.Cat 
607 for further details
610 81.38
4 BVSX
141 Indet; 
could be
Chalco/
EBA
Indet; 
could be
dom 
Beaker
1 2 18.9 14.4 10.1* Body N 3 E 
smoothed
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 79 Featureless body 
sherd; E spalled of. 
Could be from a 
domestic Beaker (by 
analogy with Cat. 
Nos.Cat 607–609). 
Found 9.5.81 From 
plough soil (141) cut 
into by the putative 
grave containing 
Beaker ASH 42. PJA 
adds: ‘Context should 
be pre-Iron Age 
although possibly 
afected by late 
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disturbance’
611 81.41
6 BVWX 160.3 Indet; could be
Chalco/
EBA
Indet; 
could be
dom 
Beaker
1 4 29.8 14.6 8.2 Body 
(belly)
N 4 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.14
.1
N 79 Belly sherd from 
small, fairly thin-
walled fne-gritty pot; 
diam at this point c 
170. Slightly grittier 
than the grittiest 
defnite domestic 
Beaker from Calanais,
but nevertheless may 
be this type of pottery.
Broken along ring 
joints at top and 
bottom. Another 
sherd from 81.416 is 
from Beaker ASH 38
612 81.416 BVWX 160.3 Indet; could be
Chalco/
EBA
Indet; 
could be
dom 
Beaker
1 5 33.9 17.8 9.2 Body N 4 E pocked 
by 
abrasion; 
E 
smoothed 
but with 
slight 
irreculariti
es; some 
bag pol
E 
pinkish
-light 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
mid 
grey-
brown
Hint of 
tiny 
patch of
v thin 
blackish
encr on 
I at one
end
3 7.14
.1
N 79 Featureless sherd from
pot with fairly hard, 
gritty fabric; diferent 
pot from Cat 611 – 
less gritty. By analogy 
with Cat. 611, could 
possibly be a gritty 
domestic Beaker. 
Another sherd from 
81.416 is from Beaker 
ASH 38
613 Null entry: no pottery 
allocated this number,
by mistake
614_6
15
81.40
3 BVWX
859 Post-
EBA: ?
IA or 
later
Indet; ??
’Plain 
Style’ 
pottery
1 + 1F 19 34.9 58.0 11.5 Body N 3a but 
with a 
few 
small 
corky 
voids
E uneven;
I 
smoother
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
None 3 7.2.
4' 
7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 79 Body sherd, possibly 
from just above (fat) 
base, of large, uneven-
walled coarseware pot,
with very hard but not
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brown gritty fabric. Diameter
at this point: c 250. 
Broken at narrow end 
(= bottom?) along 
joint. Exterior uneven,
with hollows and 
marks of burnt-out 
organics. Cannot be 
accommodated 
comfortably within 
Neolithic, 
Chalcolithic or EBA 
ceramic repertoire at 
Calanais; is 
reminiscent of 1st 
millennium AD, pre-
Viking Plain Style 
pottery from 
Hebrides, although 
sherd too small to be 
diagnostic. PJA adds: 
from socket of facade 
stone
616 80.15
4 DI
315 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 16 56.3 35.6 7.7 Body N 4, with a
few 
corky 
voids
Smoothed
but most 
of E 
rough 
from 
abrasion
E 
black-
brown 
with 
buf 
patch; 
C & I 
dark 
brown 
Patch 
of thin 
black 
encr or 
staining
on one 
survivin
g area 
of E 
3 9.3.
6
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot with fairly hard 
but laminar, gritty 
fabric, comparable to 
the gritty non-corky 
E/MN sherds. 
Lamination may be 
partly due to use of 
pot for cooking, which
would also explain 
buf patches on E. 
Prob same pot as Cat 
620 (81.247) and may 
well be from rounded 
base.
617 80.17 DI 315 ?E/MN Non- 1 8 30.7 20.9 10.8 Body N 4 Smoothed E & C Tin bl 3 9.3. N 79 Belly sherd from a 
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4 corky/ 
Heb Inc
dark 
red-
brown; 
I black 
encr on 
I
6 large pot with hard 
sandy-gritty fabric; 
grittier than most of 
the E/MN Non-corky
sherds and slightly 
grittier than the 
grittiest Heb Inc 
sherds, but could 
belong to either 
category. If latter 
category, would be 
from undecorated part
of pot.
618 80.06
5 DI
318.3 ?E/MN ? Heb Inc
1 16 40.0 34.0 10.4 Body N 4a I poss 
slipped 
but both 
surfaces 
uneven (E
abraded), 
with 
inclusions 
protrudin
g and with
socket for 
burnt-out 
organic 
inclusion 
on E
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.2.
12
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot with hard, very 
gritty fabric; most of 
E abraded of. Grittier
than E/MN non-
corky and Heb Inc 
sherds, but could 
conceivably belong to 
Heb Inc category, as a
particularly hard and 
gritty version; would 
be from undecorated 
part of pot. 
619 80.06
5 DI
318.3 Prob 
E/MN
Prob 
Heb Inc
1 2 16.9 18.7 7.6 Body Y 3 but sl 
soft
Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C & I 
med 
grey-
brown
Hint of 
blackish
staining
on I
3 9.2.
12
N 79 Small sherd from 
thin-walled, fairly fne
pot with shallow 
incised and jabbed 
decoration on E: 2 
incised lines 
converging on oval 
stab-mark. Most likely
to be from fne Heb 
Inc bowl.
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620 81.24
7 DI
360 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 14 54.1 34.2 10.2 Body N 4 with a 
few 
corky 
voids
Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
brown 
& dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish
None 3 9.4.
3
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot with hard, gritty 
fabric; probably same 
pot as Cat. 616 
(80.154) and may well
be from rounded base.
Virtually all of E had 
spalled of.
621 81.24
7 DI
360 ?E/MN Non-corky/H
eb Inc
1 18 42.7 33.8 12.3 Body Prob
N
3 with 
some 
large 
voids& 
numerou
s mica 
fecks
Smoothed E light 
brown 
& buf; 
C dark 
grey; I 
blackish
-brown 
None 3 9.4.
3
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot with hard fabric; 
diam at this point c 
190, but may be from 
low on belly. Several 
irregular-ly shaped 
depressions on E may 
well be void for lithic 
inclusions, rather than
decoration.
622 81.24
6 DI
374 Indet ; ?
Chalco/
EBA or 
later
Indet; ??
dom 
Beaker 
1 + crbs 13 38.0 47.7 8.1 Body (?
base)
N 3 E & I 
prob 
slipped 
but 
uneven
E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
-brown
Patches
of thin 
bl-
brown 
encr on 
E & I
3 9.3.
16
N 79 Large sherd, either 
from wall or possibly 
fat base of large 
cooking pot; fabric 
slightly soft and 
friable. Flatness of E 
suggests that this may 
be from a fat base; if 
it is, then might 
possibly be from 
domestic Beaker, 
although surfaces 
seem a little uneven 
for that; pot may be 
later than that.
623 81.24
6 DI
374 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 21 50.8 40.1 10.2 Body N 1 (corky 
and sl 
gritty)
Smoothed E dark 
brown 
with 
None 3 9.3.
16
N 79 Large belly sherd from
large pot with fairly 
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lighter 
brown 
patches;
C 
blackish
-brown;
I dark 
brown
hard, corky yet slightly
gritty fabric; diameter 
at this point c 220
624 81.24
6 DI
374 ?E/MN Corky 1 10 38.2 27.4 12 Body N 1; hard I smoothed;
E uneven 
as abraded
E 
orange-
buf; C 
dark 
grey; I 
blackish
None 3 9.3.
16
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot; fabric corky but 
harder than ‘standard’ 
E/MN corky pottery. 
At least one possible 
cereal impression in 
core. Tentative ID as 
E/MN 
625 81.24
6 DI
374 ?E/MN Corky 1 1 18.2 12.8 7.7 Body N 1, soft Smoothed E mid grey-
brown; 
C buf; 
I 
reddish
-buf
None 3 9.3.
16
N 79 Small, heavily-
abraded and possibly 
burnt sherd; friable, 
soft, slightly corky 
fabric. May be E/MN 
Corky pottery 
626_6
30
80.03
6 FVIII
613 ?E/MN Non-corky
5 (incl 2 x 
2 reftted)
5 
(3,2,
<1)
32.5 21.7 5.8* Body N 4 Smoothed Blackis
h-
brown 
through
out
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
3 11.8
.1
N 79 Tin spalls (including 
2 x 2 reftted) from 
belly of gritty cooking 
pot; E spalled of. 
Friable. Could be 
E/MN non-corky
631 80.00
1 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN
(slightly
) corky
1 6 26.4 25.7 10.0 Body N 1a Smoothed E buf 
& red-
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
dark 
grey
Microsc
opic 
traces 
of thin 
bl encr 
on I
3 13.2
.1
N 79 Belly sherd, prob from
fairly large pot; 
laminar, minimally 
corky fabric, not very 
hard. E prob burnt 
from use as cooking 
pot. May well be 
E/MN. Context 
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formerly known as 
606
632_6
35
80.00
2 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
?dom 
Beaker
4 (incl 3 
reftted)
6 (6, 
<1)
34.0 30.0 5.3* Body N 3 Smoothed C dark 
brown 
& med 
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
Small 
patches 
of v 
thin bl-
brown 
encr on 
I
3 13.2
.1
N 79 3 sherds reftted; 
dimensions & weight 
based on reftted 
sherds. Spall from 
large pot of fne fabric;
most likely to be 
E/MN but can’t rule 
out possibility of dom 
Beaker
636_6
37
80.00
4 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
?dom 
Beaker
2 4 
(3,1)
23.4 17.1 8.6 Body N 3 Smoothed E & 
part of 
C light 
brown; 
rest of 
C & I 
blackish
Bl encr 
on I
3 13.2
.1
N 79 Belly sherds from 
thin, fairly fne pot; 
could be either E/MN
non-corky or dom 
Beaker. Possibly from 
same pot as Cat. 638 
even though thinner; 
could be from 
diferent part of a 
large pot of variable 
wall thickness
638 80.00
5 G1
1306 E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
?dom 
Beaker
1 9 30.5 30.9 10.9 Body N 3 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude 
through E
E & 
part of 
C light 
brown; 
rest of 
C & I 
blackish
Bl-br 
encr on 
I
3 13.2
.1
N 79 Belly sherd from large 
pot, poss same pot as 
Cat. Nos 636–7, even 
though thicker; may 
be from lower belly. 
Cooking pot.
639 80.00
5 G1
1306 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 15.8 12.4 6.5 Body N 3 Smoothed E light 
brown; 
C & I 
black
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
2 13.2
.1
N 79 From thin fne pot, 
most prob fne Beaker
640 80.00
6 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky 
but see 
1 14 47.6 42.1 8.5 Belly N 3 but 
with a 
few 
Smoothed
; E has 
voids
E light 
to dark 
brown; 
None 3 13.2
.1
N 79 From cluster of 24 
sherds (plus frags and 
crumbs) from 3 or 
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commen
t
corky 
voids
C dark 
grey & 
dark 
reddish
-brown;
I dark 
grey-
brown
more pots, weighing 
126 g overall. Prob 
from bottom of belly 
of large, round-based 
E/MN pot; most of I 
spalled of. Colour 
suggests had been 
used for cooking. 
Hackly fracture. One 
large angular lithic 
inclusion 7.4 x 6.7; 
otherwise a very few 
corky voids, plus 
hollows from burnt-
out grass or similar 
organic material on E.
641_6
48
80.00
6 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky 
8 28 
(7,7,
5,3,3
,2,1,
1)
32.4 17.8 10.2* Body N 3 Smoothed
- I wet-
smoothed 
or slipped 
- but E 
uneven: 
abraded, 
and 
inclusions 
protrude
E light 
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I bl-
brown
Tiny 
patch of
thin bl 
encr on 
I of 1 
sherd
3 13.2
.1
N 79 From cluster of 24 
sherds (plus frags and 
crumbs) from 3 or 
more pots, weighing 
126 g overall. Mostly 
spalls from belly of 
large pot; where both 
surfaces present, T is 
11. Poss >1 pot 
represented. Could be 
E/MN
649_6
70
80.00
6 G1
1306 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky 15S (incl at least 5 
conjoining
), 7F, crbs
84 
(46, 
10,7,
6,5,5
,2,2,
2,<1)
70.0 63.3 13.1* Belly N 4 with a 
few 
corky 
voids
I 
smoothed;
E uneven:
abraded, 
and 
inclusions 
protrude
E light 
brown; 
C & I 
bl-
brown
Bl encr 
on I
3 13.2
.1
N 79 From cluster of 24 
sherds (plus frags and 
crumbs) from 3 or 
more pots, weighing 
126 g overall. 
Conjoining sherds not
reftted so as to avoid 
contaminating them 
for future lipid 
analysis. Dimensions 
and weight given for 
the 5 conjoining 
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sherds overall. Belly 
sherds from large, 
thick-walled cooking 
pot, sl. Friable. Could 
well represent coarse 
end of E/MN non-
corky ceramic 
spectrum
671 81.35
1 HII
730 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 4 21.2 25.8 9.4* Body Poss 3a Smoothed E buf; 
C buf 
& grey-
buf; I 
light 
grey
None 3 12.6
.4
N 79 From fairly fne pot, 
possibly from 
carination area; 
possible decoration = 
shallow incised ‘V’ on 
E. Virtually all of I 
spalled of, leaving 
tiny area of I; much of
E also spalled of, 
along joint. 
672 81.35
1 HII
730 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 2 17.3 19.8 6.2 Prob 
car
N 3 but 
soft
Smoothed E & I 
pale 
buf; C 
buf & 
grey-
buf
None 3 12.6
.4
N 79 Gentle carination plus
adjacent parts of neck 
and upper belly of very
thin, very fne pot, 
prob fne Beaker. Very
sparse sand grain 
inclusions. May well 
be burnt (hence colour
and softness of fabric)
673_6
74
80.01
8 AII
002 Prob 
Medieva
l or later
- 4 (incl 3 
reftted)
12 
(10,2
)
41.9 25.9 8.9* Body N 3a I 
smoothed,
with fne 
wiping 
striations 
C buf 
& light 
grey; I 
mid-
grey
None 3 6.2.
2
N 80 3 sherds are reftted 
(note: unique Cat. No
not here given to each 
sherd); dimensions & 
weight are of reftted 
version. Distinctive 
fabric and colour, not 
exactly matched 
elsewhere in Calanais 
assemblage. Not 
wheel-thrown but 
likely to be Medieval 
or post-Med.
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675 80.02
0 AI
001 Indet; 
prob 
post-
EBA
Indet 1 11 48.1 29.5 6.7 Body N 3a Smoothed Dark 
brown 
through
out, 
with 
blackish
areas on
I
Poss 
that 
blackish
areas on
I could 
be from
staining
from 
pot 
content
s
3 6.2.
2
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from a 
medium-sized, thin-
walled, fne and hard-
textured pot; diam at 
this point est c 180. 
Recent diagonal 
scratch on I. Of 
comparable thickness 
to Beaker but harder; 
most likely to be post-
EBA, possibly 
signifcantly later. 
Found 3.5.80 
676 81.49
3 BIWX
871 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 9 25.2 30.8 12.2 ?Rim N 3 I fairly 
smooth; E
abraded &
uneven
E grey-
buf & 
light 
brown; 
C mid-
grey; I 
light 
brown
None 3 7.18
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Possibly neck and 
rimsherd from large, 
relatively thick-walled 
pot; ERD poss c 210, 
but sherd too small to 
be sure. If it is a neck 
& rimsherd, rim prob 
rounded and gently 
everted. Poss at thick, 
relatively coarse end of
E/MN repertoire. 
PJA 'adds Finds book 
has Area as simply 'B' 
but Area of 871 is 
BIWX.'
677 80.19
2 BI
149 ?
Chalco/
EBA
?fne 
Beaker
1 1 16.3 14.6 5.0* ?Rim N 3 I 
smoothed;
some bag 
pol; E 
spalled of
C & I 
blackish
-brown
None 3 7.2.
9; 
7.6.
8
N 76 
Un
c
Possibly a rim from a 
thin fne Beaker; E 
spalled of and rim top
abraded, but seems to 
be gently squared-of, 
upright or minimally 
everted rim, whose 
top slopes inward.
678 81.45
0 BI
814 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 13 41.5 30.1 9.6 Body; 
poss car
N 2 but 
mica not
v 
abundan
E & I 
slightly 
uneven; 
on I, due 
E & I 
med-
brown 
& grey-
None 2–3 7.8.8
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from 
medium-sized pot 
(diam at this point c 
180); part of E spalled
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t to 
abrasion
brown; 
C dark 
brown 
(obscur
ed by 
sedime
nt)
of, prob along joint 
line. Change of slope 
along one edge of E 
may indicate presence 
of gentle carination, 
but sherd is abraded at
this point. If it is 
carinated, could be 
either E/MN or dom 
Beaker. 
679_6
80
81.44
2 BII
850 ?E/MN Non-
corky
2 reftted 5 26.4 25.1 7.6 Body N 3 E 
abraded; I
partly 
obscured 
by encr, 
but 
smoothed
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown 
with 
light 
brownb
patches
Blackis
h-
brown 
encr on 
I
3 7.10
.5
N 76 
Un
c
2 reftted and heavily-
abraded sherds from 
belly of cooking pot; 
deep hollow on E 
surface of core not 
necessarily the bottom
of a stab impression. 
Could be E/MN
681_6
82
81.41
2 BIII
112 ? E/MN Non-
corky
1 & 1F 3 17.3 16.9 9.8* Body N 4 but 
not very 
hard
E 
abraded; I
smoothed
C buf 
& dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
Tiny 
patch 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd of slightly gritty 
pot; could well be 
E/MN
683 81.45
1 BIII
112 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 18 37.9 28.3 12.6 Body N 3 E 
smoothed:
I has 
hollows 
that may 
have 
resulted 
from 
smoothin
g process 
(dragging 
inclusions 
across 
clay)
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
Imed 
brown, 
reddish
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from fairly
large pot; diam at this 
point c 190. Hard, 
with mica or other 
sparkly fecks on E & 
I. Could poss be 
either E/MN non-
corky or dom Beaker
The pottery assemblage | 746
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
684_6
87
81.45
1 BIII
112 ?E/MN Non-
corky
4 & 1F 5 
(4,1, 
<1 x 
3)
24.4 23.3 9.3* Body N 2 Too 
abraded to
tell
Yellow-
buf 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Burnt and heavily-
abraded sherds; one 
(which conjoins with 
fragment) is a thin 
spall that resembles 
stone, but is probably 
pottery. On largest 
sherd, some sediment 
attaching, and much 
of one surface spalled 
of. Very soft and 
friable. Tis could be 
E/MN non-corky 
pottery but is too 
degraded to be 
certain; unlikely to be 
Beaker. Note: 
fragment not assigned 
a catalogue number.
688 81.42
3 BIV
865 Indet; ??
E/MN
Indet/n
on-
corky
1 7 30.6 25.7 9.0 Body N 3a E & I sl 
uneven
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
black
None 3 7.16
.2
N 76 
Un
c
Markedly hard and 
with very few 
inclusions. Cannot 
rule out possibility 
that it’s non-corky 
E/MN but could be 
post-EBA; unlikely to
be Beaker
689 81.30
6 BIWX
9999 ?E/MN ?corky 1 3 25.2 19.4 6.4* Body N 1 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on 
E either 
deliberate 
or due to 
bag pol
Dark 
greyish 
brown 
throuth
out
None 3 N 76 
Un
c
I spalled of. Some 
large sockets in core 
from where organic 
inclusions have burnt 
out. Could well be 
E/MN
690 80.02
6 BIIISX
112 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky/H
eb Inc
1 3 24.3 19.2 7.1* Body N 4 Smoothed C grey-
brown; 
I med 
brown, 
slightly 
greyish
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Abraded sherd; E 
spalled of. Fabric 
compatible with 
sherds of undecorated 
non-corky E/MN and
with Heb Inc. Note: 
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‘BV 1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV.
691 80.13
0 BIIISX
117 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky/ 
Beaker 
(fne or 
dom)
1 3 19.8 23. 8.6 Neck N 1a Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
buf
None 3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Un
c
Gently curving neck 
sherd ; abrasion along 
lower edge gives the 
impression of the 
presence of a gentle 
carination, although 
there may originally 
have been one. Could 
either be from a fairly 
fne E/MN pot, 
minimally corky, or 
else from a Beaker; in 
terms of thickness and
fabric it would be 
intermediate between 
‘fne’ and ‘domestic’ 
Beaker. Sherds from 
both types of Beaker 
have been found in 
the same layer. Note: 
‘BV 1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
1981 BV.
692 80.13
0 BIIISX
117 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky/d
om 
Beaker
1 6 25.5 23.2 9.9 Prob 
neck
N 3 E & I 
slightly 
uneven
E light 
brown; 
C 
blackish
; I buf
None 3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Un
c
Est diam at this point:
c 210. Could be either
E/MN non-corky or 
dom Beaker Note: 
‘BV 1980 has been 
changed in the report 
to BIIISX to avoid 
confusion with the 
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1981 BV.
693 81.52
4 BV
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 4 24.1 16.9 6.0 Body N 3 but 
slightly 
sandy
Smoothed E 
reddish
-brown;
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from 
small, fne, thin-
walled pot; diam at 
this point 110. From 
fne Beaker.
694 81.41
3 BV 160
?
Chalco/
EBA
?Beaker 1 2 23.5 15.4 5.7 Body N 4 Smooth 
but 
inclusions 
protrude
E light 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
light 
grey
None 3 7.14
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Uncertain whether 
this represents the full
original thickness of 
the sherd; possible 
that the I had spalled 
of. If it is a thin pot, 
then is thin enough to
be fne Beaker but 
fabric is rather gritty 
for that. Identifcation
as Beaker is tentative.
695_6
96
81.42
2 BV 160
Indet; 
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or 
Beaker
2 & crb 3 15.3 17.9 8.0 Body N 1a Sl uneven;
inclusions 
protrude
E & I 
buf; C 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.14
.1
N 76 
Un
c
From thin-walled pot;
either thin E/MN or 
Beaker (prob 
domestic)
697 81.43
8 BVWX 160.3
Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Indet 1 1 17.5 15.0 5.6* Body N 3 Smoothed C grey-
brown 
and 
dark 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.14
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Featureless spall
698 81.43
8 BVWX 160.3
Poss 
Chalco/
EBA
Poss 
Beaker
1 2 17.0 13.2 8.0 Body N 2 Smoothed
; some 
inclusions 
protrude 
through E
E light 
brown; 
Cdark 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 3 7.14
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Small, abraded belly 
sherd from thin-
walled, probably fairly 
small pot, most likely 
Beaker – poss thin 
dom Beaker
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699_7
03
81.37
6 BVSX
812.1 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Indet 4 3 
(1,1, 
<1 x 
2)
21.7 11.6 6.1* Body N 3 Smoothed C mid 
grey; I 
or E 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Featureless spalls. 
Surviving surface of 
largest spall is curving,
but it’s unclear 
whether it’s the I 
surface (eg from a 
belly) or the E (in 
which case it’s from a 
neck). Note: an extra 
catalogue number 
added in error. Note 
(JAS: that note must 
have been added by 
PJA; it’s unclear what 
is meant, as the 
catalogue numbering 
is OK.)
704 81.378 BVSX
812.1 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
fne 
Beaker
1 1 17.8 15.0 5.5 Body N 1a Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C mid 
brown 
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Un
c
From small, very thin-
walled and fne pot. 
Could be very fne 
E/MN but perhaps 
more likely to be fne 
Beaker
705 81.42
8 BVSX
812.1 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 6 32.2 25.7 7.4 Body N 1 Smoothed
but sl 
uneven
E mid-
brown, 
black at
edge 
where 
surface 
abraded
; C 
blackish
; I light 
brown
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from large 
pot. Most of I spalled 
of along near-vertical 
ring joint. Burnt-out 
grass impression on E
706 80.18
1 DI
315 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA 
Prob 
dom 
Beaker 
2 
(reftted) 
& 2F & 2 
crbs
3 28.8 23.7 4.1* Neck N 1a Smoothed E 
blackish
, with 
bl-
brown 
encrusta
tion; 
Fairly 
thick 
black-
brown 
encr on 
E
2 9.3.
6
N 76 
Un
c 
Spalls (of which 2 are 
reftted) from gently-
curving neck of fairly 
large pot, most 
probably domestic 
Beaker; cooking pot. 
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Cmed 
grey & 
med 
brown
Had previously been 
mis-numbered as 
81.121 in Cat. Now 
accidentally given just 
one Cat. No, rather 
than 4. Finds Book 
records this from the 
base of 315.
707_7
08
81.23
4 DI
315 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
?corky 
or dom 
Beaker
2 3 20.7 10.9 9.9* Body N 1 (but 
see 
commen
t)
Smoothed C med 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Small abraded sherd, 
with E spalled of; 
perhaps more likely 
(from fabric) to be 
E/MN than Beaker. 
Although closest in 
fabric type to 1 
(corky), it’s only 
minimally corky. One 
small frag charcoal 
also present and now 
bagged separately 
709 80.12
5 DI
318.3 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or dom 
Beaker
1 8 35.3 27.4 9.2 Body N 2 Smoothed
but E sl 
uneven
E light 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.2.
12
N 76 
Un
c
Belly sherd from large 
pot; diam at this point
c 250. Could be either
E/MN or dom 
Beaker; perhaps more 
likely to be former.
710 81.23
5 DI
320 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 9 34.6 28.8 7.1 Body N 3 Sl uneven 
E & I
E buf 
and 
med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
Blackis
h encr 
on I
3 9.3.
12
N 76 
Un
c
Probably from lower 
part of belly of fairly 
large, round-based 
E/MN cooking pot
711 80.22
2 DI
326 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
2 reftted 7 37.1 29.7 7.8* Body N 3 Smoothed C light 
grey; I 
None 3 9.2. N 76 Un
2 reftted sherds (but 
only given one Cat. 
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med 
grey 13
c No). Large spall from 
belly of fairly large 
pot, most probably 
E/MN round-based 
pot
712 81.25
9 DI
369 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 3 19.1 14.2 11.2 Body N 3 Smoothed
; some bag
pol to I
E 
yellow-
buf; C 
buf & 
light 
grey; I 
blackish
V thin 
bl encr 
on I
3 9.3.
16
N 76 
Un
c
Small sherd from 
cooking pot (with E 
& C burnt); too small 
to be diagnostic, but 
could be either E/MN
or dom Beaker
713 81.25
9 DI
369 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 1 19.9 16.1 5.2* Body N 2 but 
not rich 
in mica
I uneven 
from 
recent 
scratches
Pink-
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
Un
c
Small abraded spall; 
fabric and surface 
fnish suggests more 
likely to be E/MN 
than Beaker
714 81.30
0 DI
376 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or poss 
dom 
Beaker
1 6 25.4 25.2 6.8 Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed
; E has 
harline 
cracking
Elight 
brown 
& light 
grey; C 
light to 
dark 
grey; I 
light to 
dark 
grey-
brown
Small 
patch v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 9.3.
14
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded, 
burnt sherd from 
fairly small pot. 
Broken and abraded 
along ring joint.
715 80.03
2 DII
313 ?E/MN ?corky 1 2 24.9 17.1 7.0* Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
Patch 
of thin 
bl encr 
on I
3 9.3.
4
N 76 
Un
c
Small abraded sherd 
from cooking pot; E 
spalled of. May be 
E/MN
716 81.09
0 DV
344 Prob 
E/MN
corky 1 4 25.8 22.6 6.3* Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed C light 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Un
c
Abraded spall from 
belly of fairly large 
pot; E spalled of. 
May be E/MN
717 81.01 E 1108 Indet; Corky/d 1 5 26.7 22.4 9.5 ?neck N 1 but Smoothed E Bl encr 3 10.3 N 76 Possibly from neck of 
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fnish
Colour Surface
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s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
5 could be
E/MN, 
Chalco/
EBA or 
later
om 
Beaker/
other
minimall
y corky
blackish
; C dark
grey; I 
light 
brown
on E (if
sherd is
neck)
.1 Un
c
fairly large cooking 
pot (diam here c 210);
nost of I spalled of 
and heavily abraded. If
it is a neck sherd, then
is most likely to be 
dom Beaker. NB: 
defnitely from ‘E’, 
even though ASH had
it as ‘F’ in her bag list 
and it appeared as ‘F’ 
in previous version of 
this Cat.
718 81.01
1 HI
707 E/MN Heb Inc 1 6 23.2 31.7 10.7 Car N 4 I 
smoothed;
E abraded
& 
inclusions 
protrude
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Even though most of 
the E has spalled of, 
curvature of E 
indicates that this is a 
ridge-carination and 
inter-ridge hollow 
from a large ridged 
pot, Heb Inc ware. 
Diam at this point c 
260 
719 81.11
7 HI
707 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 5 27.5 17.5 9.0 Body N 2 E & I 
abraded 
and incls 
protrude
E med 
grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
grey-
buf
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd from fairly large 
pot; diam at this point
c 200
720 81.11
8 HI
707 Chalco/
EBA or 
E/MN
Dom 
Beaker 
or corky
1 5 23.0 21.8 9.0 Body N 2 but 
corky 
voids 
fairly 
numerou
s
Smoothed
but 
abraded
E & C 
buf & 
light 
grey, sl 
pinkish;
I med 
and 
dark 
grey-
brown, 
sl 
Band of
thin bl-
brown 
encr on 
I
3 12.4
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd from cooking 
pot, with abundant 
mica. Other sherds 
with abundant mica 
tend to be from 
Beakers, so it is most 
likely that this is a 
domestic Beaker, 
although an E/MN 
date cannot be ruled 
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H
Description & 
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pinkish out
721 81.06
3 HI
707 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 2 17.0 17.9 7.0* Body N 4 Incls 
protrude
C mid 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded spall 
from gritty pot; could 
well be E/MN
722 81.15
9 HI
743 Prob 
E/MN 
Heb Inc 1 5 27.3 18.9 10.0 Body Poss 2 Incls 
protrude 
E light 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
brown; 
I 
reddish
-buf
None 3 12.1
0.4
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd with hint of one
or more very shallow 
diagonal incised line 
on E, so likely to be 
Heb Inc
723 81.02
0 HII
708 Indet; ?
E/MN
Corky 1 4 22.3 16.3 9.6 Body N 3 Abraded Mid-
brown 
through
out
None 3 12.2
.8
N 76 
Un
c
Featureless, heavily 
abraded sherd; large 
parts of E 
spalled/abraded away, 
and has deep sockets 
from where lithic 
inclusions have fallen 
out. Could possibly be
at coarse end of 
E/MN spectrum
724 81.03
9 HII
712 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky/f
ne Heb 
Inc or 
fne 
Beaker
1 2 14.3 19.0 5.5 Body N 3 Smoothed
; E & I 
pol to low 
sheen
E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C grey-
brown
Patches
of thin 
bl encr 
on E
2 12.3
.3
N 76 
Un
c
From thin, fne pot, 
either E/MN fneware
(which could be 
undecorated or fne 
Heb Inc: cf. ASH 32–
35) or fne Beaker
725 81.07
6 HII
728 Prob 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 2 18.9 18.1 8.3 Body N 2 Had been 
smoothed;
abraded
Dark 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 12.5
.2
N 76 
Un
c
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd; most of E & I 
abraded of. Most 
likely to be E/MN
726 80.05
0
BI 107 Prob 
E/MN 
Corky 1 2 20.1 18.1 6.7 Body N 1 Smoothed C mid 
to dark 
grey; I 
dark 
None 3 7.2.
2
N 76 
Un
c ?
Abraded spall (E 
spalled of) from fairly
fne pot; could well be 
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s 
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brown EN E/MN. PJA adds, ‘In 
area of 120, enclosure’
Found 13.5.80 
727_7
28 80.057
BIN 130.1 E/MN Non-corky
2 5 
(4,1)
29.4 19.4 7.3 Body N 2 but 
mica not
v 
abundan
t
Smoothed
; E 
slightly 
pocked 
from loss 
of 
inclusions
E light 
brown, 
sl pink-
grey; C 
light to 
dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey
Patches
of v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
2 7.10
.2, 
7.5.
11
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Belly sherd from fairly
thin-walled, fne 
cooking pot Found 
10.5.80
729 80.13
8
BIN 131 E/MN Corky 1 9 33.6 25.7 11.1 Body N 1 but minimall
y corky
Smoothed
; E pol to 
low to 
med sheen
E med 
to dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
Patch 
of thin 
bl encr 
on E
3 7.7.
1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Belly sherd from fairly
thick-walled but fne 
pot with polished, 
micaceous E; most 
likely to be from a 
fne, E/MN round-
based pot. Minimally 
corky. One fairly deep
oval socket on E may 
be from burnt-out 
seed (prob not cereal 
grain); second, 
shallower oval 
depression on E. 
Found 22.5.80
730 80.13
8
BIN 131 E/MN 
or poss 
Chalco/
EBA 
Corky 
or poss 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 16.6 16.3 4.9* Prob 
neck & 
carinati
on or 
rim 
N 2 but sl 
soft
Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 7.7.
1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Small sherd from 
thin-walled, fairly fne
pot despite presence 
of a couple of 
relatively large lithic 
inclusions. Hard to 
identify confdently 
due to absence of 
most of I, spalled of 
and heavily abraded; 
there is just a tiny 
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H
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patch of what could be
the I surface, and if it 
is, this suggests that 
the sherd is more 
likely to be from the 
neck and rim (in 
which case it would be
an E/MN fne pot, 
with an upright, 
outward-sloping rim) 
than the neck and 
gentle carination (of 
an E/MN pot or a 
fne Beaker). One 
other possibility – less 
likely – is that it is 
from an E/MN rim 
fange. On balance, it 
seems most likely that 
this is of E/MN date, 
as ASH had 
suggested. Found 
21.5.80 See also Cat. 
729 for comment 
from PJA regarding 
context. 
731 80.13
9
BII 123 E/MN 
or poss 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or poss 
dom 
Beaker
1 3 28.9 24.6 6.0 ?neck N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed
(but sl 
undulatin
g E) & 
prob pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E, but 
also some 
bag pol on
E & I
E 
blackish
-brown;
C med 
grey-
brown
Small 
patches 
thin bl-
brown 
encr on 
E
2 7.16
.6
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Spall (with I spalled 
of), prob from neck 
of large pot (diam at 
this point est c 230); 
could well be a fne 
E/MN pot. Cannot 
rule out the possibility
that it is from a fairly 
fnely fnished 
domestic Beaker. 
Found 21.5.80
732 80.13
9
BII 123 Chalco/
EBA 
or ?
Beaker 
or ? 
non-
1 4 25.6 24.8 6.1 Body N 1a Smoothed
but E sl 
rough
E & I 
dark 
grey-
None 3 7.16
.6
N 76 
Un
c ?
Puzzling as E is fat 
whereas I is slightly 
curved; might be from
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s 
Wea
r
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H
Description & 
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E/MN corky brown; C dark 
grey 
(conceal
ed by 
sedime
nt)
EN a base of a thin but not especiallyfne 
Beaker. Fabric and 
fnish comparable 
with that seen on 
E/MN sherds, but 
curvature is hard to 
reconcile with an 
E/MN date. Found 
21.5.80
733_7
34
81.43
5
BIV 877 ?E/MN 
and ?
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
and ?
dom 
Beaker
2 9 (4, 
4)
26.3 21.8 6.8 Body N 2 Smoothed
but 
abraded 
and 
inclusions 
protrude
E & C 
buf; I 
sl 
reddish
-buf
None 3 7.16
.1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Not certain whether 
both sherds are from 
same pot, but both are
probably burnt. One 
sherd narrows 
markedly, as if had 
been just above base 
of a fat-based pot (in 
which case it would be
a dom Beaker). Both 
are too small to be 
diagnostic Found 
27.5.81
735 81.45
4
BIVW
X
885 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 3 21.3 16.4 8.4 Body N 3 Smoothed
; low 
sheen on I
relates to 
labelling 
of sherd
E buf; 
C buf 
& light 
grey; I 
light 
brown
None 3 7.15
.9
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Small abraded sherd 
from fairly fne pot, 
lighter in colour than 
most of the E/MN 
and Beaker pottery; 
could be from a fairly 
fne E/MN pot or a 
relatively fne 
domestic Beaker. 
Found 3.6.81 
736 81.45
4
BIVW
X
885 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 13.5 13.7 6.9 Body N 3 Smoothed E light 
reddish
-brown;
C light 
grey; I 
light 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.15
.9
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Small sherd from thin 
fne pot, most likely to
be fne Beaker. Like 
Cat. 735, paler than 
most E/MN and 
Beaker pottery but not
necessarily burnt. 
Found 3.6.81
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737 81.19
0
BV 810 E/MN Corky 1 2 21.3 12.2 8.6 Prob rim 
N 1 but 
minimall
y corky, 
and soft
Smoothed E light 
orange-
brown; 
C buf 
& light 
grey; I 
light 
grey
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Burnt sherd, broken 
and abraded along 
ring joint and with 
most of E 
spalled/abraded of. 
Probably from a rim 
(in which case it 
would have been 
rounded and 
minimally everted) but
the presence of a 
hollow along its top 
suggests that the sherd
had extended further 
than its present limit
738_7
40
80.06
4 FV
615 Poss 
E/MN
Non-
corky
2 & 1F 7 27.0 29.0 11.2* Body N 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C light 
brown 
& dark 
grey
None 3 11.8
.1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
Could be from large 
E/MN pot; I spalled 
of and abraded. 
Abrasion to ring joint 
along one edge gives 
the false impression of
the presence of a 
carination. Found 
15.5.80
741_7
42
80.06
4 FV
615 Poss 
E/MN
Non-
corky
2 3 
(2,1)
27.0 29.0 11.2 Body N 3 Smoothed
but incls 
protrude 
through I
E & I 
med 
grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey 
None 3 11.8
.1
N 76 
Un
c ?
EN
From thin, fne, 
probably large pot; 
fabric slightly laminar,
with part of the I 
having spalled of 
since excavation. 
Could be E/MN but 
too small to be 
diagnostic. Found 
15.5.80
743 80.22
3 AI
001 ?
Chalco/
EBA or 
post-
?fne 
Beaker 
or indet
1 3 20.6 17.8 7.1 Body N 3a Smoothed E med 
brown 
with 
thin 
black 
Tin 
black 
stain in 
band 
across 
3 6.2.
2
N 76 
Un
c (? 
fne
Bkr
Small sherd from thin,
fne, prob fairly large 
pot. While this could 
be a fne (or fne 
domestic) Beaker, the 
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Wea
r
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H
Description & 
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EBA stain; C& I 
mid-
brown 
and 
grey-
brown
E ) other pottery from 
Area A looks to be 
post-EBA, so the 
possibility that this, 
too, is relatively late 
must be borne in 
mind
744 81.16
2 BV
813 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 3 15.1 22.5 6.0 Neck N 3 Smoothed
; E may 
have been 
pol to low 
or med 
sheen, but
there is 
extensive 
bag polish
E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
brown; 
I med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
5
N 76 
Un
c (? 
fne
Bkr
)
Neck sherd from thin,
fne, fairly small pot; 
diam at this point may
be c 160. Most likely 
to be fne Beaker, 
although can’t rule out
possibility that it’s 
from a very fne 
E/MN pot (cf ASH 
32–35). Very similar 
to Cat. 747 Found 
13.5.81
745 81.448 BV
812 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 2 17.3 14.5 6.1 Body N 3 Smoothed E dark grey-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.2
N 76 
Un
c (? 
fne
Bkr
)
Small, very abraded 
sherd (with most of I 
spalled/abraded of) 
from thin fne pot, 
most probably fne 
Beaker. ASH had 
divided the contents 
of the 81.448 bag, 
putting one sherd in 
with 39 (because it 
clearly belongs to that 
pot) and leaving the 
other sherd and frag 
in her ‘Unclassifed 
(fne Beaker?) 
category Found 
14.5.81
746 81.448 BV
812 E/MN Heb Inc 1F 1 9.3 7.5 5.9* Rim Y 3 Smoothed E light brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.2
Y 76 
Un
c (? 
Fragment of rim of 
thin fne pot, 
originally suspected to
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r
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H
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fne
Bkr
)
be Beaker but actually 
more likely to be the 
tip of an E/MN rim 
fange, with incised 
diagonal lines on its 
top. Friable Found 
14.5.81
747 81.67
6
BIII 9999 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 2 18.5 19.0 5.9 Neck N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed
; E prob 
pol to low 
sheen but 
extensive 
bag pol 
E 
black-
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 3 N 76 
Un
c (? 
fne
Bkr
)
Curving neck sherd 
from thin fne Beaker;
diam at this point c 
150. Broken along 
ring joints at top and 
bottom, showing use 
of narrow ring/strap. 
Very similar to Cat. 
744. Found 29.5.81
748 80.12
1 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 2 17.5 17.7 7.2 Neck N 3 Smoothed
; poss pol 
to low 
sheen E 
& I
Ereddis
h-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
N 76 
Un
c (? 
fne
Bkr
)
Small neck sherd from
thin fne Beaker. 
Virtually free of 
inclusions but one 
large angular inclusion
projects from core.
749 80.01
2 AI
001 Post 
EBA 
and 
could be
Medieva
l or later
Indet 1 6 25.4 20.0 10.6 Body N 3 E has 
trace of 
surface 
covering 
that looks 
like 
abraded 
glaze; I sl 
uneven
E dark 
brown 
with 
black 
coating;
C & I 
orange-
buf
Glaze-
like 
material
on E; is
not 
organic 
residue
3 6.2.
2
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Small, abraded belly 
sherd; diam at this 
point c 170. Te 
external coating and 
the texture is not 
characteristic for 
domestic Beaker, and 
since the other pottery
from Area A looks to 
be post-EBA and 
possibly relatively 
recent, this may well 
be too. Not wheel-
thrown. Found 1.5.80
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750_7
51
81.39
2 BVSX
141 Poss 
Chalco/
EBA 
orE/M
N 
Dom 
Beaker 
or corky
2 10 
(9,1)
32.1 32.6 11.5* Body N 1 Smoothed
but E 
pocked by
corky 
voids
E med 
brown; 
C light 
grey
None 3 7.8.
3
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Either neck of large 
domestic Beaker or 
belly of E/MN pot; 
given that both fne 
(ASH 39) and dom 
(ASH 79) Beaker 
have come from the 
same context, it’s quite
possible that this is a 
dom Beaker. If it is a 
neck, diam at this 
point c 200. I spalled 
of and abraded. 
Found 1.5.81 Note 
from ASH in bag says
‘Beaker sherd of B3 
with these’ – but this 
probably refers to the 
sherd from ASH 39 
that shares the same 
Small Find No.
752_7
55
81.39
2 BVSX
141 ?
Chalco/
EBA 
or ?
post-
EBA – 
poss 1st 
millenni
um AD?
Dom 
Beaker 
or much
later pot
type
4 (incl 2 
reftted)
9 (7, 
1,1)
28.3 25.4 11.9 Body N 2 Smoothed
(but I 
rough); E 
poss pol 
to low 
sheen but 
also bag 
pol
E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
3
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
From very large pot; 
diam at this point 
could be as large as c 
320. Distinctive 
tongue and groove 
ring joint shown by 
socket for missing 
ring. (Sherd had split 
vertically from the top
of this joint, and had 
been reftted.) Tis is 
a technique NOT 
seen in the other 
Calanais Beaker 
pottery but IS known 
from much later, post-
Roman Iron Age 
‘Plain Style’ 
Hebridean pottery. 
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However, given the 
presence of fne and 
domestic Beaker 
pottery in this context,
the possibility that 
this is a domestic 
Beaker cannot be 
ruled out. From same 
pot as Cat. 756 and 
Cat. 759–761 Bag 
says 1.5.80 as fnd 
date but this is a 1981 
fnd; no date for it in 
Finds Book but fnds 
entered near to it in 
the Finds Book range 
in date from 9 to 25 
May 1981
756_7
57
81.42
5 BVSX
812.1 ?
Chalco/
EBA or 
post-
EBA – 
poss 1st 
millenni
um AD?
Dom 
Beaker 
or much
later pot
type
1 14 37.2 34.5 11.4 Body N 2 E 
smoothed 
and pol to
low sheen;
I rough
E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
From same pot as Cat.
752–755 and 759–761
. Had split vertically 
and been reftted. Not
a tongue-and-groove 
joint but clearly from 
the same pot
758 81.61
6 BV 160
?
Chalco/
EBA
?dom 
Beaker
1 6 26.2 21.7 9.0 Body N 1a Smoothed
but some 
inclusions 
protrude
E med 
to dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 7.14
.1
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Body sherd, fat on E 
and slightly curving 
on I. Might be from a 
fat base but too small 
to be diagnostic. 
Could be dom Beaker;
can’t rule out 
possibility of a later 
date
759_7
61
81.23
8 DI
369 ?
Chalco/
EBA or 
Dom 
Beaker 
or much
later pot
3 10 
(8,1,
1)
31.0 25.4 10.1 ?Neck 
& body
N 1 E 
smoothed 
and poss 
pol to low 
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
med 
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
Un
c (? 
May well be from 
same pot as Cat. 752–
757, but from 
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post-
EBA – 
poss 1st 
millenni
um AD?
type sheen; I 
rough
grey-
brown domB
kr)
narrower part of pot; 
est diam at this point 
c 270. Smallest sherd 
has broken along joint
line, leaving narrow 
hollow as if from tip 
of tongue-and-groove 
joint
762_7
64
81.23
8 DI
369 Indet Indet 2 & 1 F &
crbs
5 
(4,1, 
<1)
26.3 17.9 11.0* Body N 1a but 
soft
I abraded CBuf-
light 
brown 
through
out
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Featureless body 
sherds, burnt; soft and
friable. Impossible to 
identify as to date.
765 81.25
5 DI
376 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 6 25.6 21.1 10.5 Body N 2 Smoothed E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C & I 
pinkish
-brown
None 3 9.3.
14
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Belly sherd, broken 
along joint line; diam 
at this point c 200. 
Could well be dom 
Beaker
766 81.25
5 DI
376 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA 
Corky 
or dom 
Beaker 
1 4 24.1 22.2 9.9* Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed C med 
grey; I 
blackish
Tin 
black 
encr on 
I
3 9.3.
14
N 76 
Un
c (? 
do
mB
kr)
Abraded spall from 
belly (E spalled of) of
cooking pot. AS 
likely, if not more so, 
to be E/MN than 
dom Beaker
767 81.46
1 BI
100 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or dom 
Beaker
1 3 18.6 15.9 9.7 Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed Light 
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
4
N 76 
Crb Minimally corky, and with one large buf 
fne-grained inclusion 
5 x 4.5
769_7
70
81.63
6
BI 107/10
0
Prob 
E/MN
corky 2 2 (2, 
<1)
21.8 16.2 9.3* Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed C buf 
& mid-
grey; I 
mid 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.2.
2
N 76 
Crb
Spall from belly of pot
with laminar, 
minimally-corky 
fabric; not certain 
whether second sherd 
if from same pot. 
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No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
Laminar like E/MN 
sherd Cat. 55 (ASH 
11)
771 80.14
5 BIII
142 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 15.9 13.8 5.6 Neck N 3 Smoothed E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.10
.8
N 76 
Crb
Small neck sherd from
fne Beaker; probably 
a fairly small pot, but 
sherd too small to 
estimate diameter. 
One frag charcoal in 
bag; now bagged 
separately. Found 
23.5.80. PJA adds 
'Finds Book does not 
record Area but it 
must be BIII.'
772_7
77
80.05
2 BI
112 Indet; ?
E/MN
Non-
corky
4 (incl 2 
reftted)&
2F
1 (1, 
<1 x 
5)
15.8 13.8 4.8** Body N 1a Smoothed E 
Blackis
h-
brown; 
C dark 
grey & 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb From fne but laminarpot; could well be 
E/MN. Short linear 
socket for bunt-out 
organic on 1 sherd 
should not be 
confused with 
decoration
778_7
80
80.05
3 BI
112 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1& 2F & 
crbs
2 (2; 
rest 
<1)
15.7 17.6 8.1 Body N 3 but 
soft as 
burnt
Abraded E buf; 
C light 
to med 
grey
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb
Very soft & friable; 
burnt. Most likely to 
be E/MN but too 
degraded to be 
diagnostic. Note: 2 of 
the crumbs are 
actually fragment-
sized (ie >5mm) but 
not given Cat. Nos of 
their own.
781_7
83
80.16
7 BI
165 Prob 
E/MN 
Corky 2 & 1F & 
1 crb
2 
(1,1,
<1)
16.9 17.0 6.2* Body N 1 Smoothed
(but 
pitted)
C med 
grey-
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 2 7.4.
17
N 76 
Crb
Spalls from pot with 
laminar fabric, most 
likely to be E/MN. 
Found 24.5.80
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Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
784 81.16
4 BI
810.1 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 4 24.6 22.7 6.7* Body N 1a Smoothed
; low 
polish on 
parts of I 
prob due 
to bag pol
Clight 
brown; 
I 
blackish
Patch 
of v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 7.12
.2
N 76 
Crb Abraded belly spall from cooking pot. 
Found 13.5.81
785 81.30
9 BIWX
852 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 18.4 17.7 6.4* Body Y 3 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.5.
2
N 76 
Crb
Spall, probably from 
fairly large pot, with 
laminar fabric; may 
have broken along 
ring joint. One 
shallow linear incision
on E; horizontal if, as 
suspected, sherd had 
broken at top along 
ring joint.
786 81.41
7 BIWX
852 E/MN Corky 1 3 26.3 22.8 8.5 Body N 1 Smoothed; some bag
pol
E dark 
brown; 
C as E, 
and 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
None 3 7.5.
2
N 76 
Crb Belly sherd One natural pebble present.
Original fnd bag 
labelled ‘fnd No 4’.
787_7
89
81.61
7 BIWX
855 E/MN Corky 3 2 
(1,1, 
<1)
15.0 15.1 6.8 Body N 1 Smoothed
but pitted
E & I 
med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.5.
2
N 76 
Crb From thin, fne corky pot of laminar fabric; 
friable. Found 
22.5.81. ‘Find No 10’
790_7
93
81.46
5 BIWX
855 E/MN Corky 2 reftted & 2F & 
crb
1 (1, 
<1)
20.5 15.2 5.2* Body N 1 Smoothed
but pitted 
& 
inclusions 
protrude
 C dark 
grey, I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 7.5.
2
N 76 
Crb
Spalls from fne corky 
pot with fairly 
abundant mica fecks 
and laminar fabric. 
Dimensions and 
weight are those of 
reftted sherds. Bag 
says ‘slot fll’. Found 
26.5.81
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H
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794_7
95
81.07
2 BIWX
117 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
?corky 
or 
Beaker
2 <1 
(<1 x
2)
10.4 8.0 3.9 Body N 1a, soft Smoothed B buf 
through
out 
None 3 7.4.
7
N 76 
Crb
Two small, abraded 
sherds, too small to be
diagnostic but could 
be either E/MN or 
Beaker. 
796 81.08
8 BISX
107 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or dom 
Beaker
1 2 17.1 18.2 7.6* Body N 1 but 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed C mid 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 3 7.2.
2
N 76 
Crb Belly sherd, prob fromsmall pot; E spalled 
of. 
797_8
01
81.38
8 BIN
131 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
?corky 
or ?fne 
Beaker
5 4 
(1,1,
1,<1 
x 2)
15.7 13.5 7.1* Body N 1a Smoothed
but 
abraded
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.7.
1
N 76 
Crb
Abraded spalls; could 
be either E/MN or 
Beaker. Note: one 
piece (shiny, with 
black mineral 
fragments) might be 
rotten stone rather 
than pottery. Area 
given as BII on 
original fnd bag. 
Found 13.5.81
802 81.19
2 BII
112 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 4 27.8 6.3 9.7 Body N 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C & I 
blackish
, with 
light 
brown 
patch 
on I
Tin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb Belly sherd from fairlysmall pot; diam at this
point c 160. Hard 
fabric. Found 16.5.81
803 81.41
9 BII
112 Indet Indet 1 <1 9.2 8.1 4.2** ?body N Indet None 
visible
Med 
brown
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb Not defnitely pottery;from context that had 
produced charcoal 
(including from this 
small fnd no: 2 pieces
now removed from 
the pottery bag). If it 
is pottery, it’s so 
abraded that it’s 
impossible to say 
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H
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anything about it.
804 81.45
3 BII
112 Indet Indet 1 <1 12.4 7.9 2.7** Body N 1a? No 
surface 
present
Mid 
brown, 
greyish 
in 
places
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb Small, abraded spall; wholly undiagnostic. 2
frags charcoal also in 
bag, now bagged 
separately. Found 
28.5.81
805_8
07
81.06
9 BII
112 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
3 2 
(1,1,
<1)
18.6 10.7 5.3* Body N 3 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown 
(on 
sherd 
with 
both 
surfaces
), C 
dark 
grey
None 2 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb
From thin-walled, 
fne pot; too small to 
be diagnostic. Found 
6.5.81
808 81.08
4 BII
117 ?E/MN ?non-
corky
1 2 18.1 18.5 7.7 Body N 2 I abraded C light 
grey & 
buf; I 
light 
grey
None 3 7.4.
10
N 76 
Crb Heavily abraded spall, burnt; could be 
E/MN but impossible
to be sure
809 81.31
1 BII
130 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 2 19.6 14.0 7.0* Body N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica
Smoothed C dark 
red-
brown 
& mid-
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 7.10
.7
N 76 
Crb
Abraded spall, stone-
like; indet but could 
possibly be E/MN. 
Found 16.5.81
810_8
12
81.05
5 BII
803 ?E/MN Non-
corky
3 <1 
(<1 x
2)
12.5 9.8 3.1* Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 2 7.10
.5
N 76 
Crb
3 small spalls from 
laminar-fabric pot; 
could be E/MN but 
too small to be 
diagnostic. Found 
4.5.81
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813 81.44
1 BII
860 Indet Indet 1 <1 12.5 7.4 4.7 Body; ?
?rim
N Indet Obscured 
by 
abrasion 
& 
sediment
E & I 
buf; C 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.10
.7
N 76 
Crb Heavily abraded piece;either a rim (rounded, 
everted) from an 
exceptionally thin pot 
or possibly a piece of 
soft stone. Indet. 
Found 21.5.81
814_8
16
80.16
5 BIII
112 ?
Chalco/
EBA
?Fine 
Beaker
3 reftted 1 15.8 8.2 4.7 Prob 
neck
N 3 Smoothed E 
reddish
-brown;
C mid 
grey; I 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb
Small sherd, probably 
from neck of thin fne 
Beaker; laminar fabric.
One sherd; had split 
into 3 spalls and now 
reftted. Found 
27.6.80
817_8
26
81.46
0 BIII
112 E/MN ?Heb 
Inc
4S, 6F, 
crbs
3 (1, 
<1 x 
9)
15.0 11.5 5.2* Body; 
carinati
on
N 2 but 
not 
mica-
rich
Obscured 
by 
abrasion
E buf; 
C light 
grey
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb Small, mostly featureless spalls. 
Largest has curving E 
and fairly sharp 
carination: from 
carinated bowl or jar 
(or, less likely, ridged 
jar).Too small and 
degraded to be 
diagnostic. One piece 
of charcoal had also 
been in the bag; now 
separated out. Found 
1.6.81
827 81.56
6 BIII
112 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 1 12.6 11.3 5.4* Body N 1a Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude
Mid 
grey-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.2.
6
N 76 
Crb Heavily abraded spall (E spalled of); could 
be from E/MN but 
too small to be 
diagnostic. Found 
13.5.81
828 80.05
5 BIII
121 Poss 
Chalco/
EBA
Poss 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 11.8 15.2 5* Body N 3 Smoothed
; sheen on
I is from 
C dark 
greyish 
brown; 
None 3 7.4.
11
N 76 
Crb
Small, heavily-
abraded sherd from 
thin fne pot, possibly 
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Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
applicatio
n of label
I 
blackish
fne Beaker. Found 
10.5.80
829_8
31
80.17
7 BIII
142 ?E/MN 
or ??
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
??dom 
Beaker
3 2 
(1,1,
1)
15.3 11.6 4.9* Body N 3 Smoothed Variabl
e 
betwee
n the 
sherds; 
measure
d sherd:
C med 
brown; 
I black-
brown
Patches
of very 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 7.10
.8
N 76 
Crb
Two abraded spalls 
and sherd with both 
surfaces, not 
necessarily from same 
pot. Too small to be 
diagnostic. Found 
23.5.80
832 81.08
5 BIII
142 Indet Indet 1 1 13.7 10.9 6.7 Body N 1a but 
no mica 
and soft
Abraded E & I 
light 
orange-
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.10
.8
N 76 
Crb
Small, heavily-
abraded soft sherd, 
probably burnt, from 
thin, fairly fne pot. 
Too abraded to be 
diagnostic. Found 
7.5.81
833_8
35
80.11
8 BIV
134 ?E/MN Non-
corky
3 incl 2 
conjoining
3 
(2,1,
<1)
18.4 18.1 7.0* Body N 2 but 
not 
mica-
rich
Smoothed Dark 
greyish 
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Crb
From laminar, friable 
pot; largest sherd is 
from belly, with 
gently-curving E. 
Could be E/MN. 
Found 19.5.80
836_8
40
80.12
7 BIV
139 ?E/MN ?corky 4 + 1F +crb
5 
(3,1,
<1 x 
3)
19.7 14.7 8.7* Body N 1 & 2 Smoothed C grey-
buf; I 
purplish
-brown
None 3 7.6.
1
N 76 
Crb
Found 15.5.81. Bag 
says ‘Pot from Mark’s 
box S. side ditch’. 
From more than one 
pot; one sherd is thin 
(7.1). Largest sherd is 
of fabric 2
841 81.48
5 BIVWX
889 ?E/MN 
or ??
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 1 17.5 11.5 8.0 Body N 2 but 
not 
mica-
rich
Obscured 
by 
sediment 
& 
abrasion
E light 
reddish
-brown 
with 
creamy 
sedime
nt; C 
None 3 7.15
.11
N 76 
Crb Small burnt sherd from fairly thin pot. 
Creamy-coloured 
sediment adhering to 
E is probably related 
to burning of sherd. 
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s 
Wea
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Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
dark 
grey & 
bright 
orange; 
I buf
Soft. Too small and 
abraded to be 
diagnostic.
842_8
44
81.45
8 BIVWX
887 E/MN corky 3 cj 3 (2, 1, 
<0.5)
24.4 20.8 5.2 Body N 1 but 
soft and 
minimall
y corky
Smoothed
but pitted
E light 
brown; 
C + I 
dark 
grey
None 3 7.15
.5
N 76 
Crb
Heavily abraded and 
possibly scorched belly
sherd; the 3 pieces 
conjoin but have not 
been reftted. Soft and
friable. Found 1.6.81. 
845 80.06
3 BIIISX
116 E/MN Heb Inc 1 2 19.7 14.4 7.2 Body Y 3a Smoothed E grey-
brown; 
C med 
grey
None 3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Crb Spall from hard, probably fairly large 
pot, broken along 
joint line; very faint 
incised line, prob 
horizontal, only visible
under raking light. 
PJA adds: context 
given as 117/116 in 
Finds list. 116 is a 
mass of head-sized 
stones and 117 is the 
soil which overlies and
flls it in BIII south 
extension, the small 
trench which cuts 
across the East Row 
near Stone 31. Found 
14.5.80 PJA adds, 
‘from 117 amongst 
116 head-sized stones’
846 80.06
1 BV
117 Prob 
Chalco Beaker, Early 
Internat
ional
1 1 10.2 9.7 7.0 Car Y 3 Smoothed E & I 
mid-
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Crb NB Belongs to ASH 38 (Cat. Nos 347–
349, 351–352), AOC 
Beaker, and is now 
stored with ASH 38. 
Decoration: 
horizontal lines of 
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faint twisted cord on 
carination; one line 
slightly smudged. 
Found 15.3.80
847_8
55
80.06
1 BV
117 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
?dom 
Beaker
4 & 5F 2 (1, 
1, <1
x 7)
14.1 10.1 6.7* Body N 
(one
has ?
deco
)
3 Smoothed E or I 
dark 
grey-
brown 
(light 
brown 
on one 
sherd); 
C dark 
grey
None 2 7.4.
2
N 76 
Crb
Spalls, indeterminate. 
One has parts of 2 
depressions that may 
represent stab/incised 
decoration; too 
truncated to be sure. 
Found 15.3.80
856 80.07
0 BIIISX
139 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 1 15.4 17.3 8.0* Body N 3 Smoothed C light 
orange-
brown; 
I 
blackish
Black 
encr on 
I
3 7.4.
2
N 76 
Crb Spall from belly of cooking pot; could 
well be E/MN. One 
frag charcoal in bag; 
now bagged separately
(but mislaid). Found 
16.5.80 PJA adds, 
‘Not ascribed to 139 
in Finds Book but to 
M.H.B. 117; meaning
of M.H.B unknown'
857_8
61
81.60
6 BV
837 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 5 1 (all
<1)
16.0 8.5 5.8* Body Y (1 
sher
d)
3 Smoothed E mid 
brown; 
C mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.19
.3
N 76 
Crb PART OF BEAKER ASH 48: all spalls, but
one has faint shell-
edge impression of the
type seen only on 
ASH 48. Stored with 
the sherds from ASH 
48. Frags of charcoal 
in bag are now stored 
separately. Found 
14.5.81
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862 81.43
0 BV
874 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker 
(fne or 
dom)
1 1 13.4 12.3 8.1 Body N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C med 
grey
None 3 7.13
.2
N 76 
Crb Small abraded body sherd from fairly thin, 
fairly fne pot; may 
well be Beaker but 
cannot rule out 
possibility of E/MN 
non-corky. Found 
23.5.81
863_8
64
81.61
8 BVWX
859 Indet Indet 2F & crb <1 
(<1 x
2)
9.0 6.5 4.8** Body N 3 but 
soft
None 
visible
Bright 
orange-
brown 
through
out
None 3 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 76 
Crb Burnt and heavily-abraded fragments, 
wholly undiagnostic. 
Insofar as some of the 
E/MN pottery has 
been burnt, an E/MN 
date cannot be ruled 
out. Found 20.1.81
865_8
67
81.61
8 BVWX
859 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
3F & crb <1 
(<1 x
3)
9.0 6.2 2.5* Body N 3 Smoothed One 
buf 
through
out; 
onehas 
buf C 
and 
light 
grey-
brown 
E or I; 
one is 
med 
grey 
through
out
None 2,3 7.3.
1; 
7.11
.5
N 76 
Crb Featureless spalls; could be E/MN or 
Beaker but too small 
to be diagnostic. 
Found 20.1.81
868 81.48
6 BVWX
872 ?E/MN Non-
corky
1 2 16.9 20.5 7.0 Poss 
rim
N 2 but 
soft
Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude
E buf 
& light 
grey; C 
dark 
grey; I 
buf
None 3 7.17
.2
N 76 
Crb Possibly a rim from a small, thin, fairly fne 
pot; ERD c 130 mm. 
Heavily abraded and 
probably scorched 
(hence surface colour 
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and softness), so it’s 
hard to be sure 
whether this is 
actually a rim or a 
sherd that has broken 
and been abraded 
along a joint line. If it 
is a rim, it’s upright 
and externally 
bevelled, sloping 
down from a peak. 
Found 5.6.81. PJA 
adds 'Ctxt number 
872 does not belong 
in BVWX although 
stratigraphically 
identical green clay to 
BIWX 872 did occur 
there.'
869 81.13
7 BVSX
141 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 14.0 15.0 4.5 Neck N 2 Smoothed E & I 
med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C light 
grey
None 2 7.8.
3
N 76 
crb Markedly curving neck from small, thin, 
fne Beaker with 
everted rim; broken 
along joint, so rim 
missing. Too small to 
estimate diameter at 
this point. Another 
sherd with the same 
Small Find No is in 
Beaker ASH 39, but 
Cat. 869 doesn’t seem 
to belong to ASH 39. 
Found 9.5.81 
870 81.38
3 BVSX
141 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 2 20.2 13.3 6.6 Body N 2 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
projecting
E med 
reddish
-brown;
C & I 
med 
grey
None 3 7.8.
3
N 76 
Crb
Belly sherd from 
small, thin fne pot; 
est diam at this point 
c 150. Fine Beaker but
fne-gritty fabric
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871 81.38
3 BVSX
141 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
?Corky 
or fne 
Beaker
1 1 16.0 13.2 5.4* Body N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica 
and is sl 
soft
Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey
None 3 7.8.
3
N 76 
Crb
Abraded spall from 
either fne E/MN pot 
or fne Beaker
872_8
74
81.16
2 BVSX
813 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
2 reftted 
& 1F
2 (2, 
<1)
21.4 16.0 5.8* Body N 3 Smoothed
but long 
hollow 
where 
organic 
inclusions 
(?grass) 
has been 
burnt out
C buf 
& light 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.8.
5
N 76 
Crb 2 sherds reftted; dimensions and 
weight given as 
reftted. Spalls from 
fairly fne pot; could 
be E/MN but can’t 
rule out possibility 
that it’s Beaker. Cf. 
Cat. 744, another SF 
81.162, listed under 
‘ASH 76 Unclassifed 
(?fne Beaker)’; that is 
probably from a fne 
Beaker, but not same 
pot as this. From 813 
according to Finds 
Book, though the 
entry was hastily 
corrected from 812.
875_8
77
81.17
5 BV
812 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
3 1 (1, 
<1 x 
2)
14.7 8.6 8.4* Body N 3 but 
soft
Smoothed E & I 
(of 
sherd 
with 
both 
surfaces
) mid 
brown; 
C mid 
grey
None 3 7.12
.2
N 76 
Crb Small, heavily-abraded sherds; one is 
from thin fne pot, 
broken along ring 
joint. Too small to be 
diagnostic but could 
be fne E/MN or fne 
Beaker
878 81.19
3 BVSX
812.1 ?E/MN 
or ??
Chalco/
EBA
?Non-
corky or
??dom 
Beaker
1 2 19.8 10.9 12.7 Poss 
rim
N 3 but 
soft
Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude
Light 
brown 
to buf 
through
out
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Crb At frst sight this looks to be a base 
sherd (Beaker) but 
curvature and position
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of fracture surfaces 
don’t tally with that 
interpretation. More 
likely to be rim – 
everted and broken 
and abraded along a 
joint line – from an 
E/MN non-corky pot.
Large fragment 
spalled of from one 
side. 
879 81.37
3 BV
812 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
dom 
Beaker
1 3 31.8 15.8 8.1 Body N 4 but 
soft
Smoothed
but 
heavily 
abraded &
inclusions 
protrude
E pale 
grey; C 
dark 
grey; I 
light 
brown
None 3 7.12
.2
N 76 
Crb
Belly from small, 
fairly thin-walled pot 
with fne-gritty fabric;
est diam at this point 
c 160. Most likely to 
be dom Beaker but 
can’t wholly rule out 
possibility that it’s 
E/MN
880 81.37
5 BVSX
812.1 Poss 
E/MN
Non-
corky
1 3 19.6 22.5 7.1 Body N 3 but 
fairly 
soft
Smoothed
but 
heavily 
abraded
E buf 
C 
blackish
-brown;
I dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Crb Heavily abraded belly sherd. E curves as if 
from a carination but 
narrows to a point so 
it’s more likely that 
this is a sherd whose 
E has spalled along a 
curving joint plane. 
Poss E/MN but too 
small and abraded to 
be diagnostic
881_8
83
81.40
9 BVSX
812.1 ?
Chalco/
EBA
?fne 
Beaker
1 + 2 F (F
reftted)
1 (1, 
<1)
17.1 11.9 7.5* Body, 
poss 
neck
N 3 but 
fairly 
soft
Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Crb
Abraded body sherd 
and 2 reftted frags 
from fne, prob. fairly 
thin-walled pot. If the
surviving surface is the
E, then is from neck, 
probably of a fne 
Beaker. Original fnd 
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bag also says ‘15’. 1 
piece natural stone .
1in bag; now bagged 
separately.
884_8
94
81.43
2 BVSX
812.1 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA; ??
E/MN
Prob 
Beaker 
(fne or 
dom); ??
non-
corky
5 + 6F + 
crbs
7 
(2,2,
2,1, 
rest 
<1)
13.9 23.7 6.6 Body N 3 Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
C 
blackish
None 2,3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Crb Small sherds from thin fne pot; could be
fne or dom Beaker. 
Sherds too small to 
estimate diameter. 
Largest sherd: much 
of E spalled of along 
curving joint plane. 
Cannot rule out the 
possibility that it’s 
E/MN non-corky 
pottery but most likely
to be Beaker.
895 81.61
5 BVSX
812.1 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
Beaker
1 3 23.7 21.7 5.7 Prob 
base
N 3 Smoothed
but E 
slightly 
pocked
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 7.12
.1
N 76 
Crb Spall, probably from a fat base as E is very 
fat. If this is correct, 
then not E/MN and 
most probably from a 
Beaker (either fne or 
dom)
896 80.10
2 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 18.5 13.0 7.0 Poss 
neck
Poss 1a Smoothed E 
black-
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
mid-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Small, heavily-
abraded sherd from 
small fne pot, most 
probably fne Beaker; 
broken and abraded 
along diagonal joint. 
E has very gentle low 
ridge; probably not a 
carination but 
resembles the low 
horizontal cordon-like
features seen on some 
other Calanais 
Beakers (especially 
ASH 49a, 49b and 51,
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although it doesn’t 
belong to these). Also 
cf. Cat. 918, 919.
897 80.15
1 DI
315 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 17.6 13.3 6.7 Body N 1a Smoothed E & C 
blackish
-brown;
I dark 
brown
None 2 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Small body sherd 
from small thin fne 
pot, most probably a 
fne Beaker, of slightly
laminar fabric; part of 
E spalled of. Too 
small to estimate 
diameter at this point.
898 80.17
3 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 18.5 9.0 6.3 Body N 1a Smoothed E light 
brown; 
C light 
to mid 
grey; I 
med-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Body sherd from 
small, thin, fne pot, 
broken and heavily 
abraded along joint. 
Diameter at this point
c 150; most likely to 
be fne Beaker. 
899 80.07
6 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA 
or ?
E/MN
Dom 
Beaker 
or non-
corky
1 2 23.0 11.7 8.2 Poss 
base
N 4 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Abraded sherd from 
fairly thin-walled pot 
with fne-gritty fabric.
Flatness of E suggests 
it could be from a fat 
base, in which case it 
is most likely to be a 
fne or dom Beaker. If
it’s not from a base, 
then can’t rule out the 
possibility that it’s 
from a fne, non-corky
E/MN pot.
900 80.07
7 DI
315 E/MN Heb Inc 1 1 12.2 20.1 6.0* Body Y 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Spall; most of E and 
all of I spalled of. 
Shallow linear incision
on E, of kind seen on 
Heb Inc pottery. 
Fabric consistent with 
Heb Inc.
901_9
09
80.09
2 DI
315 Indet; ??
E/MN
Indet 5 & 4 F &
crbs
4 
(1,1,
19.8 16.7 11.0* Body N 1a but 
soft
Smoothed Variabl
e; 
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
Crb
Spalls, possibly from 
more than one pot; 
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1,<1 
x 6)
largest 
sherd 
buf 
through
out
several heavily burnt. 
Too degraded and 
small to be diagnostic 
but can’t rule out 
possibility of E/MN 
date
910 80.09
4 DI
315 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 1 18.7 9.5 7.0* Body N 4 (fne-
gritty)
Smoothed
but 
abraded
E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Small abraded sherd, 
sandy fabric. Could be
Beaker (fne or dom) 
but can’t rule out 
possibility of it being 
E/MN
911 80.09
8 DI
315 Indet Indet 1 2 16.1 17.1 3.9* Body N 3 Smoothed C mid 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Tin spall from belly; 
too small to be 
diagnostic but could 
conceivably be E/MN 
or Beaker. Trowel scar
on core surface
912 81.04
7 DI
315 EBA FV 1F <1 9.1 7.9 4.9* Body Y No incls 
visible
Smoothed E dark 
grey-
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 2 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb Small spall from FoodVessel ASH 75: 
fragment of whipped 
cord impression in 
herringbone pattern 
on E, along with 
shallow incised line, 
pointing towards the 
‘V’, which is either 
decoration or a 
scratch. Now stored 
along with ASH 75. 
Te same Small Finds 
No comprised an 
additional 7 sherds 
and 1 fragment (of 
probably E/MN and 
Beaker pottery), 
described below, and 
2 unusual pieces, 
possibly natural stone
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913 81.04
7 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA or 
poss 
E/MN
Dom 
Beaker 
or ? 
non-
corky
1 4 23.3 16.1 11.3 Body N 3 but 
incls v 
sparse
Smoothed E & I 
med 
reddish
-brown;
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb Small belly sherd frompot with est diam of 
180–200 at this point. 
Could be dom Beaker 
but cannot rule out 
possibility of it being 
E/MN. Lithic 
inclusions include 
speckled creamy and 
black stone. See Cat. 
912 regarding the 
other pottery sharing 
this Small Find No.
914_9
15
81.04
7 DI
315 Indet; ?
E/MN
?non-
corky
2 4 
(3,1)
18.6 16.3 7.6* Body N 4 but 
soft
Uneven E med 
grey-
buf; C 
med-
grey
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Heavily burnt spalls, 
wholly undiagnostic 
but can’t rule out 
possibility that they 
date to the E/MN
916 81.04
7 DI
315 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 2 20.9 17.9 7.2* Body N 1 Smoothed
but with 
large 
corky 
voids
C mid 
grey 
and 
brown; 
I dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Spall from belly of 
corky pot; E/MN
917 81.04
7 DI
315 Chalco/
EBA
Beaker, 
Internat
or other
1 1 14.6 18.0 8.8 Poss 
neck
Poss 3 but 
soft
Smoothed
but 
abraded
E med 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C dark 
grey; I 
red-
brown 
& grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Surfaces abraded but 
hint of possible 
presence of horizontal 
twisted cord on 
slightly concave E (2 
lines visible); whether 
there had also been 
any on the I is unclear,
as the abraded 
condition and 
presence of label 
obscures detail. Fairly 
thin-walled but not as 
thin and fne as the 
AOC Beakers ASH 
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37 and 38, and doesn’t
belong to either. Soft 
and friable. MAY BE 
FROM ASH 40: is 
not dissimilar in fabric
and thickness.
918_9
19
81.04
7 DI
315 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker 
2 2 
(2,1)
16.0 16.7 6.5 Prob 
neck
Y 
(one
or 
both
sher
ds)
1a Smoothed
; poss pol 
to low 
sheen on 
E of on 
esherd 
and I of 
the other
E (of 
one 
sherd) 
blackish
-brown;
C buf 
(dark 
grey on 
other 
sherd); 
I (of 
one 
sherd) 
dark 
brown
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Two spalls, probably 
from neck of one or 
two fne Beaker/s. 
Smaller sherd has 
undulating E surface, 
suggesting a very low, 
rounded horizontal 
cordon (similar but 
not identical to Cat. 
896); larger sherd is 
either a wider, bolder 
cordon or else the 
inside of a splaying 
neck as it turns into a 
rim. 
920_9
21
81.04
7 DI
315 Not 
defnitel
y 
pottery
2 2 (1, 
1)
15.2 13.8 5.9 Not def
pottery
N See 
commen
t
- E med 
brown; 
I black
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
2 & 
3
9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
2 markedly hard 
pieces, not defnitely 
pottery. Te larger 
piece, with black 
encrustation on one 
surface, may have 
been burnt or at least 
was in contact with 
burnt material. Can’t 
rule out possibility 
that these are indeed 
sherds, just hard. Too 
small to be diagnostic.
922 81.24
9 DI
320 ?
Chalco/
EBA
?Fine 
Beaker
1 1 13.3 8.7 6.7 Body N 3 Smoothed E med-
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C & I 
dark 
grey
Poss v 
thin 
brownis
h encr 
but may
be peat
2 9.3.
12
N 76 
crb
Very small sherd from
thin fne pot, most 
probably a fne 
Beaker.
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923 80.11
1 DI
321.2 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 7 24.1 21.0 13.0 Body N 4 Smoothed
but 
inclusions 
protrude
E & I 
light 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
8
N 76 
crb
Heavily abraded belly 
sherd from large, 
thick, gritty pot
924_9
26
80.11
1 DI
321.2
A
?E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
3 2 (1, 
<1 x 
2)
16.8 14.1 4.9* Body N 2 Smoothed C med 
grey; I 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
8
N 76 
crb
3 spalls of fairly fne 
but laminar pottery; 
could be E/MN or 
Beaker. Note: 2 frags 
quartz had also been 
in this bag but are 
now bagged 
separately. May 
possibly be from same 
pot as 525_530 and 
93_113 despite 
diferences in fabric.
927 81.24
2 DI
333 Indet; ??
Chalco/
EBA
Indet; ??
dom 
Beaker
1 2 13.8 24.2 10.0* Body N 3 Smoothed Dark 
grey-
brown, 
sl 
reddish 
through
out
Poss 
patch of
v thin 
brown 
encr on 
I
2 9.2.
13
N 76 
crb
Belly sherd, prob from
fairly small pot with 
hard fabric; I spalled 
of; could possibly be 
dom Beaker
928_9
31
81.29
5 DI
352 Indet; ??
E/MN
Indet 3 & 1F & 
crbs
5 
(2,2,
1,<1
16.5 15.7 8.1 Body N 3 but 
soft
Heavily 
abraded
Pale 
grey-
buf 
through
out 
(with 
brownis
h 
sedime
nt on 
one 
surface 
of one)
None: 
sedime
nt not 
organic 
encrust
ation
3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb Heavily bunt and abraded spalls, 
undiagnostic but can’t 
rule out possibility 
that they could be 
E/MN. Original fnds
bag says ‘X 2.75 Z 
7.00 1.12 BD’ and has
context as 359, but 
Finds Register has 
context as 352
932 81.25
4 DI
360 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 16.9 12.3 7.0 Poss car N 2 but 
soft
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
None 2 9.4.
3, 
N 76 
crb
From thin fne 
Beaker; is either 
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brown; 
C dark 
grey
9.4.
8
gentle carination or 
(less likely neck and 
edge of rim, or base). 
Broken along ring 
joint. Area given as 
DV on original fnds 
bag. PJA adds: Layer 
360 was restricted to 
DI but a very similar 
layer 362 was found in
the adjacent DIV and 
it is conceivable that it
came from there.
933_9
34
81.34
8 DI
365 ?E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
2 3 
(3,1)
20.5 14.6 12.7 Body N 2 but sl 
soft
Smoothed E & I 
mediu
m 
brown, 
reddish;
C med 
to dark 
grey
None 3 N 76 
crb Te 2 sherds are not necessarily from the 
same pot. Larger 
sherd is from fairly 
thick but fne pot, 
friable.
935 81.25
6 DI
369 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
?Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 <1 12.2 7.7 4.1* Body N 3 Smoothed C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Small abraded spall; 
indet but could be 
E/MN or Beaker
936_9
38
81.26
5 DI
369 Indet Indet 3F <1 
(all 
<1)
7.7 5.8 3.7* Body N 3 but 
soft
Abraded C buf; 
I or E 
light 
brown
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Tree tiny heavily 
abraded and quite 
possibly burnt 
fragments. Found 
16.5.81
939 81.23
7 DI
369 Prob 
Chalco
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 3 24.8 17.7 5.9 Body N 3 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C med 
grey; I 
dark 
brown
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Sherd, poss from belly
of small thin fne pot; 
diam at this point c 
130. Fact that it 
narrows considerably 
to one corner raises 
the question of 
whether E has broken 
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and been heavily 
abraded along joint 
plane; can’t be sure. 
Tis had been 
included by ASH in 
her ‘18’, as ’81.369’, 
but there had been 
confusion between the
context number (369) 
and the SF No (237), 
and in her list of 
crumbs, ASH had 
included it as ?237. 
940_9
44
81.23
7 DI
369 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 5 6 (2, 
2, 
1,1, 
<1)
23.7 17.3 8.2 Body N 1 Smoothed
but corky
E & I 
dark 
brown 
with 
red-
brown 
peat 
stain; C
med 
grey
None 2,3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
From corky pot, 
probably E/MN. One 
sherd not defnitely 
part of this pot; has a 
light brown C and 
shallow irregular 
depressions on E 
which look a little like
decoration but are 
probably unusually-
shaped inclusion 
voids.
945 81.26
3 DI
374 Indet Indet 1 5 33.2 28.5 11.8 Body N Prob 3 Heavily 
abraded
Surface 
& C 
pinkish
-buf
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Very friable, probably 
thoroughly burnt 
sherd, with peat 
matrix adhering and 
helping to hold it 
together. Can’t rule 
out possibility that it’s 
E/MN but is 
undiagnostic
946_9
52
81.26
8 DI
374 Indet Indet 2S & 5F 
& crbs
1 (all
<1)
12.6 8.2 3.7** Body N 3 None 
visible
Mid 
brown 
& mid 
grey
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Small featureless 
spalls; indet. Found 
16.5.81
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953 81.28
2 DI
374 ?
Chalco/
EBA
Poss 
Beaker, 
fne
1 1 11.7 11.7 7.9 Body N 3 Smoothed E mid-
brown, 
reddish;
C mid 
brown-
light 
grey-
dark 
grey; I 
black
Tin bl 
encr on 
I
3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Small body sherd 
from fairly thin-
walled, fairly fne pot; 
texture and exterior 
colour suggest that it’s
most likely to be from 
a Beaker. Found 
17.5.81
954 81.27
6 DI
377 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 14.4 11.7 7.7 Body N 3 Smoothed
but 
heavily 
abraded
E med 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Small abraded body 
sherd from thin fne 
pot, most probably a 
fne Beaker. Broken 
and heavily abraded 
along joint.. Found 
19.5.81
955 81.28
5 DI
385 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 19.6 12.2 6.3 Body N 1(?) Smoothed
; some bag
pol
E med 
brown; 
C & I 
dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
16
N 76 
crb
Small belly sherd from
small thin fne pot, 
most probably fne 
Beaker; laminar fabric 
and unclear whether 
it’s also corky; a few 
large inclusion 
sockets. Found 
16.5.81
956_9
60
81.36
6 DI
396 Indet Indet 1 & 4F & 
crbs
1 12.9 8.0 5.3* Body N 3 but 
soft
None 
visible
E or I 
dull 
orange; 
C light 
grey
None 3 9.10
.3
N 76 
crb
Abraded and 
thoroughly burnt, 
friable; undiagnostic. 
Original fnds bag says
‘X 4.46 Y 6.60 1.18 
BD’ Found 3.6.81
961_9
62
80.04
0 DII
310 ?E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
2 reftted 1 19.3 15.9 3.9* Body N 2 but 
fairly 
soft
Smoothed C dark 
grey; I 
dark 
greyish 
brown
None 2 9.2.
2
N 76 
crb
2 reftted parts of spall
(dimensions and 
weight being for the 2
together); could be 
either E/MN or 
Beaker
963_9
64
80.04
1 DII
310 ?E/MN 
or 
Non-
corky or
2 reftted 3 27.9 16.2 6.7 Body N 2 but 
soft and 
Abraded E & I 
dark 
None 3 9.2.
2
N 76 
crb
2 reftted, heavily 
abraded sherds of 
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Chalco/
EBA
Beaker not 
mica-
rich
brown; 
C dark 
grey
thin, fne-gritty pot 
(dimensions and 
weight being for the 2
together); could be 
either E/MN or 
Beaker
965 80.03
3 DII
313 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 1 15.7 12.7 5.6* Body N 2 Smoothed E dark 
greyish 
brown; 
C light 
grey-
brown
None 3 9.3.
4
N 76 
crb
Small abraded sherd (I
missing), possibly 
from thin fne pot; 
could be Beaker but 
can’t rule out 
possibility of being 
E/MN
966 80.03
4 DII 
313 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 1 14.8 10.4 5.7* Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
4
N 76 
crb
Small spall of laminar 
fne pot; could be 
either E/MN or 
Beaker
967 80.03
4 DII 
313 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 <1 Body N 3 Smoothed None 3 9.3.
4
N 76 
crb
Small spall of laminar 
fne pot, same as Cat. 
966; could be either 
E/MN or Beaker
968 80.03
4 DII 
313 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 <1 Body N 3 Smoothed None 3 9.3.
4
N 76 
crb
Small spall of laminar 
fne pot, same as Cat. 
966 and 967; could be 
either E/MN or 
Beaker
969_9
70
80.03
5 DII
313 Indet Indet 2 1 (1, 
<1)
14.3 10.8 8.7* Body N See 
commen
t
None 
visible
E mid 
brown, 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.3.
4
N 76 
crb
2 featureless spalls, 
one dominated by a 
single large blackish 
subangular lithic 
inclusion, occupying 
most of area. 
Undiagnostic.
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971_9
73
80.02
7 DIII
303 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
3 incl 2 
reftted
3 
(2,1)
30.3 18.8 6.0* Body N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica
Smoothed I 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey
Poss v 
thin 
brownis
h encr 
on I
3 9.2.
2
N 76 
crb
3 spalls (2 reftted; 
dimensions & weight 
as reftted) from belly 
of fairly fne, laminar 
pot; could be E/MN 
non-corky or ?dom 
Beaker
974 81.24
3 DIV
370 Indet Indet 1 1 13.0 10.5 7.6* Body N 2 but 
soft
None 
clearly 
visible
E & ?I 
light 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 9.2.
6
N 76 
crb
Small, friable sherd 
from fne pot; hard to 
tell what area on the 
pot is represented.
975 81.04
2 DV
340 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 2 20.2 16.9 3.9* Prob 
neck
N 2 Smoothed
& pol to 
low sheen
E None 2 9.6.
2
N 76 
crb
Spall, probably from 
the neck of a thin fne 
Beaker. If it’s not 
from the neck, then 
the surviving surface 
would be the  I and it 
would be from the 
belly. Found 5.5.81
976_9
82
81.66
5 DV
340 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 4 (incl 2 
cj) & 3F 
& crbs
3 (1, 
1, <1
x 5)
18.9 19.6 5.8* Body N 1 but 
soft
Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 2 9.6.
2
N 76 
crb
Spalls of a very friable 
corky pot; prob 
E/MN. Two sherds 
conjoin but are too 
fragile to be reftted. 
Original fnds bag says
‘X = 4.66 Y = 7.20’ 
Found 11.5.81
983 81.04
5 DV
344 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 2 26.5 14.9 7.4* Body N 2 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey-
brown 
with 
peat 
staining
None 3 9.3.
6
N 76 
crb
Spall from fne pot; 
line on E is not 
necessarily decoration;
could be burnt-out 
grass or similar 
organic. Could be 
E/MN or Beaker. 
Found 5.5.81
984 81.03
3 E
1108 Prob 
Chalco/
EBA
Prob 
fne 
Beaker
1 1 18.6 15.7 6.0 Body N 2 but 
mica not
abundan
Smoothed E & I 
dark 
brown; 
None 3 10.3
.1
N 76 
crb Belly sherd from smallthin fne pot; est diam
at this point c 100. 
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t C med 
grey-
brown
Most of E spalled of. 
Most likely to be a 
fne Beaker
985_9
87
80.17
9 FV
647 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
Beaker
1 & 2F 1 (1, 
<1 x 
2)
14.5 13.0 7.5 Body N 3 Smoothed I mid 
brown; 
C mid 
grey
None 2 11.9
.8
N 76 
crb Spalls (incl 2 reftted);E spalled of, prob 
along curving joint. 
Found 23.5.80
988 80.17
8 FV
631 Indet Indet 1F & crb <1 <10 Body N 3 Smoothed C mid 
grey; I 
mid 
brown
None 3 11.9
.10
N 76 
crb Featureless spall; indet.
989 80.07
1 FV
631 Indet Indet 1F <1 <10 Body N Indet None 
visible
Mid 
grey & 
mid 
brown
None 3 11.9
.10
N 76 
crb Featureless spall – may be a detached 
lithic inclusion with 
tiny bit of clay matrix 
attached. Indet.
990 80.10
6 FVI
622 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Heb Inc
or 
Beaker
1 1 14.0 9.4 4.4 Body N 3 Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
C mid 
grey; I 
mid-
brown, 
reddish
None 3 11.9
.4
N 76 
crb Body sherd from very thin fne pot with 
shallow incised linear 
decoration featuring 2 
roughly parallel lines, 
each ending in 
roundish terminal. 
Either fne Heb Inc or
fne Beaker.
991 80.10
6 FVI
622 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Heb Inc
or 
Beaker
1F <1 <10 Body N 3 Smoothed C mid 
grey; I 
mid-
brown, 
reddish
None 3 11.9
.4
N 76 
crb
Spall from same pot as
Cat. 990. May well 
belong to same sherd 
but too fragile to try 
reftting
992 81.06
2 HI
707 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 14.9 11.1 5.5* Prob 
base
N 1 I 
smoothed 
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I 
blackish
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Small spall, prob from
fat base of thin fne 
Beaker (as suggested 
by sharply curving I); 
E spalled of
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-brown
993 81.06
7 HI
707 ?E/MN Corky 1F <1 <10 ?Neck 
immed 
below 
rim
N 1 Smoothed E 
blackish
-brown;
C dark 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Small, abraded 
fragment that may be 
from neck 
immediately below an 
everted rim. Can’t rule
out possibility that it 
is from inside of base 
of fat-based Beaker, 
but curvature (such as 
can be seen) suggests 
it’s more likely to be 
from a neck
994 81.06
7 HI
707 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 <1 10.5 7.6 3.5* Body N 1 Smoothed
but corky 
voids
C dark 
grey-
brown; 
I dark 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Abraded spall of corky
fabric.
995 81.20
2 HI
738 Indet Indet 1 1 14.5 12.4 8.9* Body N 3 None 
visible
Light 
grey 
and 
light 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Burnt, irregular-
shaped piece of 
pottery with most of 
surfaces and body 
spalled away and 
abraded. 
Undiagnostic.
996 81.20
7 HI
738 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA 
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 1 15.9 8.7 10.4 Body N 2 but 
not 
abundan
t mica
Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C dark 
grey; I 
blackish
-brown
None 2 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
From fairly fne pot; 
could be either E/MN
or dom Beaker
997 81.20
7 HI
738 Prob 
E/MN 
Corky 1 4 22.8 19.7 11* Body N 1 Heavily 
abraded
C grey-
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Heavily abraded spall, 
prob from fairly large 
pot; could be plain, 
corky or could be from
Heb Inc pot (despite 
absence of decoration;
E spalled of)
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998 81.12
1 HI
739 Chalco/
EBA or 
poss 
E/MN
Fine 
Beaker 
or non-
corky
1 1 15.1 13.7 5.7* Base or 
rim 
fange
N 1a Smoothed E dark 
brown 
& 
blackish
-brown;
c med 
grey-
brown
Linear 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
E
3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Small abraded spall (I 
spalled of), either 
from fat base of small
fne Beaker, or else 
possibly from E/MN 
rim fange. Seems 
more likely to be base,
with splaying wall and
gentle wall-base angle.
Too small to estimate 
base diam.
999 81.14
9 HI
739 Indet; ?
E/MN
Indet 1 1 17.5 12.9 4.7* Body N 1a but 
soft and 
no mica
Abraded E grey-
buf; C 
grey & 
med 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Abraded burnt spall 
(conjoins with Cat. 
1000 but is too fragile 
to reft); friable. 
Indeterminate but 
can’t rule out 
possibility of E/MN 
date
1000 81.14
9 HI
739 Indet; ?
E/MN 
Indet 1 1 17.3 11.0 5.2 Body N 1a but 
soft and 
no mica
Abraded C grey 
& med 
brown; 
I med 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Abraded burnt spall 
(conjoins with Cat. 
999 but is too fragile 
to reft); friable. 
Indeterminate but 
can’t rule out 
possibility of E/MN 
date
1001 81.14
9 HI
739 Indet; ?
E/MN 
Indet 1F & crbs <19 <10 Body N 1a but 
soft and 
no mica
No 
surface 
present
Light 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Small fragment from 
same pot as Cat. 999 
and 1000
1002 81.15
0 HI
739 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 2 23.3 18.6 6.0* Body N 1 Smoothed C light 
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
Patch 
of thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Spall from belly of 
corky pot, possibly 
fairly large; E spalled 
of. Prob E/MN
1003 81.15
2 HI
739 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 2 18.5 15.8 7.8* Body N 1 Smoothed
but corky
Cmed 
grey; I 
med 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Spall from belly of 
corky pot; E spalled 
of.
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1004 81.15
5 HI
748 Chalco/
EBA
Fine 
Beaker
1 1 13.2 11.0 6.6* Car or 
base
N 1a but 
see 
commen
t
Smoothed E & C 
buf
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Small abraded sherd 
from fne, prob thin-
walled Beaker; either 
from neck and gentle 
carination, or else 
from fat base and 
bottom of wall. 
Virtually inclusion-
free but one angular 
frag of quartz/ite.
1005_
1006
81.05
7 HI
707 E/MN? corky 2 reftted & crb
1 18.8 12.8 6.8* Body N 1a Smoothed Cmed 
grey & 
med 
brown; 
I light 
brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N 76 
crb
Abraded spall (E 
spalled of; 2 reftted 
pieces) from belly; 
could be E/MN but 
too small to be 
diagnostic. Minimally 
corky.
1007_1
020
81.23
0 HII
768 Prob 
E/MN 
corky 7 & 7F 7 
(2,1,
1,1,<
1 x 
9)
17.6 14.6 9.9* Body N 1 Smoothed
but corky
E dark 
brown; 
C light 
grey
None 3 12.3
.4
N 76 
crb
Small abraded spalls, 
not necessarily all 
from a single pot but 
some clearly from a 
fairly large, fairly 
thick-walled pot. Bag 
says ‘[small fnd no] 
230 (part of) pot frags 
some decor[ated]’ – 
but none is decorated 
and there is no sign of
other pottery with 
same Small Find No 
PJA notes: the 'part' 
may refer to charcoal 
removed from the bag 
and subsequently 
mislabelled as from 
Context 767.
1021 81.05
9 HII
706 Indet Indet 1F <1 7.8 7.3 5* Body N 3 Smoothed E dark 
brown; 
C dark 
grey
None 3 12.2
.6
N 76 
crb
Small heavily 
weathered spall; 
undiagnostic. 
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1022 81.01
8 HII
708 ?E/MN Corky 1 1 18.4 10.7 6.9 Body N 1 but not very 
corky
Smoothed E grey-
brown; 
C 
reddish 
grey-
brown; 
I 
reddish 
mid 
brown
None 3 12.2
.8
N 76 
crb
Abraded spall of 
slightly corky fabric; 
could be E/MN but 
can’t rule out 
possibility that it 
could be Beaker. Most
of E spalled of.
1023 81.019 HII
708 E/MN 
or 
chalco/
EBA
Corky 
or 
Beaker
1 1 14.2 11.9 5.8* Body Poss 1 Smoothed
; sheen on
E not 
original
E dark 
brown; 
C grey-
brown
None 3 12.2
.8
N 76 
crb
Spall with curving 
exterior reminiscent of
the low, rounded 
cordon-like features 
seen on some of the 
Beaker pottery; but 
cannot rule out the 
possibility of an 
E/MN date. 
1024_
1029
81.00
8 HII
708 EBA Food Vessel
3 &3F 3 (2, 
<1 x 
5
18.0 15.6 6.4** Body Y 
(one
frag)
3 (see 
commen
t)
Smoothed
(on 
decorated 
frag)
C (and 
E of 
smallest
frag) 
blackish
-brown
None 2,3 12.2
.8
N 76 
crb
Smallest frag has the 
distinctive (and 
unique, for the 
Calanais assemblage) 
whipped cord 
impression as seen on 
the Food Vessel ASH 
75, and the other 
pieces (all spalls) are 
consistent with this 
pot, even though none
happens to contain 
the distinctive lithic 
inclusion seen in that 
pot. (Tere are several 
sockets where such 
inclusions may well 
have existed.) 
Without the 
decorated fragment, 
these sherds and frags 
would have been 
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classed as ‘?E/MN or 
Beaker’. NOW 
STORED WITH 
ASH 75
1030 81.01
3 HII
708 Prob 
E/MN
Corky 1 1 14.5 12.3 5.4* Body N 1 Smoothed C & I 
med 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.2
.8
N 76 
crb
Spall from belly of 
corky pot with 
carefully-smoothed I 
(E spalled of). Most 
likely to be E/MN but
cannot rule out 
possibility that it’s 
Beaker
1031 81.00
9 HII
708 Chalco/
EBA Fine Beaker 
1 1 14.0 12.1 7.6 Base N 3 Smoothed E mid 
brown, 
sl 
reddish;
C & I 
mid 
brown
None 2 12.2
.8
N 76 
crb
Small sherd from 
base-wall junction of 
thin fne Beaker, prob 
small pot but sherd 
too small to estimate 
base diam. Junction 
clearly defned; wall 
splays slightly.
1032_
1033
81.21
8 HII
747 E/MN 
or ?
Chalco/
EBA 
Corky 
or ? fne 
Beaker
2 reftted 1 15.8 12.9 5.1* Body N 1 Smoothed C mid 
grey; I 
mid 
brown
None 3 12.5
.6
N 76 
crb
2 reftted spalls (E 
spalled of) from fne 
pot with small corky 
voids.
1034 81.21
7 HII
747 E/MN Corky 1 1 16.2 12.8 8* Body N 1 Smoothed C light grey & 
mid 
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
Poss 
traces 
of v 
thin 
blackish
encr on 
I
3 12.5
.6
N 76 
crb
Spall from corky pot; 
E spalled of. 
1035 81.21
9 HII
747 E/MN Corky 1 1 18.3 18.2 6.0* Body N 1 Virtually no surface
visible
C mid 
brown 
& mid 
grey-
brown
None 3 12.5
.6
N 76 
crb
Spall from corky pot; 
all of one surface, and 
virtually all of other 
surface, spalled of
1036_
1038
81.13
5 HII
733 E/MN 
or 
Non-
corky or
1 & 2F 
&crb
1 (1, 
<1 x 
13.3 11.5 5.7* Body N 4 Abraded E or I 
light 
None 3 7.5.
6
N 76 
crb
Abraded sherd & 
frags from fne-gritty 
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Chalco/
EBA
Beaker 2) brown; 
C med 
grey
pot
1039 81.32
5 HII
769 E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 1 15.1 12.4 8.2 Body N 3 Smoothed E & 
part of 
C med 
brown; 
rest of 
C med 
grey; I 
med 
and 
dark 
grey 
brown
None 2 12.5
.10
N 76 
crb
Small sherd; could be 
E/MN or dom 
Beaker. Too small to 
be diagnostic.
1040_
1043
81.33
0 HII
770 E/MN Heb Inc 4 4 (2, 
1, 1, 
<1)
17.5 15.3 7.7 Body Y on
one 
of 
the 
sher
ds
1a (with 
some 
large 
voids)
Smoothed E dark 
grey; C 
dark 
brown; 
I med 
brown 
None 3 12.5
.10
N 76 
crb 
3 spalls and one sherd 
with both surfaces but
laminar and about to 
spall. One of the 
sherds (not the largest 
one) has a linear 
incision on its E of 
the kind seen on Heb 
Inc pottery.
1044_
1048
81.52
0 JI
9999 Indet Indet 5F <1 (all 
<1)
9.0 7.0 4.7 Body N 3 None 
visible
Dark 
reddish
-brown
None 2 N 76 
crb
Featureless scraps, 
friable – not defnitely 
pottery. Also present 
(but now bagged 
separately): charcoal 
& fragments of 
natural iron pan, and 
it’s possible that at 
least one of the pieces 
of ‘pottery’ is also iron 
pan
1049_1
103
88.no 
No S
1213 E/MN Corky 31 & 24 F& crbs 
43 
(9,6,
5,3,2
,2,1,
1,1,1
38.5 28.3 9.0* Body; 1
sherd 
from 
rim
N 1 Smoothed
but pitted 
with corky
voids, 
some large
E med 
brown 
to dark 
grey 
brown; 
Tin 
blackish
-brown 
encr on 
I and 
2,3 14.1
3.1
N NC All the sherds, 
fragments and crumbs
are prob from a single 
pot, of corky fabric; a 
medium-sized 
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,1,1,
1,1,<
1 x 
41)
C dark 
grey & 
buf; I 
(where 
present)
mid to 
dark 
brown
hints of
blackish
staining
on E
cooking pot. (Largest 
sherds may well be 
from lower part of 
round belly, so will 
not give a reliable 
estimate of diameter.) 
Most pieces are spalls 
but where both 
surfaces present, T is 
9.3. Rim is 
represented by a spall 
from its inner edge, 
which is squared of 
fairly sharply. One 
spall has a markedly 
curving I and might 
also be from the rim 
area, in which case a 
fanged (or otherwise 
externally-expanded) 
rim is possible. Found
13.5.88. Also present, 
and now bagged 
separately: 1 piece 
quartz & 3 other 
pieces of stone, all 
prob natural, plus 
charcoal
1104_
1105
81.27
1 DIV
375 E/MN Prob 
corky
2 3 
(2,1)
23.5 16.0 12.4 Body N 1 Smoothed E med 
brown; 
C light 
brown; 
I med 
brown, 
slightly 
reddish
None 3 9.3.
20
N NC ASH had had it as 
‘Puzzling. Not listed’ 
Smooth shiny area 
across core is trowel 
damage which has 
smeared the clay while
the sherd was still 
damp in the ground. 
Tis is a sherd (plus a 
spall) from a fairly 
thick-walled pot, of 
slightly corky fabric, 
which lies within the 
overall range of 
The pottery assemblage | 794
CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
thickness and fabric 
for E/MN pottery. 
Finds bag says ‘6.52 
from X 7.36 from Y’ 
Found 16.5.81
1106 81.02
4
E 1108 E/MN Heb Inc 1 12 33.4 36.4 11.7 Ridge 
or car
Y 4 Smoothed
but some 
incls 
protrude 
and I sl 
uneven
E mid 
brown; 
C & I 
mid 
grey-
brown 
None 3 10.3
.1
N NC From large, slightly 
coarse pot; either a 
carination or (more 
likely) a ridge and 
inter-ridge hollow 
from a Heb Inc ridged
jar. Most of E spalled 
of, and no sign of 
decoration where E 
survives). Est diam at 
this point 270. From 
ESE sector of D, layer
8. Not previously
catalogued. Sherd had
been mis-bagged with
SF 31 (presumably 
80.31), f.1108.
1107 81.02
6
E 1108 Indet; 
could be
E/MN 
or 
Chalco/
EBA
Non-
corky or
dom 
Beaker
1 2 14.4 16.7 8.4* Body N 3 Smoothed
but 
abraded
C 
blackish
-brown;
I med 
grey-
brown
None 3 10.3
.1
N NC Previously suspected 
to be peat, but is 
clearly pot.
1108 80.01
4
AI 001 Indet Indet 1 2 21.1 25.1 9.0* Neck? N 3 E crazed; 
I abraded
E mid-
brown 
(but 
stained 
by 
sedime
nt); C 
dark 
grey
Unclear
whether
crazed 
material
on E is 
organic 
residue,
but is 
likely
3 6.2.
2
NC Previously suspected 
to be peat, and it is 
not 100% defnite that
it is not compacted 
peat with a few lithic 
inclusions. If it is 
pottery, then 
curvature suggests that
it is from the neck of a
pot with either everted
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CatN
o
Find 
No Area
Ctxt Date Pot type Shd Nos Wt g L mm W mm T mm Locatio
n on 
pot
Dec Fab-ric Surface 
fnish
Colour Surface
organic
s 
Wea
r
Ref Ill. AS
H
Description & 
comments 
neck or globular belly. 
Too small, and 
identifcation too 
insecure, to guess 
likely date
1109 81.31
5 DIV
316 Indet Indet 1F <1 9.7 7.4 5.3* Body N Indet Smoothed E & C red-
brown
None 3 09/
03/
04
N NC ASH had specifed 
‘not listed in 
Catalogue’ and 
‘minute rim fragment’.
Too abraded to tell 
whether it had indeed 
been a rim fragment; 
probably from a fne 
pot. Could be E/MN 
or Beaker. One 
abraded charcoal 
fragment also present 
and now bagged 
separately. Finds bag 
says ‘X 6.58m Y 
7.06m 1.08 BD’ ‘1’ 
Found 20.5.81
1110 81.06
5 HI
707 E/MN Corky 1 <1 12.9 8.0 7.4 Rim N 1 Smoothed E med brown; 
C light 
to med 
brown; 
I 
blackish
-brown
None 3 12.4
.1
N NC Rim rounded; just tip 
of rim present. From 
thin fne pot. ASH 
had suspected that it 
might belong to ASH 
3 but it does not. Too 
small to estimate rim 
diam. Trowel damage 
to core.
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Cat. 
No ASH Find No Area Ctxt Ref Ill. Description & comments
NC 81.186 BIN 131 7.3.7 No other ref to this sherd. Not seen by JAS. Only reference is in finds book, where it is recorded as being pot, but from BII, 131. Not listed in the ASH and MJ versions of the Catalogue.
NC 80.170 DI 318.3 9.2.12 Frag rim sherd Not present
NC 81.341 100 PJA note: Omitted pottery finds 81.341 Grooved ware from Victorian drain [which is context 100] according to finds book. JAS note: Pottery not seen and ID as Grooved Ware should be treated with caution
NC 81.301 DI 374 9.3.16 Empty bag. Bag says ‘Hebridean?’
NC 81.420 BVSX 812 Empty bag
NC 81.318 DV 365 9.3.18 Empty bag . Bag had torn and been sellotaped, but contents must have fallen out some time ago and are not locatable.
18.11.3 Notes
The following are ‘problem’ cases:
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Find No Area Ctxt Comment
81.52 BII 803
81.53 BII 803
81.98 DI chamber 356 2 sherds
81.112 HII 732
81.124 HII 732
81.134 HII 333 assorted sherds
81.140 BVSX 141
81.216 HII  747
81.244 DI chamber 357 This is the only pottery fragment in the Victorian chamber deposits which might be prehistoric
81.296 DI 352 “frags pot”
81.297 DI 352 “frags pot”
81.324 HII  769B
81.429 BII/III 130
The following were recorded as pottery in the Finds Register but have not appeared in any version of the Catalogue; no pottery with these finds numbers 
has been seen:
Note also: 81.279, context 374 and 81.281, context 388 had initially been called ‘pot’ in the Finds Register; each entry had a note ‘reuse this’, but the finds 
numbers do not seem to have been reused. It is unclear whether the other finds numbers listed above relate to material that had initially been classed as 
pottery and then reclassified/discarded.
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18.11.4 Non-pottery
The following items, originally thought to be pottery, are now known not to be pottery:
81.185 (BIII, 112, found 14.5.81): 1 piece of natural rotten sandstone; had previously been listed under ‘ASH 76 crb’
81.105 (HII, 732): 1 piece of natural stone. MJ had listed it under ‘ASH 76’ even though it had not appeared in ASH’s bag list for 76
81.703 (S, 357) is leaf or other plant matter, probably not very old
81.677 (BIVWX, f.891): fuel ash slag (cramp-like): definitely not metalworking slag
80.17 (Area A, 001) had been listed in finds book as pottery but is definitely glass.
1 piece in 81.388 (BIN, 131, Cat. 801) may be stone
2 pieces quartz in 80.111
At least 2 pieces of iron pan concretion in 81.520
1 frag quartz & 1 piece natural rotten stone in 81.401
1 frag quartz & 3 pieces other stone, all prob natural, from Area S (1988)
The following is a list of charcoal fragments found in pottery bags; they have now been separated out:
80.145 (B, 142)
81.401 (BII, 112; no pottery in the bag, but 1 frag quartz and one natural piece of rotten stone)
81.415 (BII, 112; no pottery in the bag)
81.419 (BII, 112)
81.453 (BII, 112)
80.168 (BIII, 160.1)
81.460 (BIII, 112)
81.606 (BV,837)
80.172 (DI, 315)
81.234 (DI, 315)
81.294 (DI, 352; no pottery in the bag)
81.315 (DIV, 316)
81.154 (HI, 746)
81.229 (HII, 768)
81.323 (HII, 769B)
81.520 ( J, including one large flat piece 35 x 30.2)
88.noNo (S, no context)
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ASHNo Description Cat. Nos. SF No Areas Contexts
39
Thirteen sherds from the rim, neck, carination and belly of a fairly 
small, fine, thin-walled, low-carinated Beaker; around 15% of 
the pot is present. (No base or lower belly sherds present.) Rim 
gently squared off; neck long and gently flaring; carination gentle 
and rounded, lying at roughly 1/3 of the vessel’s height. ERD: c 
165mm; estimated carination diameter c 130 mm; estimated height 
c 120 (shown in drawing as 118); wall thickness 4.7–5.9. Surfaces 
very carefully smoothed (slipped and/or wet-smoothed); exterior 
polished to medium to high sheen; interior polished to low to 
medium sheen. Possible faint horizontal scrape marks on interior 
(where wall thinned by scraping). Several sherds have broken along 
ring joints, indicating use of fairly narrow straps on neck. Largest 
sherd has straight, vertical fracture line along RH side. Sparse 
decoration, comprising roughly horizontal short stretches of shell 
impression, forming 2 discontinuous lines on neck, spaced around 9 
mm apart; in places, one line immediately above carination; untidy, 
slightly diagonal line on carination and another line immediately 
below carination. Below this, shallow incised criss-cross lattice 
design on belly. The decoration had been partly smudged by the 
final pot-smoothing process. Exterior blackish-brown; core dark 
grey; interior medium brown, slightly reddish, becoming darker 
brown at upper neck. Patches of very thin black staining on both 
surfaces may  represent residue left by evaporation of pot’s contents 
(although some deliberate blackening of the exterior may have oc-
curred. Note: it does not represent material burnt on by use of pot 
for cooking). Virtually inclusion-free; slightly corky interior. 
Beaker type: European (Clarke 1970); step 1–2 (Lanting & van der 
Waals 1971); Low Carinated (Needham 2005).
Findspots are in 2 widely separated sets of contexts in and near the 
enclosure: BV/BVSX and BI, BIWX,BII and BNW.
353 81.170 BII 112
354 80.39 BI 107
355 80.115 BI 117
358 poss 80.144 BI 120
362_363 81.305 BIWX 9999
364 80.185 BNW 9999
366 80.61 BV 117
367 81.448 BV 812
368 81.174 BV 813
369 81.396 BV 813
370_371 81.137+ BVSX 141
81.392
18.11.5 APPENDIX: Summary Descriptions of Selected Pots
1: ASH 39 early, international-style beaker
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2: ASH 42 Beaker of type paralleled in north British domestic Beaker assemblages
ASHNo Description Cat. Nos. SF No Areas Contexts
42
Twenty seven sherds – including some fairly large examples – from 
the rim, neck, carination and belly of a tall bipartite jar; around 
15% of the pot present. Flattish-rounded everted rim, concave 
upper neck, low rounded cordon just under half way down neck; 
lower neck is straight and slopes out to gently pointed carination. 
Belly straight and slopes inwards. Estimated rim diameter (ERD) 
135 mm; estimated carination diameter 170 mm; diameter at 
lowest surviving part of belly 140 mm. Extant height as recon-
structed: 193 mm; may originally have been as tall as 260 mm. 
Thickness 7.3–9.6. Rim top and most of exterior decorated with 
comb impressions in herringbone pattern and with incised vertical 
lines; square-toothed comb c 6 mm long used. Herringbone design 
on rim top. Below, bands of horizontal herringbone interspersed 
with plain zones, and with two bands of metopic design, one on 
lower neck, other on belly, featuring panels of vertical herringbone 
and panels of vertical incised lines. Exterior mid-brown and dark 
greyish-brown on neck, slightly reddish mid-brown elsewhere; core 
mid to dark grey-brown; interior light to medium grey-brown. Sur-
faces carefully smoothed and possibly covered with thin slip (or else 
wet-smoothed prior to decoration, and exterior of neck polished to 
medium sheen, although with bands of matte as though pot may 
have been partly wrapped during polishing. Some hairline crack-
ing to exterior surface.  Inclusions very sparse (<3%) and small, 
although there are plenty of tiny glittery mica flecks. No obvious 
traces of organic residue. Closest comparanda are with domestic 
Beaker assemblages from the Hebrides. Possibly associated with the 
putative grave.
374 80.116 BV 134
Conjoins
375 80.131 BIV 139
376 80.131 BIV 139
377 80.131 BIV 139
378 80.128 BIV 139
379 80.128 BIV 139
380 80.129 BIV 139
381 80.183 BIV 160.2
382 81.184 BIV 814
384 81.161 BIV 867
385 81.200 BV 813
386 81.390 BV 141
387 81.139 BVSX 141
388_392 81.141 BVSX 141
393 81.189 BVSX 160.2
394_398 81.160 BVSX 812
401_403 81.414 BVSX 837
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3: ASH 48 ‘Domestic’ beaker
ASHNo Description Cat. Nos. SF No Areas Contexts
48
Sherds from the rim, neck, carination and belly of large ‘domestic’ Beaker jar of unusual shape; ERD 190 mm; thickness 7.6–11.3 mm; < 10 % of 
pot present. Rim squared off and minimally everted; neck probably fairly long and straight, sloping outwards then possibly kinking out  towards 
a gentle carination, whose diameter may be as much as 260 mm. Would have been a deep jar; a single spall from the belly suggests that the latter 
had been globular. Decorated on rim top and exterior: 3 or more deep and wide grooves under rim, up to 5.7 mm wide and spaced around 7.8 
mm apart (between the mid-points of the grooves); otherwise impressions of wavy edge of seashell, arranged as 2 concentric lines on rim top; 
two lines immediately below rim and above the grooves; and as horizontal lines, spaced up to c 7.5 mm apart, probably over the whole of the 
exterior. Surfaces carefully smoothed prior to decoration, and parts of the exterior (and interior of neck) polished to a low to medium sheen 
prior to decoration. Post-decoration smoothing has smudged the shell-edge impressions on parts of the pot. Exterior medium brown, slightly 
orange/reddish-brown or purplish in places and blackish on part of the upper neck and rim; core medium grey and light grey; interior medium 
to dark grey-brown. Small patches of thin black staining over parts of the exterior of the neck. Some breakage along ring joints. Slightly gritty, 
with mostly sand-sized inclusions, varying in their distribution within the paste; density up to c 5–7%.
857_861 81.606 BV 837
422 81.195 BVWX 859
423_424 81.379 BVWX 859
425 80.79 DI 315
426_427 80.86 DI 315
428_429 80.88 DI 315
430 80.93 DI 315
431 80.120 DI 315
432_437 80.123 DI 326
438 80.186 DI 326
439_449 80.186 DI 326
857_861 81.606 BV 837
4: ASH 61 Grooved Ware
ASHNo Description Cat. Nos. SF No Areas Contexts
61
Sherds from the rim, body and base of fine, thin-walled, tub-shaped Grooved Ware bowl, with gently-pointed rim, fairly straight, slightly splay-
ing wall and flat base; wall-base junction gentle on E and I. ERD c 186; EBD c 110; EHt 132; Th 5–10.2. Around 15% of the pot is present. 
Decorated over most of E and with single horizontal incised line immediately below rim on I. Deco on E: horizontal and diagonal incised lines, 
plus bands of horizontal and diagonal false-relief wavy line, with oval stab impressions accentuating the wave. Diagonal lines probably form tri-
angles and/or lozenges. Many breaks along ring joints, and spalling of I of base along joints. E medium brown with varying degrees of orange; C 
generally mid to dark grey; I  med-brown to blackish. Corky fabric, with slightly hackly fracture at base. Band of thin black-brown encrustation 
on I at mid-height; this may represent remains of evaporated contents, rather than burnt-on residue. Sherds vary from fairly to heavily abraded.
489_491 81.433 BIV 866
492_495 81.421 BIV 877
497_514 81.446 BIV 877
515_519 81.449 BIV 877
521 81.197 BIVS 877
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5: ASH 75: Food Vessel
ASHNo Description Cat. Nos. SF No Areas Contexts
75
Small sherds from the rim, neck, shoulder, upper belly and lower belly of a large bipartite Food Vessel jar; less than 10% of the pot repre-
sented. The rim has a broad internal bevel and a narrow external bevel; the neck is straight; the shoulder positioned around 2/3 of the height 
of the pot; and the belly curves in towards a fairly broad flat base, with a mini-pedestal. ERD c 180; estimated max diameter (at shoulder) 
252; estimated base diameter c 100; estimated Ht 260. Th mostly 10–12 mm, narrowing to 7.6 mm at base and increasing to 18.5 mm at 
the broadest part of the rim.The exterior, from the E rim bevel to the bottom of the wall, is decorated with whipped cord and stab impres-
sions; the I rim bevel has untidy diagonal incised lines. The E rim bevel has short diagonal whipped cord impressions; below that, E of neck 
decorated with horizontal lines of whipped cord, then diagonal deep short lines of whipped cord impressions, then horizontal lines of same, 
then deep, roughly triangular stab impressions. Shoulder decorated with horizontal & roughly horizontal, closely-set lines of whipped cord 
impressions; immediately below it, 2 rows of stab impressions. Further down belly, top to bottom: diagonal lines of whipped cord impressions; 
closely-set deep jab impressions (with deepest parts towards their upper edges); diagonal lines of impressions made with a long rectangu-
lar-toothed comb. Lower belly has stab impressions. There may well have been herringbone whipped cord impressions on the belly, if not also 
the neck. Surfaces mostly dark brown with blackish-brown core. Distinctive lithic inclusion, apparently only present in this pot: fine-grained 
crystalline stone, creamy matrix with dark mineral inclusions giving it a speckled appearance. These occur as large sub-angular and rounded 
fragments up to c 7 x 6 mm.
563 80.143 BI 120
564 80.136 BI 125
565 81.389 BI 125
566 80.169 BI 167
567 81.166 BI 810
568_572 80.42 BIII 117
576 80.133 BIIISX 117
577 80.61 BIIISX 117
578 80.29 BIINE 112
580_581 80.56 BIN 130.1
582_583 81.307 BIWX 9999
585_588 81.200 BV 813
589 80.31 DII 313
590 81.17 HII 708
591 81.211 HII 708
592 81.6 HII 708
593 81.7 HII 708
594 81.34 HII 712
912 81.47 DI 315
1024_1029 81.8 HII 708
